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73 the Deputy Commussioner States as follows-
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of the ravath. The appearance of their villages and
baris | with the herds of cattle . and with the pigs
and poultry roaming about confirms me in the
belief'that the peasoutry are well-to-do,and richin
the possession of a goodly stock of this rorld’s
goods as far as their own wants and requirements
are concerned.” (W, W. Hunter-"A Statistical Ac-

count of Assam.” Vol. L1990Ed. page 189)(5%5
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N.K .5imnha rer#eq ‘The Economic History
of Bengali® ©@f4cg, “For Centuries, Assam’s Ag-
ricultural Economy had hael a leavining of the
manufatures of house-hold items.
Howeverwithhin a few years, british policy,catal
skill and outerprise brought about such a com-
mercial revolution in the province that a new
economy completelv displaced the old one.and
bound her economy to the heels of the british
economy. (Quoted in Privam Goswami- “Assam
in the mneteenth century: Industrialization and
colonial penetration’, Page No -46
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THE BIOGRAPHY OF A STAR

Pulama Talukdar

Assistant professor of dept.of physics

"Twinkle Twinkle Little Star,
How I wonder What vou are!
Up above the world so high,
Like a diamond in the sky."

We all have heard this famous nursery
rhyme written by jane taylor. But have you ever
pondered upon the question that it poses?What
are stars7Dao they last forever?

A star 15 a massive Lumions ball of hot
gases mostly hydrogen and helium bound by its
OWn gravity.

when a huge
cloud of gas_ mostly
hydrogen and
dust_starts to contract
due to gravitational
attraction then the mol-
ecules collide with
each other frequently
with vigorous
speed As a result the
gas heats up. The tem-
perature becomes so
high (about
hvdrogebn molecules start to fuse with each
other forming helum molecules and release a huge
amount of heat energy. This energy makes the gas
shine and increases the outward pressure When
the outward pressur exerted by the nuclear fusion
becomes sufficiently large to balance the inward
pull due to gravity.the contraction of gas stops and
a stable voung star 1s formed . The star remains in
this stable condition for a very long period until 1t

7 million degree kelvin) that

run out of hydrogen gas.

The life time of a star depends on its mass.
The more massive star needs to be more hot to
balance its gravitatronal pull and to become more
hot 1t uses up its fuel quicklyv. As the star runs out
of fuel it cools off and starts to contract. Thus the
tnassive star has a comparatively short lifetime of
about few hundred thou-
sand vears.As a smaller
star uses up its fuel more
slowly.it shines for sev-
eral billion years.

All stars fuse hy-
drogen nuclei in the core
to create helium When
the hydrogen in the core
1s exhausted.the star be-
gins to use hydrogen in
a shell surrounding the
core. This causes the
outside of the star to expand and cool changing
its colour to red Over time the star becomes a red
giant A red giant has 1ts mass 400 times 1ts onigi-
nal mass While the outer layer of the star
grows_core of the star shrinks because of gravity.
In the Core temperature and pressure mcrease till
the nuclear fusion starts again But this time he-
lium 1s fused Again the star starts o
shrink become hotter changing its colour to
blue As the helium runs out rapidly, this stage lasts
for a veryv small pertod of about a million vears As
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goon as helium runs out.the star starts to shrink
againl and 1t begins to use helium m a shell sur-
rounding the core At the same time hydrogen may
fuse in a shell around that The outer laver again
starts to expand.cool and turn red again It 1s the
second red giant phase After that depending upon
the mass of the star 1t may go through different
Phases.

Subrahmanivam chandrasekhar an Indian
MNobel Laureate calculated that a cold star (white
dwarf) of more than 1 4 times the mass of the sun
would not be able to support itself agamst 1ts own
gravity. This mass 15 known as “Chandrasekhar
Limit™ for an original star’s mass, this limit 15 §
times the mass of the sun.

A star having mass less then Chandrasekhar
limit,can moves through planetary nebula phase
and ultimately settle down as a white
dwarf Planetaeyv nebula is an expanding glowing
shell of very hot gas. A star turns into a planetary
nebula towards the end of the red giant phase At
this time, the highly unstable star starts to pul-
sate, resulting in strong stellar wind which ejects
the outer lavers leaving a very hot, highly bright
and highly dense core with a radius of a few thou-
sand miles called a white dwarf star The gjected
material 15 scattered into space and will be used
in the formation of new star.

A white dwarf 18 made of highly compact
carbon and oxygen.As there 1s no nuclear fusion
in white dwarf it emits only the thermal energy as
heat and light Over time this energy will gradu-
ally radiate away allowing 1t to cool down and to
change colour Eventually they will stop glowing
completely ,become a cold black dwarf and dis-
appear from sight.

A star having mass more then Chandrasekhar
Limit 15 3 massive star A massive star continues
the nuclear fusion in the core after exhausting the
helium The next set of fusion reaction is carbon
fusion and neon fusion carbon fuses to create
heavier elements like Ne na, and mg while neon
fusion produces more oxygen and
magnesmim . These fusion rections continus with
heavier elements until Iron 15 produced in the
core. The star in which these types of processes
are happening 15 called a super giant In a super-
giant a new shell of core material 13 created in
each stage of evaluation Hence the star has dif-
ferent elements 1n different phases Once iron 18
formed.fusion stops.The outer thermal pressure
stops abruptly and the gravitational pressure trv-
ing to collapse the star,wins This happens very
repidly.relesing a huge amount of energy and form-
ing new elements The collapsing owter layer par-
ticles when reach the highly dense core they
bounce off the surface sending shock waves
through the stars This leads to an enormous ex-
plosion called a core collapse supernova After the
explosion there may be a remnant neutron star or

a black hole when the core mass is too large 4
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MOTHER TERESA-AN ICON OF
WOMAN EMPOWERMENT

Prativa Deka
Head of the Dept.zoology

History points out '

many great men and
woman who have strived
to do this. The saintly
mother tereza.the nobel
laureate for peace.is
unique among them and
stands as an inspiration
and symbol of woman
empowerment Striving
and living for a good
cause requires immense courage with a small-built
and make appearance, she was a woman of great
mner strength and unbreakable will power.

Born on august 26 to pious and righteous
albanian couple and baptized as anjeze Gonxhe
Bojaxhiu she found herreligious calling and be-
come a christian nun. She came to India in 1929
and served as a teacher 1n Danjecling and then in
calcutta. For almost twenty years, Mother Teresa
dedicated her life as a teacher at the S5t Mary's
school graduating to the past of the principal in
1944 Her undaunted commitment to serve the
society and mankind was gretly recognized by stu-
dents and teacher Though she enjoved teaching
voung girls she was greatly disturbed by the pov-
erty and misery that was prevalent in calcutta.

During her jurney from Calcutta to
Darjeeling she experienced another call from gat
asking her to establish a society for saving the
poorest of the poor She determined to do this al-
though seemed to be impossible Here began a
test for her determination and strenght It was not
easy to get permission from her religious com-
munity as she had already took her final profes-

| "‘ \

sion of vows in a commu-
= nity called sisters of
Loreto.She neither re-
belled nor gave up. Her
exceptional patience and
perseverance convinced
her religious superiors
and finally her dream
came true on October
7.1950, a historic day in
the life of Mother Teresa
when she finally recerved
permussion from the Vatican to start the congre-
gation known as missionaries of chanty.

Clad in a white blue -bordered saree Mother
Teresa begun her journey to reach the unreach-
able starto win the unbetable fow to love the un-
loved to touch the untouchable to serve the aban-
doned and to comfort the uncared With a strong
deter- mination and unflinching courage she en-
tered the world of poor.a world that needed hera
world of her own!

With no big plans not much money and with
merely thirteen members She started the journey
to accomplish her vision With a humble
beginning the missionaries of charity became one
of the most significant and recognized congrega-
tions in the world under the dynamic leadership
of mother teresa_

Mother Teressa opened her first home for the
sick destitute and the dving in Kalighat Kolkata
with the help from Indian officials after much
struggle Known as the kalighat home for the
dying provided medical attention to those 1n need
and 1t gave people the opportunity to die with dig-
nity in accordarce with thier faith In the word of
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mother teresa 1t was “for people who lived like
animals to die like angels-Loved and wanted™.

In 1933, teresa’s missionaries of charity
opened Nirmala Shizshu Bhavan the children’s
home to take care of homeless children and pro-
vide them with food.shelter and medical care True
bravery 1s to walk where the brave dare not go.
Mother teresa exhibited this rare valor and undy-
ing spirit by starting shanti nagar, a home for
lepers In India a large numbers of people were
mfected with leprosy.a disease that can lead to
major disfiguration. Mother teresa created a lep-
rosy fund and a leprosy day to help educate the
public about leprosy as manv people feared the
contagions disease she also established several
mobile leper clinics provide the infected with
medicine and bandages near their
home Missionaries of charity had almost 4000
sisters working mn 610 foundations In 450 centres
in 123 countries across the six continents. The con-
gregation had several hospices and homes for
people with HIV/AIDS leprosy and tuberculosis,
soup kitchens children’s and family counselling
programs_personal helpers orphanages_ and
schools functioning under 1t.

“Those who humble themselves will be ex-
alted”-jesus christ Mother Teresa was bestowed
with highest National and Intemational awards and
honors. The goverment of India honored her with
Padmashri. Jawaharlal Nelru Award for interna-
tional understanding and Bharat Ratna Indians
highest civilian award She was honoured with
Ramon magsaysav award for international
understanding_for her merciful cognizance of the
object of a foreign land.in whose servise sheled a
new congregation In 1971 she was awarded the
first Pope John XXIII peace prize for her work
with the poor display of christain charity and ef-
forts for peace In 1979 mother Teresa was awarded
the novel peace prize, “for the work undertaken
in the struggle to overcome poverty and distress,
which also constitutes a threat to peace.” During

her lifetime, Mother teresa was among the to 10
women in the annual Gallup’s most admired man
and women poll 18 times_ In 1999 Mother Teresa
ranked first in Gallup’s List of Most widely ad-
mired people of the 20th century.

And above all. she has been canomzed as a
Samnt, by theVatican ;Declaring a person as a saint
by the Catholic Church is only offer a grueling
process involving volumes of historical research
.the hunt for miracles and teams of experts to
weigh the evidence.

Mother Teresa 13 a big sign of woman em-
powerment. Being a woman Mother Teresa ac-
complished her great vision, mostly by women
her mission though she was rendered support
from men at good will she gave hope for her sis-
ters 1 a hopeless situation her life, which was
devoted to helping people 1n need, led to many
hurdles from men of religious and political mnflu-
ence. She faced huting humiliation when she went
asking for her poor people with just a smile on
her wrinkled face, she won not only won the heats
of men who opposed her unparalleded patience,
She set night the unrightable wrong.

Looked upon as a channel of peace and love,
the Saint Mother Teresa is surely a source of in-
spiration, a symbol of dynamic and great valor,
not only to women but to men as well.

“It 1z not how much we do,

but how much love we put in the doing

It 1s not how much we give,

but how much love we put in the giving

“Not all of us can do great things. But we

can
do small things with great love .”
Mother Teresa 4
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SEE THE SELF : UPANISHADIC MYSTICSM

Bijoy Kr. Das
Assistant prof.af Dept.of Logic and Phil

Abstract:

Mysticism implies teaching and belief that
knowledge of God and of real truth may be ab-
tained through meditation or spiritual insight, in-
dependently of the mind and the intellect from
the angle, everything 1n the Upanishadas 1s full of
mysticism and to outline this seems to be a very
difficult task But even then let us try our hand at
outlining this Upanishadic mysticism. Brahman
15 the real essence of man but the ignorance of
man makes him forget this real essence. This 1g-
norance 1s in the nature of man and due to this
ignorance he falls mto the Chakra (Cyele) of trans-
migration, birth and rebirth. Removal of this 12-
norance by sustained efforts, achievement of true
knowledge and merging the self with the Univer-
sal self, 1s the aim of the Upanishadas. Self-real-
1zation frees man of all bondage_ and gets to lib-
eration.

Kev Words:- Mysticism, God, Upanishada,
Brahman, Chalora, Untversal Self Selforealization
Liberation.

Introduction:-

Az a student of Philosophy, we know that
the aim of all Upanishads 1s to investigate the na-
ture of Self (Atman). The authorship of most
Upanishads 1s uncertain and unknown.
Radhakrishnan states, "Almost all the early lit-
erature of India was anonymous, we do not know
the names of the authors of the Upanishads. Ac-
cording tothe Upanishadas, 1gnorance 13 the cause
of bondage and liberation is the result of knowl-
edge. Because man in this world 15 under bond-
age of biurth and rebirth. The cycle of birth and
rebirth does not break due to ignorance. So due to
ignorance, man 15 unable to distinguish between
the etemal and ephemeral. We know ignorance
causes egoism, dualism and plurality. Ignorance

is the mtellectual knowledge, which makes dis-
tinction between the subject and the object. Igno-
rance 1s the intellectual knowledge of things in
the contexts of time, space and causality. Igno-
rance 1s the field of action. Ignorance 1is the cause
of birth and rebirth. Knowledge provides libera-
tion from bondage and the bondage of transmi-
gration 1s broken. But this knowledge 15 not intel-
lectual knowledge. It 15 the knowledge, through
own immediate mtuttive experience. This knowl-
edge 13 not determined by time, space and causal-
ity It 15 the sphere of higher knowledge through
identity.

