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GAUHATI UNIVERSITY
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M.A. History Syllabus

|. Each Course will be of 100 Marks. (80 Marks External Examination and 20
marks Home Assessment)

f=d

. There will be four course in course of the 4 semesiers (100 *16 =1600)

Y

General History will be Course - 416.

M.A. PROGRAMME IN HISTORY

The M.A programme in History consists of 4 semesters of 400 marks cach (1600
marks). Each semester has 4 couses . Group options {(Ancient. | and Modern) arc
indicated by A. and C respectively. A candidate must opt for the same group in all the
option| courses, The distribution of the courses is as follows:

COURSE

FIRST SEMESTER

101 Historical Methods

102 History of Assam (circa Sthto 1228 A.D)

103 History of USA (1783-1919)

104 Indian National Movement:

SECOND SEMESTER

205 History of China (1839-1949)

206 History of Assam (1228-1826)

207  A.State Formation in Ancient India
C. British Rule in india (1757-1837) :

208 A Agriculture, Trade and Urbanization in Early India
. Econemic History of Modern India (1757-1947)

THIRD SEMESTER
309 Iistory of Assam (1826-1947)

310 History of Modem Japan (1852-1941)
3 AL Aspects of Indian Art and Architecture,
€. Peasants and Workers' Resistance in Modern India

312 International Relations (1871-1939)



FOURTIH SEMESTER

413  Imemational Relations since 193%

414 A. Social History of Ancient India from the l:arliest time to 12006
¢'. Social History of Modem India

415 India’s Forcign Relations since 1947

416 Gender History

Guidelines of Syllabus of Scmester Course in history

I. The Post-Ciraduate course in History will be of four semesters consisting of total
128 credils covering two calendar years.

2. There will be a total of 16 courses in the four semesters, each course having 100
marks (Total marks:1600)

3. There will be 8 credits per course of 100 marks.

4. Each course of 100 marks (8 credits) will have 20 marks earmarked for intemnal
assessment and the remaining 80 marks for external examination.

DETAILS OF COURSES
FIRST SEMESTER
COLRSE - 101
HISTORICAL METHODS
Marks 100 (80+20)
Credit-8
Objective:

The course designed to acquaint student with the dominant methodological concerns
and basic concepts that have shaped the modem discipline of history.

UNIT-1 : Introduction to History and Historical Mcthods
UNIT-I : Nincteenth century Schools | -
A, Pogitive History
B. Whig History
UNIT-111: Dominant Trends in-the Twentieth Century
A. Marxist History
(i} History Material and Determinism
(i) Maxist Structuralism)
(1) History lrom Below § Debates within Marxist history
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B. The Annals School:
(i} Total listory: Mare Bloch. Lucien Febvre and the Early Years.

(i) Time and History: Rnand Braudel and Developments in the Sccond
Phase.