Out of ignorance 1s born the ego, which 1s
mainly responsible for bondage. The ego makes
the Jiva identify itself with the senses, mind, in-
tellect or body. The knowledge of and identifica-
tion with the physical world gives birth to bond-
age the causes of which are egoism, selfishness
and attachment. Upamishadas plead for the anmi-
hilation of this ego through true knowledge and
realization and identification of Brahaman This
will cause the disappearance of the bondage The
knowledge and realization of Brahman
implies."Being Brhaman" which means seeing
Brahaman everywhere and 1n everything and see-
ing Self in everything and evervwhere "I Am the
Brahaman" should be the liva's motto. It 1s the
multiple status 1 which there 15 unity and 1den-
tity of the Jiva and God. It 1s beyond dualism and
pluralism_ bevond fear of merit and dement, be-
vond attachment and aversion, bevond pain and
pleasure. It 15 the status of self- play, self-enjoy-
ment. abzolute freedom and blise. It 12 the state of
Self Consciousness. Self-Will, Attribuies less,
Consciousness and finally indescribable blizs. In
other words, 1t means that by which something 1s
to be seen and visualized. Tt connotes the direct,
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immediate and mtuttive vision of Reality, the ac-
tual seeing of Truth, and also the means or instru-
ments which lead to this realization. So the key-
note of all Schools of Indian Philosophy 15 "Sees
the Self”.

Means of achieving liberation:

The Upanishadas not only discuss bondage
and liberation theoretically but also suggest posi-
tive means to achieve liberation from bondage.
Thev have presented these means of achieving lib-
eration in comprehensive details. These consti-
tute, the whole ethics of the Upanishadas as lib-
eration from bondage 15 the ultimate aim sought
by them. They hold that self-realization or the re-
alization of Brahman ts the only means of libera-
tion from bondage. For this Self-realization a num-
ber of other means have to be adopted and uti-
lized. The spiritual life has 1ts own conditions
peculiar to it and unless these conditions are ful-
filled one cannot hope for self-realization. These
conditions mayv be summed up as follows.

1. The first condition 1s introversion. The
soul hives inside and the self cannot be realized
by running after the outside, worldly objects. There
15 the natural tendency in man to run after the ex-
ternal worldly objects. This tendency has to be
checked and curbed. extroversion has to be
checked and converted 1nto Introver-
sion consists 1n concentrating the mind on the in-
ner self by restraming extroversion by taking off
the sense from the external worldly objects. So
the first and foremost condition for Self-realiza-
1101 15 MIFOVErsion.

2. Katha Upanishada says that the self can-
niot be realized etther by speech or by heaning of
by intellect but by conditioning vourself to the
wward, the soul. Mundaka Upanishada goes a step
further by saying that truth, real knowledge and
the life of celibacy are essential for Self-realiza-
tiof.

3 Imtiation from the teacher on the path to
self-realization 15 considered a prerequisite, In the

Chhandogya Upanmishada, Satvakarma Jabala savs

that he has heard from many learned person, great
like teacher, that no one can achisve his aim in
the path of self-realization without initiation from
a teacher. Katha Upanichada puts it thus: "Arize,
away and leamn from those who are better than
vou, becanse and path of self-realization 15 diffi-
cult like the edge of the knife”. This Upanishads
further, savs that the inttiator teacher must have
himselfrealized the Self In the parable of the man
living in the country of Gandhara in the
Chhandogva Upanishada 1t has been said that the
dacoits closed the eves of the man of Gandhara
and took him to the forest in the far country and
left him there. He came back to his countrv only
upon another man guided him to the proper path.
This other man in the parable is the teacher who
guides properly the man from Gandhara This
parable presents beautifully the need of a teacher
for imitiating in the path of self-realization: "He
that has a teacher knows.

For self-realization. one should have suffi-
cient devotion to Brahman and faith in the initia-
tor, 1.e. the teacher, Shvetashvatar Upanishada
holds that the enquirer should not be initiated into
the path of self-realization by the teacher, unless,
he has sufficient faith in the teacher and devotion
for God. This 1s why we find that the teacher does
not impart knowledge and initiate 1n the path of
self-realization until he finds that the inquireris a
worthy recipient of the knowledge. Chhandogva
Upanishada, Indra and virochana approach
Prajapati to learn the teaching about self. and the
teacher asks them to; undergo penance for tharty
two vears to qualify themselves to receive the
teaching. They fulfill the condition and come to
recetve the teaching. Thus thev show faith and
devotion.

Some Upanishadas prescribe renunciation as
the necessary condition for Self realization. But
the condition has not been accepted as a pre-reg-
utsite for self realization by majority of them_ It 1s
110t necessary to renounce the world and become
a Sanvasin for self-realization. In this regard, the
example of Janak 1= a classic one. He was a king
and a family man, vet he attained self-realization
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that became Vidath (above body).

Thus after introversion. catharsis. devotion
and mnitiation by the teacher, man goes forward
on the path of Self-realization. The Upanizhadas
mention two significant and important aids, on
this Path of self-realization. These are: The prac-
tice of Yoga, and The concentrationon 'Om". With
the practice of yoga one becomes adept 1 con-
centration and when the concentration on 'Om’ 15
complete then the Self-realizes. Let us discuss
what the Upanishads have to say with regard to
theze two aids.

1) The practice of Yoga: Brahadaranyvaka
Upanishada regards that for Self-realization, 1t
18 necessary to have control over bodv and mind
and the catharsis of the Chitta through the Yoga
and Yogic penance 15 helpful in the catharsis of
the Chitta One should practice the Eightfold Path
of Discipline (Ashtanga Yoga). which 1z Yama,
Nivama, Asana, Pranavama, Pratyahara,
Dharma, Dhyvana, and Samadhi, Shandilya
Upanishada describes the ten forms of Yama as
Abhimsa (Non-Violence), Satva (truth), Asteva
(non-stealing), Brahmancharva (Celibacy),
Davya (Pity). Kshama (forgivensss), Dhriti (stead-
fastness), Mitahara (restrained diet), Arjava
{(honesty) and Sauca (Purity). Ten forms of
Nivama have also been mentioned as Tapas (aus-
terity). Santosha (contentment), Astikva (faith in
God), Dana (charity), Archana (Worship of God),
Siddhanta Sravana (hearing of spiritual prin-
ciple). Shradha (faith), Japa (incantation). Vrata
(fasting), and Hri (modesty). Shveteshvatara
Upanishada also describes the physical effects
of the practice of Yoga.

2) Concentration on Om :

After the necessary control over body and
mind, and the catharsis of the Chitta thought, the
Yoga and the Upanishadas lay emphasis on the
concentration on '"Om’' or "Aumkara’. The three
parts of 'Aumkara' namely A-TU M lead an enquirer
through the three states of waking, dreaming and
sleeping and their cumulative effect takes him to
the fourth state called " Turtya" where the Self
becomes Brahman. It 1s a calm. non-dual, bliss-

ful and all consciousness where all plurality 1s
merged and then the process of self-realization 1s
complete.

Al this description of self-realization or
spiritual evolution given in the Upanishadas has
been represented through a five-step ladder by
Prof. Ranade. These five steps, as suggested by
him are summed up below:

1.In the first step. as described in the
Brahadaranyvaka Upanishada. the
enquirer regards himself as separate from others
and feel i1t mnside him through mystic intuition.

2. The second step comes when the enquirer
begins to experience that he i
netther the body vital nor intellectual nor emo-
tional and that he 15 essentially entirely identical
with the pure or upper self Brahadaranyaka
Upanishada puts 1t thus: the Being. which calls
itself'the *T° within us must be identified with the
Self.

3.In the third step the enquirer realizes that
the Self he has realized an i1dentical and must be
identified with Brahman_ In this way, the enquirer
feels no difference between the self and the Ab-
solute. Brahadaranvaka Upanishada =mpha-
sizes upon the need for identification of Atman
and Brhaman. the individual self and the univer-
sal self. the self and the absolute. Isha
Upanishada zavs the same thing in the different
manner. The self is infinite and the Brahman 1s
also mnfinite and infinite must merge and unite with
infinite.

4. In the fourth step. the enquirer comes to
realize that since he 15 the self and the Self is
Absolute, so he 15 Absolute Brahadaranvaka
Upanishada speaks of identifiing the "I with
the Abzolute; Chhandogya Upanishad speaks of
"Thou" to be "Protectively™ identified with the
Absolute.

5. In the final and final step, the enquirer sees
evervthing in the universe as constituting the
Absolute. Chhandogya Upanishada regards that
the Brahman 15 venly the "All" this and the real-
ization 15 not mntellectual but mystic and 1s the
state of absolute monism.
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The Upanishadas also explain the conse-
guences or results of this mystic realization.

1) Brahadaranvaka Upanishada savs that
when the desire of the enquirer has been satis-
fied. and his aim of self-realization has besn
achieved, he does not indulge in phyvsical activi-
ties. In other words, all the physical attachment
and desires of the 1dentified perfect Seer are de-
stroved.

2) As a consequence of the mystic self-real-
ization, all doubts, illusions, misconception and
fears disappear and all the problems are automati-
callyv solved. The Mundaka Upanishada puts 1t
thus. ""All the knots of his heart are opened. all
his doubts are removed and efforts of his
karmas are destroved."”

3) The meaning of Self into Brahman, the
Absolute, provides great strength The Mundaka
Upanishada compares the strength prior to the
self realization and succeeding 1t in thewr words.

4) Union of individual self with the univer-
zal self-results into "Absolute bliss™ (Parama
Ananda). Brahadaranvaka Upanishada com-
pares this bliss with the happy and perfect
sexual union with one a dear wife. In this bliss
the man forgets himself as completely as in the
other.

5) The Absolute bliss felt after realization
makes all fears disappear. The man iz completely
self-assured and confident. Taittirtya
Upanishada describes this state in the follow-
mg words: "He becomes fearless be- cause he
has found a place in that imperceptible, bodi-
less, indescribable; fearless and the beseless ba-
sis of all.

&) The last results that ensures from Self-re-

alization is the satsfaction of all desires of the
man Chhandogya Upanishadas expresses the
conse quences of self-realization in these words
- "One who finds the self after its search at-
tains all the Universe and all his desires are ful
filled".

Conclusion :

Thus, we see that after Self-realization,
man's all physical attachments and desires are
annihilated. and all his doubts and 1llusions. and
problems are removed and solved. He feels great
strength and enjoys absolute bliss, and all his
fears disappear and all his wishes reach fulfill-
ment. For all this. and for much more, the
Upanishadas declare the "Ultimate end of all
Philosophy" and mysticism 1s the Self-realiza-
tion, which 1s regarded the real essence of man.
Finally Self-realization frees man of all bondage,
and gets to liberation, 4
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‘Jou’: The Traditional beverage of

Boro Tribe of Assam

Monalisha Brahma
Assistant Prof. ofdept.of history

The Boros are the aboriginal tribe of northeast India speaking Sino
Tibetan language. The Boros has been practicing fermentation of jou’ since
time immemorial. And it has become an integral part of socio cultural life of
the Boros, "Jou" or "zu” 1z a form of rice beer and has a very significant role
in every occasion of the social events. Ever wondered why alcoholic bever-
age are a drink of wonder?

Since the beginning of human crvilization, fermented foods have oc-
cupied an integral part in the culture and traditions of many ethnic commu-
nities throughout the world. Fermented food 1s very significant to human
diet especially in developing countries as it 15 an mmexpensive technique
used by world communities across the globe for food preservation along
with enhancement of nutritional and sensory values of the food. Fermenta-
tion 15 brought about by microorganisms that transform the raw materials
into biochemically and organoleptic ally vseful products with the harmful
products like tannins, and polyphenols being destroved or detoxified. Every
single fermented food 18 in svnergy with distinctive group of microflora
which increases the level of proteins, vitamins, essential amino acids, fatty
acids, and other nutritional constituents. Fermented foods are not exactly
human mventions, but through keen observation, our ancestors leamed to
cultivate 1t. The distinctness of fermented food in ethnic culture arises due
to availability of bio resources and the microorganisms associated with it
The North Eastern Region of Indian subcontinent consisting of eight states,
namelv Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur. Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Tripura, and Sikkim has a huge reserve of traditional fermented
foods owing to 1ts rich ethnic diversity and also due to the availability of
surplus bio resources 1 the region.

Preparation of "jou” is a time consuming process mvolving some sci-
entific procedures and tradition technigues which has been running in the
customs for long vears now. But producing a very high esteemed 'Jou' has
become a lost art now. For instance, makers are more keen to produce the
final product in a mick of time. There are manv natural and gradual rules to
brewing a high quality jou'. Firstly, selection of the 1deal variety of rice, the
maibra variety procdeces the finest of all. one of the most important ingre-
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dients 1s the starter culture cake called amao and
prepared by mmxing herbs along with broken rice
grains called ankur. The plants used in making
starter cakes are Oryza sativa L_ Ananascomosus
L. Musa balbisiana, Arthocarpusheterophyllus,
Sco-paria dulcis, Clerodendron infortunatum L.
Plumbago zevlanica, and Cyclosorus dentatus.
Amao 1s prepared by grinding soaked rice gramns
and the plant materials in mortar and pestle called
uwal and gathen, respectively. A Fine powder 15
made out of it in which a little amount of water 15
added to make a sticky paste, which 1s then molded
mto round flattened cakes. Microorganisms are
moculated to these freshly prepared cakes by sprin-
kling a little amount of old amao on 1t. "Jou" 13
prepared from cooked rice by mixing two-third
parts of the starter cake and spreading the prepa-
ration over a bamboo tray for 18 to 48 hours cov-
ered with banana leaves, which 1z then transferred
to maldang (earthen pots) with bamboo sieve
called janta placed inside the pot to harvest alco-
hol. The mouth 1z then tightly sealed with a cloth.
The fermentation time 15 3 days during summer
and 3 to 7 days in winter. The third step is the

distillation process where the rice beer 15 further
distilled to produce a local drink 1s called jou
gwran

This magical drink has a very esteemed sta-
tus in the society as 1ts presence can be traced in
all of the events. Jou has been a traditional drink
for the Bodos for centuries now. Non glasses
should be half emptied during the festive season
like Maghw, Bwisagu, marriages and social cus-
tomary events. It 1s available during the months
of jan to april in every houschold. The brewing
industry has been growing in the Northeastern
regions of India. This region holds a significant
kev role in shaping the future brewery industries
based on the resources available. In recent times
the local beverage of Dimasa tribe known as
"Judima’ has been honored with the G1 tag. It can
boast the economic status of the rural people and
cannot be exploited by the companies who pro-
duces alcoholic drinks on commercial standards.
Lastly. has been said that First vou take a drink,
then drink takes a drink, then the drink takes yvou'

by F.Scott Fitzgerald. So. eat drink and be merry. #+
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RESOLUTION

Conflict:-

Conflict 1s defined as a clash between
mdividuals or groups ansing of a differences in
thoughts_ process, attitudes, understandings,
interests, requirements and even sometimes
perceptions. A conflict results 1n heated arguments,
physical abuses, violence and defimitely loss of
peace and harmony. A conflict mav arise among
countries, political parties and states as well A
small conflict not controlled at the cormrect time
may lead to a large war and rift among countries
leading to major unrest and disharmony.conflict
may affect different groups.class creed in the
society.

Conflict mavresult in higher levels of gender
based violence against woman and gitls including
arbitrary killings torture sexual violence and
forced marmage Woman and girls are primarily
and increasingly targeted by the use of sexual
violence mcluding as a tactic of war while woman
and girls are in genral more predominantly subject
of sexual violence especially in contexts of
detention.

Gender based violence also spikes 1n post
conflict societies due to the general break-down
of the rule of law the availability of small arms the
breakdown of social and famaly structures and the
normalization of gender based violence as an
additional element of pre-existing discrimination
Trafficking also make worse during and after
conflict owing to the break down of political,
economic and social structures, high levels of
violence and increased mulitarism.

A SIMPLE STUDY ON GENDER BASED VIOLEN- CE
IN CONFLICT AND POST-CONFLICT ZONEAND
THE ROLE OF GENDER IN CONFLICT

Unusar Rahman
Ex- Principal v'c Barbhag college

The lack of delivery of essential services to
the population experienced dunng conflict and
situation of strife and instability can have a
disproportionate impact on specific groups of
population including woman and girls-again after
building on pre-existing situations of
discrimination.

Girls can face additional obstacles in
accessing education These bamriers are due to fear
of targeted attacks and threats against them and
to the additional care giving houschold
responsibilities that girls are often obliged to
assume. Woman are also forced to look for
alternative sources of livelithood as family survival
comes to depend heavily on them.

Access to essential services such as health
care including sexual and reproductive health
services can be distributed with woman and girls
being at a greater risk of unplanned pregnancy,
maternal mortality and morbidity severe sexual
and reproductive injuries and contracting sexually
transmitted infections.

Conflicts forced woman to organise
themselves to safeguard their basic necessities and
to carrvout activities related to for example
education and health care. These activities havea
role to play in ensuring lasting peace and
government must ensure that woman are included
in key peace negotiations at all levels.

There are obvious reasons why woman are
important to the peace bulding process For
example they contribute half of every community
and the difficult task of peace building must be
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done by men and woman in partnership. Woman
are also the central caretakers of families and every
one 15 affected when thev are excluded from peace
building. Woman are also advocates for peace as
peace keepers.relief workers and mediators.
Women have played prominent roles in peace
processes in the hom of africa such as in Sudan
and Burundi where they have contributed as
observers.

However efforts to the important position the
prospect of woman 1n peace processes and to
prevent gender based violence have met with
limited success. Woman's participation in conflict
resolution and peace bulding i1s limited by a
number of factors mcluding.

a) The prevaling wind of rape and sexual
assult as in rwanda bosmia and kashmir This form
of bad practice generates fear and helps to silence
campaigns for social economic and political
rights.

b) Woman are most likely to have fled
conflict and take on responsibilities such as
primary careers and providers for
dependants which makes par ticipation in peace
building.

c) Cultural pressures agamnst woman putting
themselves forwards that pressure woman to
refrain from travel and not to engage i important
public seenes. Where woman do participate they
may not have the required education or traiming.

d) A lack of resources such as a lack of access
to employvment opportunities
and to productive assets such as land.
Capital health services, training and education

e) Woman’s movements do not have
established machanisms to monitor and evaluate
the implementation of the gender agenda 1n post
conflict background.

The U-N, all governments and NGOs
therefore have a lot of things to do to encourage
and assist woman in developing their role 1 post
conflict resolution and peace building activities,
as-

a) Ensure that woman play a key role in the
design and implementation of post conflict
resolution and peace building activities

b)Support and strengthen woman’s
orgatsations in their peace building efforts by
providing adequate and sustained financial and
technical support.

c)Strengthen the protection and
representation of refugee and displaced woman
by paving special attention to their
health rehabilitation and traming needs.

d)End the impunity and ensure redress of
crimes commited against woman
in violent conflict and enforce and bring to
justice_culprits involved in rape as a war crime.

e)Establish mechanisms for enforcmg and
monitoring international instruments for the
protection of woman's right in post conflict
situations. 4

References :-
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Larvivorous Fishes

Larvivorous fishes are those that feed on
immature stages of mosquitoes. Fish 1s a namiral
enemy of mosquito eggs and larvas. Therefore,
larvivorous fishes are used as a biological agent
to control mosquitoes. Mosquitoes are responsible
for transmitting several diseases, including ma-
laria, dengue, chikungunya Filariasis and yellow
fevere etc. There are more than 4500 species of
mosquitoes in the Weorld. Use of Fish in mos-
quito control has been well Known for more than
100 veares_ In India number of fish species are used
larvivorous fish which includes both mndigeneous
and as In well as exotic fish species.In India
larvivorous fishes were used as larvivorous fish
which icludes both indigeneous as well as ex-
otic fish species. In india larvivorous fishes were
used 1n mumbai city 1 1904 to control the mos-
quito which carry the parasites of malania fevere.
In recent veares the use of larvivorous fish is
full swing to cover the entire states of Karnataka,
Guyrat and Maharastra In disease control policy,
the world health oraganisation (WHO) mncludes
biological control of malana vectors by collec-
tion near where people live.

A larvivorous fish possess some character-
istics such as_ they should be of small size herdy
fish, surviving in deep as well as shallow water,

Dr. Rantu Mani Deka
Agsistant Professor Department of zoology

breed freely, surface feeder and carnivorous in
habitat. There are several exotic and indigenous
fish species feed on larvae of mosquito are con-
sidered as larvivorous fish species.

Exotic Larviverous Fish Species:-

Exotic larvicidal fish species has been 1m-
ported to various countries mainly as an orma-
mental fish and used as a agent of hiological con-
trol of mosquito. There fish species includes gold
fish or carassius auratus, top minnow or gambu-
z1a and
lebistes sp.

(Gambusia species has been extensively used
for mosquito control. It was transplanted to India
in 1931 from Italy and used to control female
anopheles masquito which 1s the vector for plas-
modium vivax gambusia is voracious and
destretive fish.

Indigonous larvivorous fish species

In India there are severel fish species are
fund, some of which are very effective in destroy-
ing musquito larvae these are as follows-
Notapterus Notopterus

Locally it 1s know as kanduli fish and 1t 15
considered useful for mosquito control. Generally
it can not be recommended for mosquito control
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because only the voung stages of'this fish feed on
mosquito larvas and adult fish feeds on small
fishes So 1t harmful.

Esomus:-

The Esomus species can be emploved on
large scale for malaria control It lives in
ponds paddy fields tanks pools etc and 1t breeds
freely 1n such pleaces.

Oxyvgaster:-

The local name of this fish 15 chilw The
smaller vancities feed on mosquito larvae through-
out life Therefore it 1s most useful to control mos-
quito _

Colisa fasciata:-

It 1s beautifully coloured.small and herdy
fish They breed in confined waters and reported
to be good larvicidal form.

Channa:-

Generally the species of genus Channa 1s not
recommended for mosquito control. They are
predatory fish. The voung ones feed on mosquito
larvae the adults feed on small fish. Therefore the
adult stage 1s harmful to other small fishes.
Puntius:-

The species of this genus are usefulk to con-
trol mosquito larva. They are small and herdy
fish These are popularly knovwn as “carp minnow”
and bread in cofined waters.

Anabas:-

The local name of this fish 15 "kawai” fish It
15 respresented by single species, anabas
testudineus. These are herdy fish and presence of
accessory breathing organ. Such type of fishes are
alzo used as a larvividal fishes.

Ambasis:-

The common name of this fish 1=
‘Chanda’ They are small and translucent fish It
can be used for mosquito control.

Aplocheilus:-

This tvpe of fish can live in freshwater as
well as moderately brackish water. The species of
this genus is considered as most important indig-
enous larvivorous fish The species aplocheilus
panchax 1s found throughout india.

There are some fishes such as
cithinus Labeo_catla etc feed on msects and mos-
quito larva in thetr voung stages So_ culture of
these fishes are useful to control mosquito and
all.these major carps have great economic and
human food value. But such fish species are not
considered as larvivorous fish The mosquitocidal
activity of me chemicals are also used to control
mosquito which mayv pollute water body and land
also.Therefore we should opted the fish culture
method to control mosquito and control many
vector born diseases.

different fishes are not similar with one
another The gambusia and aplocheilus fishes are
considered as “mosquito fish” and are highly effi-
cient for antimalanial work. Lebistes fishes are the
surface feeder but they are less efficient 1 com-
pared to gambusia and aplocheilus The other
fishes are lanvicidal to a considerale extent The
control of mosquito through larvivorous fishes 1s
a ecofriendly method because such method have
no any hermful effect to the aquatic ecosystem.
Sometimes some chemicals are also. ¥
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EDUCATION AND COVID-19
PANDEMIC

Nibedita Kalita
M Phil Siudent, Eximear Bhaskar Tarma sanskrit and
ancient Studies University, Nalbari, Assaom, India

ABSTRACT :

COVID-19 15 an infectious dizeaze caused
by the SARS-COV-2 virus. The COVID-19 has
led to a dramatic loss of human life worldwide
and presents an unprecedented challenge to pub-
lic health, food syvstems and the world of work
and education. The COVID-19 pandemac has af-
fected educational system worldwide too. But due
to this pandemic some changes can be drawn in
the field of education which comes under the posi-
tive impact of COVID-19 on education. So, in
order to explore the positive and negative impact
of COVID-19, this study has been conducted. To
conduct this study, Qualitative Research Method
has been collected. According to the results of both
analyses, it was found that positive impacts
brought some changes by integrating new tech-

nologies in the education sector and regarding the
negative impact 1t was found that Educational
Anxiety wasincreasing among the students.
Through this study, it has also tried to remove the
negative impacts and bring a better education sys-
tem by suggesting some solutions. This study sug-
gests that parents_teachers, public authonities, gov-
ernment, policy makers should take all the neces-
sary measures to enhance the learning experiences
for reducing the negative impact of education
caused by COVID-19.

INTRODUCTION:

Covid-19 1s the most familiar term for each
and every person of the world since last vear. It
has made our life so hard. Some have lost their
job: some have lost their family and friends. It 1s
not just a vin that affects in some parts of our body
but, 1t can be stop our breathing 1n a few seconds.
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So_ the term COVID-19 has become a part of our
everybody language and it continues to umpact all
aspects of our lives like- health, economy, busi-
ness_ trade, social as well as psychological life,
however the area which has been adversely af-
fected by COVID-19 1s EDUCATION". Children
across the world have lost their school-going ex-
periences. We all know that development of any
country depends on the excellence of education.
Because, without education we are nothing. Ac-
cording to the UNESCO report, it had affected
more than 90% of total world's student popula-
tion during mud of April 2020. Outbreak of
COVID 19 has impacted more than 120 crores of
students and vouths across the planet. In India.
more than 32 crores of students have been affected
by the various restrictions and the nationwide

lockdown for COVID- 19 This lockdown has de-
stroved the schedule of every student. However,
it may not be all bad. After all. everything has its
two stdes- POSITIVE and NEGATIVE. So. at the
same time it can been seen that COVID-19 has
some positive impact on education as well.
There are many scholars and researchers
who have conducted different studies, surveys on
impact of COVID-19 on Education. COVID-19
outbreak has made a significant impact on educa-
tron. social life and mental health of the students
{Chaturved: Kunal Vishwalkarma Kumar Dinech,
Singh Nidhi, 2021). Impact of COVID- 19 on
education. educational mnstitutions and countries
responses and potential impact from this pandemic
{(Andreas Schleicher). The current unrversity stu-
dents are struggling against several svmptoms of
severe psychological stress and the highest fear
of academic in stability after a vear of devasting
COVID-19 outbreak in Bangladesh (Helivon,
2021). At present 2 Golden A's of education
namely Availability and Accessibility are being
disrupted. along with this 1t has also showns some
positive impacts on education due to COVID-19
(Dhanalakshmi R. Mary Anuja Alov, Shrijith D,
Vyavaraghavan N_ 2021). This pandemic situa-
tion had a significant emotional impact, with high
prevalence of anxiety, stress, depression and par-

ticularly insomnia due to increased exposure to
the virus (Humana Medicina de Escuela, Wiener
Norbert Universidad, Lima, Peru. 2021) 50, 1n
this article 1t 18 investigated about the positive
impact as well as the educational anxiety or men-
tal situation of the students dunng COVID-19
pandemic. It also tried to suggest some measures
for a balanced academic situation during this pan-
demic.

OBJECTIVES:

To study the positive and negative impact
of COVID-19 on Education.

To give some measures for education sec-
tor during this pandemic.
METHODOLOGYAND STUDY DESIGN:

Qualitative Research Method has been applied
in order to conduct the present study and the data
used for this study are primary data collected
through mterview and secondary data collected
from journals, newspaper, articles, research pa-
pers and some internet sources. This study has
conducted on secondary level students.
RESULT AND DISCUSSION:

The Corona virus pandemic has wreaked
havoc in everyone's life. There 1s no one in the
world who has remained untouched by the effects
of the virus, partially and completely it has
changed the normal stagnant of life. But, due to
this pandemic some portions of posttive impact
also have been seen on education sector. There-
fore. this work will outline some of the common
changes 1t brought: positive and negatrve. The
following points will be devoted on these conse-
quences.

POSITIVE IMPACTS:

D Integration of new technology into edu-
catiof.

2 Developing technical skills of students,
parents as well as teachers.

D Students got time to spend with families.

2 Developing of distance learning.

2 Students got holidays.

2 Students could use their guality time 1n
studying and other activities in which they are
interested.
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2 They could save time by avoiding trans-
portation fime,

0 They got more time for their self-study.

D They spend time in the house by doing
some plavs and craftworks which could brought
their physical and mental. development.

2 The mfluence of pandemic was coverup
the academic performances of the students_ where
the poor academic students were very happy.

2 Brought improvement in collaborative
work.

2 Rising online meetings through telecon-
ferencing, virtual meeting. webinars.

2 Moving towards the Blended Learmng.

2 Introducing with the Open Book Exami-
nation.

2 Students could easily pass out without too
much efforts on™studies.

0 Reduced physical and mental labour of
the students.

0 No back benchers_ evervbody could leam
equally.

O Personal interaction, relationship with
family was devel oped.

NEGATIVE IMPACTS:

0 Day to day classes of school, colleges have
been suspended.”"Students have lost their con-
nection with

2 Students have lost their connection with
education.

O Students are not able to meet their friends.

2 Most of the students have busy with their
mobiles phones by playing games, watching mov-
1es, unnecessary videos.

2 Due to adapting online classes it affects
the phyzical health specially the eves of the stu-
dents.

2 Lots of poor students could not attend their
online classes due to the lack of smart phones
and computers.

0 Exammnations at different levels were post-
poned.

O Admaission process got delayed.

O Some students were not satisfied with the
online cliasses due to lack of direct communica-

tion.

2 Students were very frustrated due to
changing recommen dation on conducting exami-
nations.

D Lack of personal interactions between the
students and teachers.

2 Student from backward places got troubles
in attending  online classes due to the network
155UEs.

2 Those were too much used mobiles
phones developes some negative behaviour and
attitudes.

2 Lack of personal contact between the
teachers and par ents.

0 Decreasing personal interactions with
family by using mobile more.

2 Syllabus, courses were not completed.

2 Lack of technological facilities, inad-
equate resources.

0 Decredasing the habit of regular studies.

D The adaptation of online classes 15 around
50-60 % where as in the classroom the adaptation
was around 70-90%.

D Social distancing made them lonely.

0 The pandemic influenced negatively on
the students ' marks also.

2 Student were not regular i online classes.
As teachers' continuous observation 15 not pos-
sibhle, manv students bunk their classes.
RECOMMENDATION:

2 Establish rules together about how, when
and where the internet can be used.

2 Set up parental control on their devices to
mitigate online risks.

2 In case of cvberbullyving or an incident of
inapproprite  content online, students should be
familiar with school and other local reporting
mechanism_ keeping number of support helplines
and hotlines handy.

0 Teachers should give practical home as-
signments. home work which will help the stu-
dents to use their leisure time effectrvely and also
will develop their motor ability.

D The parents should play active role while
their children are attending online classes.
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0 The teachers should adopt some effective
and attractive teaching methods to motivate the
students.

0 The teachers should organize some dis-
cussion session, presentations which will make
the students more active.

2 The teachers as well as parents should
support the students physically and mentally.

0 Teachers should use relevant teaching
materials for better understanding of the students.

2 Online workshops, webinars should be
organized.

2 There should be a way of recording vid-
eos, lectures, discussions of classes.

2 Teachers should record the attendance of
the students regularly.

2 Teacher should provide some group
projects.

D After completing a chapter online exami-
nation should be conducted regularly.

D Teacher should ask questions to the stu-
dents in the middle of discussion.

2 Choose adequate digitals technologies.

0 Providing equitable and inclusive access
to digital learning resources.

D Special Education orniented television
programs, radio programs should be offered to all
learners.

0 Government should be provided some
resources that can be useful for the students with
special education needs and their families.

2 Government should be distnibuted free
electronic devices and learning matenals.

D Government should develope an
onlineplatform of peda gogical resources where
low-income families will get free access. When
these families do not have an internet connection
thev can access the platform without consuming
their mobile data 4
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CONSTITUTIONAL EFFORTS TOWARDS
WOMAN'S DEVELOPMENT IN INDIAIN LATE
20 TH CENTURY

Chayanika Das
Ex Student of Barbhag College

The Gandh: era and the decades after
mndependence have witnessed tremendous changes
in the status of women in Indian society. The
constitution has laid down as a fuindamental nights
the equality of sexes. But the change from a
posttion of utter degradation and subjugation of
women inthe 19th
century to a
position of
equality in the
middle of the
twentieth century
is not a simple
case of enogress of
women th modern
era. Revolution
way changes have
taken place in the
position of women
in India after
Independence.
The government
took special steps to umprove the condition of
women.

There were lot of reasons why government
needed to take initiative to empower the women
mn India In a developing country like India women
were a always treated as a second grade citizen.
They were mostly illiterate_their health conditions
were poor. they were economically weak and
discriminated against men in all field. They were
the victin of harassment and so on. Because of
these all womens were required empowerment of
all kinds 1n order to protect themselves from all

kind of social injustice.

The constitution of India gurantees certain
fundamental rights and freedom such as protection
of life and personal liberty Article 14 ensures
equality before law and article 15 prohibits any
discrimination . Article 16 forbids discrimination,
Article 16 forbids
discrimination in
any respect of
employmens of
office under the
state on  the
grounds only on
religion _ caste_ sex
place of birth,
residence or any of
them. Article 19
give freedom of

speech and
expression. Article
21 ensure

protection of life
and personal liberty.

A quick and effective change 1n the status
of women was started through women legislation.
In the post independent India from 1955 anwards
geries of law had passed for the uplifiment of the
women. These legislation were brought 1n order
to give women equal rights and privileges with
men.

The important Acts which have special
provisions to safegurd women and their interests

are
1. Hindu Marriage Act, 1953
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2. The Hindu Adoption and Maintanence
Act, 1956.

3. The Hndu Minority Act and
Guardianship Act, 1936

4_The Hindu Succession Act. 1956

3. The Hindu Women Rights to Act of
property

6. The Dowery Prohibition Act. 1961

7. The Equal Remuneration Act. 1976

8. The Prohibition of child Mamiage Act.
2006

9. Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act,
1987

10. The Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act, 20035

Beside legislation education was also
regarded as an important factor i raising the status
of women m India society. Various committees
and commissions were set up which led to opening
of different schools and colleges for women.
Because of that female literacy went up from E
percent in 1951 to 39 percent in 1991, According
to concus report 1 1991 many women started to
getting out of the four walls and become workers
in both villages and cities. Women have been
recruited 1n all post such as teachers, doctors,
nurse, advocates, police officers, bank emplovess
m all major cities of India. Since 1991 women
have been recruited into armed forces also.

In the political field women started to enjoy
equal nights with men The two political right
senctioned to women by India Constitution are
female enfranchisement and eligibility for the
legislature. Prior to Independence when the
election held 1 1946 for constitutional assembly,
manyv prominent women of India like Sarojini

NWaidu, Hansa Mehta Eenuka Fai and others were
glected. In the first general for the Lok Sabha After
independence many more women joined different
political parties and even became chief ministers,
cabinet ministers and prime ministers too.
Womens started to take part in decission making
for her family. The government introduced
Panchavati1 Raj svstem through 73rd constitutional
Amendment Act 1992 which also take some steps
to empower the women so 1n villages. It provide
some special power to the women in all three tier
of Panchavati Raj Seats are reserved for women.
This gave the rural women opportunity to exercise
some political power and play role in decission
making for village affairs. However because of
illitaracy, corrupt bureaveracy, non-availibity of
women the Act did not able to brought the changes
as espected. Though it has brought awarness the
women but to an extent only.

From the above discussion it can be
concluded that the status of women in Indian
society has redicaly changed since independence.
After knowing the worst, condition of women 1n
society government took huge steps to uplift the
womens status i every field of society. However
it can not be said that the measures taken have
been completly implimented as there are still old
custom and tradition in society which are give
much more impotant. For example we can see that
the Muslim womens rights are hmiated Comparing
to Hindu women as thev have depended more on
their religious law, Therefore they need to fight
more for their nights. Still throughout the decades
women have expertenced gradual change in their
status and become much more educated,
mdependent and aware in todays tune. 4+
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Article on
pollution

Jublee Das
A student af degree 3rd sam,
Barbhag Collage

Pollution 1s a sertous issue affecting our planet badly. It
affects all the living being on the earth. Pollution means 1t 13
mixing of some toxic pollutants or some harmful materials mnto
the natural resources available on the earth: There are many types
of pollution mncluding water | soil, air, and noise pollution all
these continue to cause major problems. Air pollution increase
day by day because of the release of poisonous gases. The bal-
anced of various gases in the atmosphere has been disrupted
because humans used large number of vehicle plaving on the
road. Industrial companies increase poisonous gases etc. The
air we breathe are very harmful for our body, Air pollution in-
crease numbers of health problem. like heart disease, cancer,
lungs, disorders etc.

Pollution mamly happens for menmade activities, whether
doneunknowingly or deliberately. It has become an important
issue for the environment of the world.

We should do something. Pollution can be control if we
try to every individual owns certain responsibility such as avoid
buring of plastic and not throwing garbage all around. Start us-
ing public transport, use cycle for short distances. stop using
machinery that has a lot of chemical Plants trees to increase
oxcizen level 1n atmosphere etc. These are very important to
reduce pollution. #
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Women in Political Movement in Assam

Kangkan Kalita
A student of 6th sem.

Is the freedom struggle of our nation,

Assamese women plaved a tremendous role and
many of them have sacrificed their lives to the
noble causze of the nation. However, t1ll 1913 there
was no organized movement or women's
participation in social and political fields of
Aszam The formation of Dibrugrah Mahila Samitt
in 1913 marked the beginning of women’s
orgamization in the Brahmaputra Valley of Aszam.
The emergence of Gandhiji in the India’s political
gcene, his tremendous confidence in women's
capability and his high inspiration of the women
of Assam_ encouraged the women to fight for the
cause of the nation. Gandhijt's visit to Assam n
1921 gave enough sense of self -confidence to the
women and they were dawn to the national
political life by his charismatic personality. The
present study is an attempt to bring out the role
plaved by women of Assam especially i the
Brahmaputra Valley in different phases of the
freedom moment of India from 1921 — 1942,

The role of the women of Assam in the
freedom movement has its background 1n their
past heritage. During Ahom period women
belonging the roval and noble famalies took part
in the matters related to state politics. (Sharma,
1993, P2). In 1857, first of 1ts kind against
Britishers, rebellion took place in Meerut,
Maniram Dewan a brave Aszamese | and few of
his friend started to planned attack on the British
Indian troops stationed at Dibrugarh. Rupali Aidue
and Lumbai Aidue, two women from the roval
families, had to suffer confiscation of property
because of their alleged involvement in the
rebellion .The first Assamese women to suffer in
the hands of British for a national causze. (Dutta,
1968, P 25) They were the female members of
Kandarpeswar Singha’s family.

The women of Assam started to organize
themselves from the vear 1915 onwards. The first
ever women's organization of Assam was formed
in Dibrugarh in 1913 namely, Dibrugarh Mahila
Samiti. The initiative of the formation of this
Samiti was taken by Hemaprova Das, and a few
other women of Dibrugarh. Similar association
was formed the women of Nowgaonmn 1917 The
main objective of these associations was to
upliftment of the Assamese society, primarily of
the women and children in the respect of cultural,
economic and educational matters. The Samities
also showed great interest of the constructive
programmes of Gandhijt which was used as a
major tocl of non-cooperation movement.
However, till 1926, the women of Assam were
not orgatized at the provincial level, but they
contributed tremendously to the freedom
movement either through their local associations
or mndrvidually.

Discussion: Assam the easterm most state of
India was noticeably drawn to the national
mamstream in 1921 with the formation of the
Assam Provincial Congress Commuttee (APCC).
Gandhiji’s leadership of the National Congress in
1920 and call for the Non “cooperation movement
drew a large number of men and women
throughout the country to the national struggle for
freedom. In 1921 Gandhij visited Assam_ It had
an electrifving effect on the people of Assam His
good impression of the women of Assam greatly
increased the latter’s self confidence and strength
of mind. Dunng this period the Assamese women
participated in the movement through the Assam
Chatra Sanmilan (Assam Student Association) and
the Assam Sahitva Sabha (Assam Literary Society)
till the formation of the Assam Mahila Samiti

{Azzam Women Association) m 1926 which was
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a provincial women association & Large number
of women jomned the movement by participating
in meetings. organizing processions and
boveotting schools, courts and offices. Under the
able leadership of brave patriots like Nabin
Chandra Bordoloi, Tarunram Phukan,
Kamalakanta Bhattacharya and Chandra kumar
Agarwalla some women mostly from the urban
areas and belonging to the families of congress
leaders and workers came forward to take up
organizational and publicity work among the rural
women. They were namely Hemanta kuman Dewt
Bordoloi, poetess Nalinibala Devi. Byuli Phukan,
Sumitra Bhattacharyva, Kiranmavee Agarwalla,
Rajabala Das etc.7 It was not an easy task to
convince the common people the need of a
movement to expel the British Raj, the people who
could not think of any alternatrve to 1t.

The promotion of spinting and weaving was
one of the major constructive program of the Non-
cooporation movement. In this regard the
achievement of the Assamese women was
remarkable. Almost all the women of Assam,
irrespective of their caste creed, and status were
efficient in spinming and weaving. It was due to
the large”scale production of the “khadi™ by the
women, the boycott of foreign clothes was highly
successful in Assam. When Gandhij visited
Aszsam_ an Assamese lady known as Bar Raja
welcomed him with a nicely woven cloth of
hand”spun thread. Gandhiji complimented™
“Assam will nise to 1ts full height in the matter of
swadeshi (National}. Its women can weave much
more than enough for themselves "8 In a meeting
held on 18th August 1921 in Guwahati, Gandhijt
appealed to all to boyvcott foreign goods.
Accordingly at the end of the meeting he proposed
for a bonfire of the foreign clothes 9 A large
number of women threw away their foreign
clothes which they once considered to be precious.

During the period of Civil Disobedience
movement in 1930 some girl students of Assam
decided to start a revolutionary organization called
the "Mukti Sangha™ in the premises of Kamrup
Mahila Samity (Women Association) building.

They were Puspalata Das, general secretary of the
students” union of the Panbazar Girls™ High
School. Sarala Saxena and Jvotsna Mazumdar.
The girls took a pledge to fight for the liberation
of the country from alien rule and signed it with
their blood 13 Thereafter. Sukumar and Parul
Moitra , daughter of Suren Moitra™ the famous
revolutionary from Rajshahi also joined the Mukt:
Sangha. 14 When the school authorities came to
know about this Pushpalata Das was expelled from
the school.

The historic Dandi march was launched by
Gandhi1 on 12th March 1930, He started his
march from Sabarmati Ashram accompanied by
78 selected followers to Dandi on the sea”coast
covering 200 miles on foot. There he broke the
salt’law by making illegally, but openly, salt from
the seawater. As Dandi was too far from Assam
&0 it was not possible for its people to join the
march physically. So they extended their moral
support by organizing meetings in different places
and took part in svmbolic processions and violated
government orders and law. Such a symbolic
procession of a large number of people including
several women was taken out from Kaliabor to
Nowgong through a distance of 30 miles violating
government orders. The participants were lathi
charged by the police on their arrival at
Nowgong 16 Women volunteers participating in
a picketing in front of the Cotton College at
Guwahati were not arrested by the police for the
fear that situation might go beyond their control.
In 1929 the historic Lahore Congress was held
under the presidentship of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru. The resolution for independence was
adopted in that session. There 1t was decidad to
celebrate the 26th January 1930 as the first
Independence Day of India throughout the country.
Accordingly the women of Kaliabor decided to
join the celebration in the district head quarter
town, Nowgong. More than 400 women
proceeded towards Nowgong under the leadership
of Guneswari Devi, Darbai Mech. Mohini Gohain
and Kiranbala Bora. Women of the wayside
villages also joined the procession. On 26th
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January, when the national flag was about to be
hoisted in the presence of a huge crowd, the police
started attacking the people. The women were
beaten up and the national flag was taken away
from them_ In Sibsagar, a ladv named Kamalabala
Kakatt was arrested and sent to jail for
participating in such a procession.

The removal of untouchability was another
primary objective of the freedom movement.
Untouchabality was not a major problem in the
province of Assam. But the untouchables, the
s0 called Harjjans were not allowed to enter any
temple belonging to an orthodox Hindu. Gandhiji
under took a two week Hartjan tour of Aszam in
Apnl 1934 He attended many public meetings
organized by the women in different places of
Assam_ In Jorhat. Giribala Devi an orthodox
Brahmin lady opened their private family temple
to the Harijans in the presence of Gandhiji
Swarnalata Devi. another women from Jorhat was
known as “Kasturba (name of Gandhiji’s wife) of
Assam™ for her devotion to the work of Haryjan
welfare 19 Many elementary schools and high
schools were established in the Harijan's area
where the contributions from the women were
noteworthy. Swarnalata Barua of Golaghat
devoted herself to the populanzation of Hindi, 20
as it was one of the main agenda in Gandhit's
constructive program.

Realizing the increasing participation of
women in the freedom movement, the congress
working commuttes (CWC) decided in April 1940
to open a women's wing of the congress at the
national and the provincial level. As a result, the
women s wing in Assam was opened 1n September
19400 with Pushpalata and Amolprova as joint
secretaries. It was an important step to drawing
more women to the national movement.

The congress working commttee, which met
at Wardha on 14th July 1942 discussed Gandhayt's
idea of lavnching a mass movement in the country
demanding the tmmediate withdrawal of the
British Power from Indian soi1l It adopted a
resolution to thie effect, which was notified 1in the
All India Congress Commuttee (AICC) session

held in Bombay on 7"8 August 1942 22
Immediately, following the adoption of the Quit
India resolution, the congress organizations both
at the provincial and district levels were asked to
gear themselves up for the movement and to enroll
volunteers on a large scale. Non payment of taxes
and revenue, anti war propaganda, general strikes
to hamper war production and supply,
establishment of a parallel government. defiance
of the law, bovcott, picketing and hunger strikes
were cited as probable agenda for the future course
of action. Women of Aszam joined the movement
n large numbers. Many Satyagrahi traming centers
for the women were opened in different places of
Assam It may be worth mentioming that in the
Quit India movement, there were two types of
programs. One was constructive and the other one
was obstructive or destructive. One section of the
population was firm in 1ts conviction that the
sequence of meetings and processions had been
tedious and fruitless. They therefore resorted to a
series of underground activities which mcluded
disruption of communication by cutting telegraph
and telephone lines, sometimes even destroving
bridges and railway lines and burning government
buildings. Needless to sav, those freedom fighters,
who had chosen this revolutionary path, had to
face untold misenies. Often they walked for dayvs
together without a wink of sleep or a morsel of
food, exposing their lives to great risks. In most
urban areas the students, both bovs and girls
continued to play an active part in the underground
movement by not only bovcotting their
educational institutions but also by organizing
themselves into Death Squads known as “Mritvu
Bahini™

The women of Assam understood Gandhiji's
concept of ‘Do or Die’ in their own way and
participated in all tvpes of actrvities during the
Quit India movement. The Darrang District
Congress Committee of Assam decided to hosst
the national flag on the police stations and the
court buildings. which were the symbols of British
authority. Accordingly, the plan was drawn under
the leadership of Pushpalata Das to hoist the
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national flag on 20th September in Gohpur,
Dhekiajuli, Bihali and Sootea. It was decided to
come out in processions consisting of men and
women from nearby villages and to procead for
flag hoisting. The police opened fire on the
peaceful processionists at Gohpur and Dhekiapuli
Kanaklata Barua, Khahuh Devi and Kamuli Dewn
died of bullet injuries on the spot and manv others
were badly injured.

Most of the Assamese women generally
participated in the movement on Gandhian
non violent line. But some of them being
disappointed with the Gandhian methods became
mvolved i underground and extremist activities.
In the Sibsagar district, Aikan Bhuvan of Mudogyjan
near Teok took the lead in setting fire to the
Amgun High School. She conducted several secret
meetings where she reportedly instigated a number
of congress yvouths to damage government
properties. While the saboteurs were engaged in
their demolition activities she often volunteered
for patrolling duty 28 The local congress entrusted
the task of carryving top secret messages from one
place to another to Sudhalata Dutta and Rebotn
Lahon, who often had to traverse long distances
on foot to camry out their duty. Sudhalata Dutta
once even covered a distance of 142 kilometer on
foot with a child on her lap 29 Dunng one such
errand Reboti Lahon developed pneumonia and
breathed her last while walking from Boloma to
Ghiladhari 30 Braving all hazards, the girls in the
course of their visits to various places with secret
messages also propagated the 1dea of underground
movement. even in the remotest areas of Assam.
In Nowgong district Jaymati Saikia cooperated
with the revolutionary group to burn the Bebejia
road bridge on 25 / 26 August 1942 In that district,
girls like Pitram Saikia and Dagati Bora worked
for the security of the underground male
workers.31 Brajnath Sarma’s wives, Gunawati
Devi and Rakshada Devt helped their hushand and
his underground party workers to carry on their

sabotage activities by providing them with food
and shelter 32 Ratnabala Phukan, a female
member of the death squad. not only took part in
the destruction of bridge and the burming down of
government buildings but also allowed her house
to be used as a center of underground activities 33
Educated girls belonging to the secret groups were
used 1n transmitting secret circulars and bulletins.
Another women. Budheswart Hazarika took an
active part i sinking cargo boats carrving military
supplies through the Brahmaputra river.
Conclusion : In the light of the above
discussion. it can be concluded that with a limited
participation 1n the 1921 phase_ the involvement
of women in the subsequent phases of the
movement became massive 1n scale and similar
it nature to that of the male participations.
Countless women also contributed to the cause
of freedom by bearing patiently the hardship. This
struggle of the women headed by woman's
organisation was also the struggle for
emancipation. Providing them a public space, 1t
give woman a scope to define a self-image, 1n
terms of an mdividual and separate identity rather
than the traditional identity of being a daughter,
wife and mother It was for this reason that the
British Prome Minister declared in 1930 that who,
they were afraid of was not Gandhij1 but the
innumerable women of India who became the
mouthpiece of the message of revolt in every
houschold. No military force could suppress such

an awakesing. 4
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OPIUM WAR IN CHINA

Kangkan Haloi
A studenr of 4th sem.

The Anglo-Chinese War, 1839-1842_ 13
customarily called the Oprom War, since from the
Chinese point of view, the opium trade was the
main cause. The Opum Wars of 1839 to 1842
and 1856 to 1860 marked a new stage in Chinas
relations with the West. Chinas military defeats
i these wars forced its rulers to sign treaties
opening many ports to foreign trade. From the
British standpoint, the motive for the war was not
opium prohibition but the rather the repeated
insults and humihations the British received from
the Chinese government. The Opium Wars
represent the first major armed confrontation
between China and the modern West. They were
a watershed i Chinese history. The traditional
Chinese system of foreign relations was a very
complex and intricate mechanism. in which
cultural, military, economic and political factors
all played an important part. According to
histonians like J. K. Fairbank & Li Chien Nung,
they helieve it was the cultural clash between the
eastern Chinese civilizations and the western
civilization of the European nations that caused
the war The cultural clash between China and
European nations 1s believed to be the dniving
force which ultimately resulted in the opium war.
According to Michael Greenberg, 1t was the
inequalities of canton trade that caused the
war According to native Chinese historians like
Tan Chung and also Karl Marx_ they believe that
optum was the main cause of war. Throughout the
17th and 18th centuries, Chinese goods,
particularly silk, spices and tea were in high
demand in European countries, but the market for
Western goods 1n China was virtually non-
existent. This was partly becanse China was

largely self-sufficient and trade laws denied
foreigners access to China’s interior, but also
because the Chinese Emperor banned the trade of
most European goods. This left silver and gold as
the only acceptable method of payment, causing
a silver shortage 1in Europe and significantly
hindenng trade.

In the late 18th century and early 19th
century, opium was the world’s largest traded
commeodity and Britain operated the world’s
largest drug cartel. The opium trade was
dominated by the British East India Company;,
which oversaw the cultivation and processing of
oprum 1n India that was sold at auctions in
Calcutta. The British East India Company built
up a huge debt for silk and tea. The unfavourable
balance of trade between Britain and China and
resentment over China’s restrictive trading
practices set in motion the chamn of events that
led to the Opium Wars. When Britain could not
sustain its growing deficits from the tea trade with
China 1t smuggled opium into China. Thus, opium
grown in India was introduced as a new medmum
of exchange. Oprum was the perfect commeodity
for trading. It didn’t rot or spoil. it was easy to
transport and store, it created 1ts own market and
it was highly profitable.

The First Opium War (1839-42) The First
Opium War was a conflict that occurred between
China and Great Britain in the mid-1%th centurv.
The war was fought from 1839 to 1842 and was
triggered by the Chinese government’s attempts
to curb the importation of opum from British
India The beginning of the First Oprum War can
be traced back to the early 19th century when the
British began trading opium with China. The
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British East India Company had a monopoly on
the opum trade in India and saw an opportunity
to sell their opum in China However, the Chinese
government viewed opium as a harmful dmg and
attempted to restrict its importation into the
country.

It was began in March 1839, when a Chinese
representative of the emperor named Lin Zexu,
ordered British merchants to stop trading opium
“forever and surrender “every article™ of opium
in their possession. The Chinese navy surrounded
optun-carrying British ships near Canton, cutting
off their food supply, while Lin prohibited all
foreigners from leaving Canton, in effect holding
them hostage, until the optum was turned over.

Under the Canton Trade system established
by the Qung dynasty to regulate trade in the 18th
century, Western traders were restricted to
conducting trade through the southern port of
Canton (Guangzhou). They could only reside in
the cityv in a limited space. including their
warchouses; they could not bring their families;
and they could not stav there more than few
months of the vear. Qing officials closely
supervised trading relations, allowing only
licensed merchants from Western countries to
trade through a monopoly guild of Chinese
merchants called the Cohong. Western merchants
could not contact Qing officials directly, and there
were no formal diplomatic relations between
China and Western countries. The Qing emperor
regarded trade as a form of tribute, or gifts given
to him personally by envovs who expressed
gratitude for his benevolent rule. Western traders
mainly conducted trade through licensed
monopoly companies, like Britains East India
Company and the Dutch VOC. Despite these
restrictions, both sides learned how to make profits
by cooperating with each other. The Chinese Hong
merchants, the key intermediaries between the
foreign traders and the officials, developed close
relations with their Western counterparts,
mstructing them on how to conduct their business

without antagomzing the Chinese bureaucracy In
18329, the Chinese government confiscated and

destroved over 20,000 chests of opium from
British merchants. This act of confiscation led to
the British government sending a mailitary force
to China to protect their commercial interests. The
British fleet arrived at China’s southern coast n
Tune 1840_and the war began There were several
causes of the First Opium War. The primary cause
was the British desire to mamntain their lucrative
optum trade with China The Brnitish East India
Company was making enormous profits from
selling opmum in China, and thev were determined
to protect their mterests. The Chinese government,
on the other hand, saw opium as a threat to the
health and social stability of the country and was
determined to prevent its importation. Another
cause of the war was the trade imbalance between
China and Britain. Britain had a huge demand for
Chinese goods such as tea. silk. and porcelain,
but the Chinese government restricted trade,
making 1t difficult for the British to access these
goods. In contrast, China had little demand for
British goods, leading to a trade deficit that the
British government hoped to address through the
optum trade.

During the war, the British were able to
defeat the Chinese navy and capture several key
coastal cities. The war ended with the signing of
the Treaty of Nanking in 1842 This treaty forced
China to open several ports to British trade_ cede
Hong Kong to Britain, and pay an mndemmnity to
Britain for the cost of the war Chinese historians
have regarded the two Opium Wars as unjust
impositions of foreign power on the weakened
Qing Empire . In the 20th century, the Republic of
China made laborious efforts to abolish what 1t
called unequal treaties. Although the wars, opium
trade, and treaties did reflect superior Western
military force, focusing only on Western
imposzitions on China grves us too narrow picture
of this pertod. This was not only a time of Western
and Chinese conflict over trade_ but a time of great
global transformation i which China played one
important role. The traders in opium included
Bntain the U5 | Turkey, India, and Southeast Asia
as well as domestic Chinese merchants.
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The First Opium War came to an end with
the treaty of Nanking signed 1n 1842 Henceforth,
Hong Kong was given to Britain. and the five ports
of Canton, Shanghai, Ningbo, Amov. and
Foochow were opened for foreign trade. China
had to pav a huge war indemnity to compensate
the British for the opium chests that were seized
by the Chinese officials. to settle the debts that
the Chinese merchants had taken from the British
merchants and to pay for the cost of expedition
that Britain carried agamnst China

The Treaty of Nanking was one of several
unequal treaties that China was forced to sign with
Western powers in the 19th and early 20th
centuries. These treaties gave Western powers
sigmificant economic and political power in China
and weakened the authority of the Chinese
government. The unequal treaties also led to
mereased resentment among the Chinese people
towards Western powers and contributed to the
rizse of anti-foreign sentiment. The treaty of
WNanking was followed by a series of treaties signed
between China and various western nations. Treaty
of Bogue was sighed between Britain and China
i 1843,

+ Treatv of Whampoa was signed between
China and France in 1844 Treaty of Wangxia was
signed between China and Amenica in 1844,

» Treaty of Tientsin was signed between
China and the Western Powers 1 1858/1860.

These treaties force China to open its doors
for trade and cavsed a serious setback for the
Chinese economy.

The first treaty settlement maugurated a new
era in the history of China, an era of defeat and
repeated humiliation. According to J. K. Fairbank,
it led to a change in the relationship between the
western powers and China. The western powers
wanted to explort China economically, socially and
politically. The defeat in the first opium war
resulted in territorial. financial and political loss
and suffrage. The Second Opum War(1856-1860)

The Second Opmum War, sometimes called
the “Armrow War”. was a continuation of the First
Optum War. Tensions came to a head in October

&, 1836 when Chinese officials boarded the Armrow,
a ship rumoured to be involved in piracy and
smuggling. The officials arrested 12 Chinese
subjects from the ship. The Arrow was a Chinese
owned ship and registered 1n Hong Kong, but was
flying a British flag and the British claimed 1t had
recently been registered to them. The British
demanded the release of the sailors, using the
unequal treaties as the legal grounds for this
request.

The British argument was a weak one and
they resorted to claiming that the Chinese soldiers
had insulted the British flag. The Chinese
government was too busv dealing with the Taiping
Rebellion to try and resist the British military, and
the British easily destroved the forts at Canton and
then moved in to attack the city. The British asked
France_the United States, and Russia to join them
against the Chinese. The French were very
enthusiastic to help because one of their
missionaries had recently been assassinated by the
Chinese. The US and Russia sent envoys
promising support, but never sent any actual
military assistance.

The causes of the Second Opium War were
similar to those of the First Opium War. Western
powers, including Britain and France, were
determined to protect their economac and political
interests in China_while the Chinese government
was determined to limit foreign trade and
influence. Durning the war, British and French
forces were able to defeat the Chinese army and
capture several key cities, including Beijing. The
war ended with the signing of the Treaty of
Tientsin in 1858, which forced China to open more
ports to foreign trade, legalize the opium trade,
and pay indemnities to Britain and France for the
cost of the war. The Brnitish wanted China to be
open to merchants, legalization of the optum trade,
foreign imports to be exempt from internal tax
duties, the stifling of piracy, regulation of the
coolie trade, ambassadors to be allowed to reside
in Beijing, and the English version of treaties to
take precedence over the Chinese version, China
refused to negotiate with any of the countries,
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which angered the western countries The
consequences of the Second Opmum War were
significant. The war further weakened the Chinese
government and contributed to the rise of anti-
foreign sentiment in China. The Treaty of Tientsin,
like the Treaty of Nanking, was an unequal treaty
that gave Western powers significant economic
and political power in China. The treaty also led
to the expansion of Western imperialism in China
and the carving up of China into spheres of
mfluence among Western powers.

The Second Opiem War also had important
international consequences. It marked the
beginning of a period of intense Western
imperialism in China and increased tensions
between China and Western powers. The war also
had implications for international law and
diplomacy. with Western powers using the
principle of extraterritoriality to assert their
authority over Chinese citizens. An immediate and
direct consequence of the Opium Wars was the
re-organisation of China’s relations with the
western powers based on the treaties that
concluded them. However, the Wars also had long
term consequences, in terms of weakening the
Chinese Empire. dislocating China’s traditional
economy, and giving rise to varied movements for
the regeneration of China- ranging from those
which sought to reform a few of her traditional
mstitutions, to those which sought to dismantle

the entire traditional system and replace 1t with a
modern nation-state. Conclusion The First Opum
War (1839-1842) and the Second Opum War
(1838-1860) represent the first major armed
confrontations between China and the Western
powers. There were to be many more such
confrontations. but these two wars are linked
together, firstly, because the opum trade was a
major factor in both, and secondly, because some
of the unresolved 1ssues from the First War were
directly carried over in to the Second War. Both
wars represented a convincing defeat of the
Chinese Empire at the hands of a militanly far
supertor West. This military and technological gap
was never successfully bridged by the Chinese
Empire, and for this reason it remamed highly
vulnerable to Western pressures until its final
collapse m 1911. Tan Chung argues that 1t 1s
appropriate to term the war as opium was as it
was only when the opium interests of Britain were
threatened that it declared war upen China

The Opium Wars mark the beginning of
modern Chinese history. They deeply undermined
the Emperor s authority and set in motion a senes
of events that would eventually lead to the Qing
Dwnasty’s collapse. They also brought about the
decisive foreign occupation of China by foreign
powers. The humiliating Treaty of Nanking forced
China to expand trade opportunities and to cede

territory to Britain. 4
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POTENTIAL OF HISTORICAL
TOURISM IN MAYONG

Mavong 1s a small and beautiful village
located in the Mongaon district of the Indian state
of Assam, Known as the "Land of Black Magic,”
Mayong 1s steeped in mysticism and folklore that
date back to ancient times. The village 1s located
about 40 kilometers from the city of Guwahati
and 1s known for its rich cultural and historical
heritage. Mayvong has a historv of magic and
witcheraft. which is reflected i the numerous
mvths and legends associated with the place The
village 15 also home to several ancient temples
and monuments, which provide a glimpse into the
rich history and culture of the region. Known as
the “Land of Black Magic.” Mavong 1s steeped in
mysticism and folklore that date back to ancient
tumes. It 1s said that the village has a history of
practicing magic and sorcery, which has been
passed down through generations. The name
"Mavong™ 15 derived from the Sanskrit word
“Mava,” which means 1llusion or magic. The
village of Mavong is surrounded by lush green
hills and is situated on the banks of the
Brahmaputra niver. The village 1s home to several
ancient temples. which are believed to have been
constructed during the rule of the Ahom dynasty.
These temples hold great sigmificance in the lives
of the locals, who regularly visit them to offer
prayvers and seek blessings. The magic and sorcery
of Mayvong have been the subject of numerous
legends and myths that have been passed down
through generations. The village 1z said to have

Dimpi Das

A student of Ird sem.

been a hub of black magic and sorcery during
ancient times. It is said that the people of Mayong
were able to control the elements, summon spirits,
and cast spells that could heal or harm others.
Some of the most famous practices that are said
to have been prevalent in Mavong include the use
of mantras, charms, and spells to ward off evil
spirtts, cure diseases, and bring prospenty.
Objective

1.To examine the unique historical and
cultural hentage of Mayong and its potential for
tourism development.

2. To 1identify the challenges and
opportunities for tourism development 1n
Mavong.

3 .To purpost strategies for sustainable
tourism promotion in Mavong.

= Methodology

The research follows an analytical method
of ivestigation within the framework of historical
methodology. The historical method comprises the
techniques and guidelines which makes use of
primary sources and other evidence, such as
secondary sources which are examined and
critically analysed to write history. This research
paper will use a combination of primary and
secondary sources to examine the potential of
historical tourism n Mayong.

Primary sources will include interviews with
local residents. tourism officials. and other
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stakeholders in the tourism industry in Mavong.
The mantraputhis or manuscripts on mantras
preserved i the Mavong Village Museum and
Research Centre and also i custody of individuals
form an important primary source for the study.
Secondary sources will include published
academic research on the history and culture of
Mavong, as well as government reports and
tourism statistics. The secondary sources include
articles published in magazines and souvenirs,
books, newspapers etc. which focus on Mavong
as a centre of magic. Legend and Mythology of
Mayong The land of Mayong 1s mysterious. Even
the name of the village has a mysterv in it It 15
believed that the name of the place onginated from
‘Maya meaning magic. There are a number of
taies associated with the place. One storv states
that when all the Northeastern states were known
as Assam,. some Manipuris belonging to the
Maubong clan inhabited this area which 1s why it
came to be known as Mavhong and later with time
changed to Mayvong. Another tale has it that an
elephant 1s known as Mivong in Manipur
language which 1z why the village was given this
name which later got modified to Mayong over
time. It 13 also said that sacred parts of Goddess
Shalktt were found here and the older generation
called them Maa-R-Ongo which means Goddess
parts, and therefore it was known as Mayong.
Mayong has been mentioned in the Mahabharata
and many, ancient works. Legend has it that the
Chief of the Kachari Kingdom, Ghatotkacha
participated in the battle of Mahabharata after he
got magical powers from Mayvong. It 1s also
believed that the forest is still home to the saints
who wish to practice black magic. Also, human
sacrificez took place here to worship Goddess
Shakt: and make her happy. Culture of Mavong
Assam 1s the meeting ground of diverse culture.
The Assamese culture 1s a rich and exotic because
it 15 developed due to the cultural assimilation of
different ethnocultural groups like Karbi, Bodo,
Kachari, Wiri, Misimi, Rabha etc. From ancient
time, Mayong territory 15 also rich for its various
cultural elements. There are number of traditional

festivals celebrated in Mavong some of which are
connected with agricultural actrvities like Bihn
festival. Bhekuli Biva and Nowka Khanda Utsav
and some are associated with ritualistic galety like
Tulani Biva, Sitala Puja, Garakhiva Puja etc.
Among all the festivals, the Gohamn Uliowa Utsav
(the festival of bninging Gods together for outing)
15 the most important cultural celebration of
Mavong. It was actually a roval festival mitiated
by the royal family of Mayong. The 10th king of
the Mayong Kingdom Sarassa Chandra Singha
inavgurated this festival 1n 1668 century. Since
then, the festival were organised by the local
people with ancient traditional customs and now
it cross 345 years. The festival 1s celebrated every
vear from 4th 6th Bohag, the 1st month of
Assamese Year It1s celebrated for 3 days at three
different places of Mavong. The three day long
program tncludes ceremonial bath of Pancha
gohain, processions along with Pancha gohain
from Hatimuria Bamun Gohain Than to Bagawati
Than of Kamakhva-Dham of Borkhat,
Burhamavong. Finally the procession end in
Rajagharia Namgarh The King of Mayvong along
with his court members also attends all the
programs of the festival Various cultural groups
show their respect to the king with their traditional
attire. The practices of some traditional dances and
songs are also common among its local villagers.
Many people of this locality are very expert in
playing some tradittonal musical instruments. One
local people of Burhamayong name Sukleswar
Teron plays Kali (A musical instrument) which 1s
now rare to see. Besides these, the tradition of
practicing magic and witchcraft 1s another
important component of Mayong culture. The
practicing Oja (person related with magic) have
their own rule and they always lives a separate
live as compare to normal person. So there culture
15 different. The people of Mavyong used to
participate in the Junbeel Mela associated with
Magh Bihu and celebrated under the auspices of
the Gobha King 93 The festival provides an
opportunity of interaction among the people living
in the plains with those of the hills. For the people
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of Mayong, Krisna occupies an important position
among the gods in the Hindu pantheon.
Janmastami 1s celebrated each vear on the &th day
of the month of Bhada (August-September). In
connection with the festival different cultural
programs are arranged in the village namghars.
The namprasanga and bhaonas are arranged. The
goddess Kali 1s worshipped 1n Mayong and there
15 a Kali-than at Rajamavong village. The festival
of Deepawali 1s also celebrated in Mavong The
Raas festival is celebrated in the autumn season
and organized in Rajamayong village. Ganapati,
Bighneswara, Bighniraj or Vinavaka are other
names of Ganesa and this popular deity 1= also
worshipped 1n Mayong.

Traditional festivals are still given
prominence in Mayong There are some rituals
connected to agriculture such as Guch-dia. Nara-
singa, Na-khua, Bhekuli-bia which are connected
to the folk belief system of Mayong. The goddess
Sitalais worshipped to give relief from diseases
1 the summer season 96 Garakhia Sewa 15 taking
the blessings of five, seven or nine young bovs by
the family of a patient in the belief that they will
bless and cure the patients. Garakhiva
Sabahfestival 1s celebrated at the grazing fields
or 1 a village, under a large tree where naamlartan
ritual 15 performed. The Bhekuli-bia rituals
are intended to bring abundant rainfall. The Na-
khua has the tradition that cereals should not be
given or sold prior to the completion of the festival.

* Potential for historical tourism in Mayong
There 1s a great potential for historical tourism in
Mavong due to its unique cultural and historical
significance. The village has a nich tradition of
magic and sorcery that dates back several
centuries, and many tourists visit Mavong to learn
about these practices and their role in the local
culture. Mavong has several historical sites and
landmarks that are of interest to tourists, including
the Mavong Central Museum_ which houses
artifacts related to witcheraft and the supernatural,
and the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary, which 1s
home to several endangered species of wildlife,
Mayong 1s an archaeologist’s delight and the place

also has longest stone inscription found in Asia
(3.85 Mur) which dates back several hundred years.
Along with 1t there are 12th century old Shiv
Parvarti and Ganesha stone images at Burha
Mayong village, one 10th century old Shiv -
Parvat: and one (Ganesha stone image is at
Chanaka village. In the Ganesha temple of
Hatimuris village there 15 a 10th century old huge
stone image. Two stone images of Shiv - Parvati
are at Shiv Shrine of Kachashila Hill dating back
to 9th Century. One can also see the historic fort
built by Ahom king Pratap Singha in 1327 AD at
Hatibagara here Burhamavong abounds in
sculptures of various tvpes, and ancient weaponry
like varieties of swords, shields, spears, bows and
arrows, etc, have been preserved in the famous
Kesaikhatty shrine here. A unique feature of
Mayong has been the presence of so many temples
in s0 small an area: Apart from the Kesaikhaity
temple, other shrines include Narasingha ashram,
Ganesh temple of Hatimuria, Kacha Shila,
Bhagavati and Lakshmi temple, Shildubi
naamghar, Daipara Misaman Satra, Garabandha
and Gauranga temple, RojaMavong Hanmandir,
Thargaon Shivamandir, etc In addition to these
historical sites, Mavong 1s also home to several
festivals and cultural events that attract tourists
from all over the world. The Mayong-Pobitora
Festival, for example, 15 a popular event that
celebrates the culture and traditions of the local
people, and it provides tourists with a unique
opportunity to learn about the history of Mayong
and 1ts people.

Mavong 15 a treasure of information about
herbal medicine and traditional medication
techniques. List of 30 plants and traditional
treatment given. The knowledge has been
transferred through generations using palm leaf
manuscripts, orally and other wnitten forms. Many
People of all ages, positions and education level
from abroad and within the nation wvisits the
traditional medical practiioners of Mayong for
treatment from various ailments. There are
testimonials which claim of being properly healed
from ailments. where even modern medical
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facilities failed to treat. The traditional healers
spend more than half of their life learning about
the diverse ethno - medicinal plants and practicing
to cure of people from different diseaszes in this
area. Promotion of Mayong for traditional
treatment 15 mostly done through word of mouth
on the basis of references . Though there 15 some
mformation 1n the intemnet about the traditional
treatments in Mayvong, but it has been
overshadowed by the image of Mayongas a’ Land
of Black Magic™.

* Tourism Prospects of Mavong Mayong has
the potential to become a major tourist destination,
thanks to its rich cultural heritage and unique
attractions. The village has already begun to attract
a growing number of visitors, both domestic and
mternational, who are interested in learning about
its history and traditions.

To capitalize on this potential. the
government and local stakeholders should invest
in developing infrastructure, such as tourist
accommodations, restaurants, and transportation
services. This would make 1t easier for visitors to
access the village and stav for longer periods of
time, which would in turn generate more income
for the local economy. In addition, efforts should
be made to promote Mavong as a cultural
destination through marketing campaigns, social
media outreach, and partnerships with travel
agencies. By highlighting the wvillage's vnique
cultural offerings_such as its temples_ shrines, and
occult practices, Mavong can aftract a wider
audience of tourists who are interested 1n learning
about the region’s rich history:

Cultural tourism 1s one of the most popular
tyvpes of tourism in Mavong. The village has a rich
history and culture, and visitors are often interested
m leaming about the traditions and customs of
the people who live there. There are several
cultural attractions in Mayong that draw visitors,
imcluding the Mayong Central Museum and
Emporium, which showcases the history and
culture of the village. There are also several
festivals and events that take place 1n Mayong
throughout the vear, including the Mayvong-

Pobitora Festival, which celebrates the cultural
heritage of the region. Adventure Tourism
Adventure tourism is another popular tyvpe of
tourism in Mavong. The village is located m a
beautiful natural setting, surrounded by lush
forests and rolling hills. Visitors can enjoy a range
of outdoor activities in Mavong, including
trekking, camping, and wildlife safanis. One of the
most popular destinations for adventure tourism
in Mayong is the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary,
which 1s home to a large population of one-horned
rhinoceroses. Ecotourism 1s a type of tourism that
focuses on promoting sustainable tourism
practices and preserving the natural environment.
Mayong 1s a great destination for ecotourism. as
the wvillage 1s located in a region that 13 rich in
biodiversity. Visttors can explore the natural
beauty of the region. and learn about the efforts
that are being made to protect the environment.
The Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary 1= a popular
destination for ecotounism in Mavong, as it s
home to a range of rare and endangered species.
Spiritual Tourism Mavong 1s also a popular
destination for spiritual tourism. The village 1s
known for 1ts association with the art of magic,
and visitors are often drawn to the mystical and
spirttual traditions of the region. There are several
temples and shnnes in Mayvong that are considered
to be sacred the local people, including the Kachari
Ghat and the 5n1 Sri Bhairab Devalava. Visitors
can also explore the traditional practices of magic
and sorcery in Mavong, and learn about the
spiritual beliefs of the people who live there.
Health and wellness tourism is a growing trend in
Mayvong. Visitors come to the village to take
advantage of the natural healing properties of the
region, including the medicinal herbs and plants
that grow there. There are several health and
wellness retreats in Mayvong that offer a range of
treatments and therapies, including Ayvurvedic
massages, voga, and meditation. Agro Tourism
Mayong 15 also a place for agro-tounism, where
tourists can leamn about the agricultural practices
of the region. The local farmers practice organic
farming and use traditional methods of cultivation.
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Tourists can leam about the various crops grown
1 the region, like paddy, tea, jute, and more. The
Mayong Organic Farm 15 a great place to visit to
experience the local agricultural practices.

* Major attraction of Mayong 1) Mavong
Central Museum and Emporium Mavong Central
Museum and Emporium 15 a museum and
emporium located i the village of Mayong in the
Indian state of Assam_ Mavong 1s known as the
“Land of Black Magic™ and the museum is
dedicated to showcasing the unique cultural
hentage and history of the region. The museum
houses a vast collection of artifacts related to the
practice of magic and sorcery; including ancient
manuscripts, books, herbs, potions, and traditional
magical objects. Visitors can learn about the
history and evolution of magic in Mayong and the
significance of different spells and rituals. In
addition to the museum_ the Mavong Central
Emporium offers a range of locally made
handicrafts, souvenirs, and products related to
magic and folklore. Visitors can purchase items
such as traditional clothing, masks, and other
unique artifacts that reflect the local culture and
heritage. Overall, the Mavong Central Museum
and Emporium 1is a fascinating destination for
those interested in the history of magic and sorcery;
as well as for anvone secking a deeper
understanding of the cultural heritage of the
Mayong region. 2)Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary
Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary 1s a wildlife reserve
located in the Mongaon district of Assam, India.
The sanctuary 1s known for 1ts population of one-
homed rhinoceroses and 15 often referred to as the
“Rhino Capital of the World™. Spread across an
area of 388 square kilometers, Pobitora 1s home
to over 100 rhinoceroses, making it one of the
densest populations of the species in the world.
Apart from rhinoceroses, the sanctuary 1s also
home to other species such as wild buffalo, wild
boar, leopard, Asiatic elephant, and
various species of birds. The sanctuary offers jeep
safans for visitors to explore the park and view
the wildlife in thewr natural habitat. The best time

to visit Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary 1s from
November to April when the park 1z open for
visttors and the weather 1s pleasant. 3)Kachasila
Hill Kachasila Hill 15 a must-visit tourist spot.
known for a significant and renowned temple atop
the Hill. located a few kilometers from the Wildlhife
Sanctuary. The temple dates back to the 9th
century with a number of 1dols of Lord Shiva and
(Goddess Parvati. It also 1s home to many other
gorgeous 1dols of Lord Ganesha within the
complex with a number of rare statues and cortin
stones that attract many researchers to visit the
town. 4)Teghena Waterfalls About an hour and
few minutes from Village Mavong, the Tegheria
Waterfalls are set among lush green hills with cool
and refreshing cascades of water that now draw a
huge mflux of both local and tourist crowds to
the tourist attraction. Considered a magnificent
natural spot_ the Tegheria Waterfalls 15 also a
much-preferred picnic spot in the region.

+ Conclusion In conclusion. Mayong has a
utitque and fascinating cultural heritage that makes
it an 1deal destination for historical tounism. With
its ancient temples mystical practices_and diverse
ethnic community, the village has a lot to offer
visitors who are interested in learning about
Assam’s rich history and traditions. To fully
capitalize on this potential. however. more
investment and promotion 1s needed. By
developing infrastructure and marketing the
village as a cultural destination, Mayong
can attract a wider audience of tourists and

generate more mcome for the local economy. +
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APARTHEID-MEANING, BEGINNING & FACTS

Latiful Al

Apartheid was a system of mstitutionalised
racial segregation that existed in South Africa and
South West Africa (now Namibia) from 1948 to
the early 1990s. Apartheid was characterised by
an authoritarian political culture based on
baasskap (lit. “boss-hood” or "boss-ship™), which
ensured that South Africa was dominated
politically, socially. and economically through
minoritarianism by the nation’s dominant minority
white population According to this system of
social stratification, white citizens had the highest
status, followed by Indians and Coloureds, then
Black Africans [4] The economic legacy and social
effects of apartheid continue to the present day,
particularly mequality.

Broadly speaking, apartheid was delineated
into petty aparthetd, which entailed the segregation
of public faciliies and social events, and grand
apartheid. which dictated housing and
employment opportunities by race The first
apartheid law was the Prohibition of Mixed
Marriages Act, 1949 followed closely by the
Immorality Amendment Act of 1930, which made
it illegal for most South African citizens to marry
or pursue sexual relationships across racial
lines. The Population Registration Act, 1930
classified all South Africans into one of four racial
groups based on appearance, known ancestry,
socioeconomic status, and cultural lifestyle:
“Black™, “White”, “Coloured™. and “Indian™, the
last two of which included several sub-
classifications. Places of residence were
determined bv racial classification Between 1960
and 1983, 3.5 million black Africans were
removed from their homes and forced into
segregated neighbourhoods as a result of apartheid
legizlation, 1n some of the largest mass evictions
in modern history Most of these targeted removals
were intended to restrict the black population to

ten designated “tribal homelands™, also known as
bantustans, four of which became nomainally
independent states. The government announced
that relocated persons would lose their South
African citizenship as they were absorbed into the
bantustans. Apartheid sparked significant
international and domestic opposition, resulting
it some of the most influential global social
movements of the 20th century. It was the target
of frequent condemnation i the United Nations
and brought about extensive international
sanctions, including arms embargoes and
economic sanctions on South Africa During the
1970s and 1980s, internal resistance to apartheid
became increasingly muilitant, prompting brutal
crackdowns by the National Party ruling
government and protracted sectarian violence that
left thousands dead or in detention Some reforms
of the apartheid system were undertaken, including
allowing for Indian and Coloured political
representation in parliament, but these measures
failed to appease most activist groups.

Between 1987 and 1993, the National Party
entered into bilateral negotiations with the African
National Congress (ANC), the leading anti-
apartheid political movement, for ending
segregation and introducing majority rule [13][16]
In 1990, prominent ANC figures such as Nelson
Mandela were released from prison Apartheid
legislation was repealedon 17 June 1991, leading
to multiracial elections in April 1994,

Soctety during apartheid - Blacks were
prohibited from attending white churches under
the Churches Native Laws Amendment Act of
1957, but this was never ngiudly enforced, and
churches were one of the few places races could
mux without the interference of the law. Blacks
earning 360 rand a vear or more had to pay taxes
while the white threshold was more than twice as
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high. at 730 rand a vear On the other hand, the
taxation rate for whites was considerably higher
than that for blacks.

Blacks could not acquire land 1n white areas.
In the homelands, much of the land belonged to a
“tribe”, where the local chieftain would decide
how the land had to be used. This resulted in
whites owning almost all the industrial and
agricultural lands and much of the prized
residential land. Most blacks were stripped of their
South African citizenship when the “homelands™
became “independent”, and they were no longer
able to apply for South African passports.
Eligibility requirements for a passport had been
difficult for blacks to meet, the government
contending that a passport was a privilege, not a
right, and the government did not grant many
passports to blacks. Apartheid pervaded culture
as well as the law, and was entrenched bv most of
the mainsream of India.

Opposition to Apartheid - Resistance to
apartheid within South Africa took many forms
over the years, from non-violent demonstrations,
protests and strikes to political action and
eventually to armed resistance.

Together with the South Indian National
Congress, the ANC organized a mass meeting in
1932, durning which attendees burmned their pass
books. A group calling itself the Congress of the
People adopted a Freedom Charter 1n 1955
asserting that “South Africa belongs to all who
ltve 1n 1t, Black or white ™ The government broke
up the meeting and arrested 130 people. charging
them with high treason. Resistance to apartheid
within South Africa took many forms over the
vears, from non-violent demonstrations, protests
and strikes to political action and eventually to
armed resistance. By 1961, most resistance leaders
had been captured and sentenced to long prison
terms or executed. Nelson Mandela, a founder of
Umkhonto we Sizwe (“Spear of the Nation™). the
military wing of the ANC, was incarcerated from
1963 to 1990; his imprisonment would draw
mternational attention and help garner support for
the anti-apartheid cause.

On June 10, 1930, his followers smuggled a
letter from Mandela in prison and made 1t public:
“UNITE! MOBILIZE! FIGHT ON! BETWEEN
THE ANVIL OF UNITED MASSACTIONAND
THE HAMMER OF THEARMED STRUGGLE
WE SHALL CRUSH APARTHEID!™

In 1976, when thousands of Black children
in Soweto, a Black township outside
Johannesburg, demonstrated against the Afrikaans
language requirement for Black African students,
the police opened fire with tear gas and bullets.

The protests and government crackdowns
that followed. combined with a national economic
recession. drew more wnternational atrention to
South Africa and shattered any remaming illusions
that apartheid had brought peace or prosperity to
the nation.

The United Nations General Assembly had
denounced apartheid in 1973, and 1n 1976 the UN
Security Council voted to impose a mandatory
embargo on the sale of arms to South Africa In
19835, the United Kingdom and United States
imposed economic sanctions on the country.

Under pressure from the international
community, the National Party government of
Pieter Botha sought to institute some reforms,
including abolition of the pass laws and the ban
on nterracial sex and marnage. The reforms fell
short of anv substantive change_ however, and by
1989 Botha was pressured to step aside in favor
of another conservative president, FW. de Klerk,
who had supported apartheid throughout his
political career.

Conclusion - Though a conservative, De
Klerk underwent a conversion to a more pragmatic
political philosophy, and his government
subsequently repealed the Population Registration
Act, as well as most of the other legislation that
formed the legal basis for apartheid. De Klerk
freed Nelson Mandela on February 11, 1990.

A new constitetion. which enfranchised
Black citizens and other racial groups, took effect
in 1994 _and elections that vear led to a coalition
government with a nonwhite majornty, marking

the official end of the apartheid system 4
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BHAKTI-AN
ANALYSIS WITH
SPECIAL
REFERENCE OF
SOCIETY

Ranjit Kahta

The origin of the Bhakti cult first began in
south India in the 7TH -8TH century 1n order to
bridge the gulf between the shaivas and vaishnavas
It stood for intense personal devotion and
complete self surrender to god It belived in the
unity of godhead brotherhood of man and equality
of all religion The roots of the Bhakti movement
can be traced to the Upanishads and Purans and
the Bhagvad Gita _The Bhakti movement gained
importance tn the northemn parts of the century
during the 12th-17th century CE. There 15 no
single opinion about the origin of Bhakn
movemnent, there 1s unamumity of thought over the
fact that Bhakti movement was basad on eqality
and devotional surrender to a personally concerved
supreme god. The Bhakti movement was a reforms
movement 1n Hinduism. During the time of
muslim rule in India the Hindu society was full of
many social anomalies like rigidity of caste
system, irrelevant rituals and religious practices,
blind faiths and social dogmas The society also
suffered from polytheism, segregation, severe
economic disparity due to casteism.
Untouchability ete.

The religion itself was monopolized by the
Brahmins who themselves led a degenerated and
corrupt moral life common men 1n general had
developed on adverse attitude towards these social
evils and were in need of a liberal form of religion
where they could identify themselves with simple

religious practices. There fore popular
dissatisfaction against the exusting social religious
evils was a major catalyst behind the spread of
Bhakti movement all over India for a long period
of time SOCIAL CONTENT OF BHAKTI
MOVEMENT INTRODUCTION The onigin of
the Bhakti cult first began 1n south India in the
JTH -8TH century in order to bridge the gulf
between the sharvas and vaishnavas It stood for
intense personal devotion and complete self
surrender to god It belived in the unity of godhead
brotherhood of man and equality of all religion
.The roots of the Bhakti movement can be traced
to the Upanishads and Purans and the Bhagvad
Gita . The Bhakti movement gamned importance
in the northemn parts of the century during the 12th-
17th century CE. There 1s no single opinion about
the origin of Bhakti movement, there 1s unamimity
of thought over the fact that Bhakti movement was
based on egality and devotional surrender to a
personally conceived supreme god. The Bhakti
movement was a reforms movement m Hinduism.
During the time of muslim rule in India the Hindu
society was full of many social anomalies like
rigidity of caste svstem.irrelevant rituals and
religious practices blind faiths and social dogmas
.The society also suffered from polytheism
.segregation severe economic disparity due to
casteism Untouchability ete. The religion itself
was monopolized by the Brahmins who
themselves led a degenerated and corrupt moral
life common men in general had developed on
adverse attitude towards these social evils and
were in need of a liberal form of religion where
they could identify themselves with simple
religious practices. There fore popular
dissatisfaction against the exusting social religious
evils was a major catalyst behind the spread of
Bhaktt movement all over India for a long period
of time SOCIAL CONTENT OF BHAKTI
MOVEMENT The Bhakti movement was a
special reform that began with the idea of
removing cast and gender distinction Superstitious
beliefs of Indian society in pre-medieval and
medieval era Indian social structure was based on
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rigid and discriminatory caste system which
determined on mndividuals status and place.in
society based on social hierarchy. The mechanism
of social hierarchy started producing relationships
based on superiority and inferionty complexes
which later an on also established the practice of
untouchability, differences and discrimination
based on religion was widespred. Relationship
between men and woman were based on an
unequal positioning of woman in society.
Woman's freedoms were restricted and basic rights
were detied. As a result the Bhakti movement was
started. The most famous Bhakti saints came from
lower strata of society  So their understanding and
knowledge was based on their expeniences. They
could feel the sufferings of people and they counld
also see the oppressed people in themselves
because they were once them. Kabir, who was one
of the most important figure of Bhakti movement
like many other poet saints, He peached the
doctrine of monotheism, which 1s a belief 1s a one
single god. He said that god 1s one whom people
call by different names such as Fam and Rahim.
Through this conception of monotheism “He
condemned the mequality of men on the basis of
relizion caste tribe or race or family Kabir sayvs
that everybody is created by the same super power,
difference and inequality do not exist and one
creation is the same like another in the eves of
god .inequalitics based on religion caste race etc
are social construct and thus divide the people and
fail to see evervone with compassion and
humanitarian approach. Kabir saw the greatest
enemy of humanity and equality in Hindu caste
system. its rituals, conservation and superstitions.
Kabir said that the original Hindu religion 1s
captured by Brahmanical misinterpretation and
dominance through rituals and supertitions. So
kabir said that equality i Hindu society will not
come until the brahmanic rituals and practices will
go away from the religion. Kabir also attacked
the 1ll trartment and mentality of society for certain
occupants and theire occupations Kabir spread his

ideas that no job is lowly and every individual 1s
equal and respect worthy irrespective of jobs and
occupations he or she 15 doing Another Bhakti
saints Ravidas preached the importance of purity
of mind and soul instead of ceremomal purity of
body Ravidas said that 1f vou are honest in vour
prefession and good by heart thus respecting
humanity, vou are pure and so there i1s no need to
take bath in the holy ganga and visit religious
places. Medieval period was not just at all for
woman wormnans sufferings were much more acute
than today though all the Bhakti samnts did not
raise the issues of woman equality and nights
properly, but we can find the voices for woman
the wntings of Surdas and Meerabai For them a
woman and her body was not an object of sex and
bodily pleasures. In Meerabai and Surdas wrnitings
woman were seen on an uqual footing with men
Both advocated the liberation of woman from the
tdeology of male dominance .The established
ordere of male subjugation which confines a
woman on the four walls of the house and
restricts her freedom would have to be forsaken.
In the Bhakn poetry. consemed i1ssues of woman
were raised through attacking the existing social
order whers a woman was seen only in relation to
her husband and famlily there by detaching the
self of a woman from worldly and socially
constructed relationship and attaching the self to
the creator was felt necessary.

CONCLUSION :

The Bhakti movement was a sublimation of
terrible worldly suffenings pain and misery that
found natural outlet 1n sweet sad and poignant
devotional songs’ Bhakti movement had a
tremendous impact on society It could also
became so popular because the Bhakti saints who
led this movement were mainly from the
oppressed and lower sections of society and they
spoke out the things which thev expenienced as
well. Bhakti movement did not only addressed the
tzsue of religional issues, it also addressed the
socialy constructed caste and gender 1ssues. +
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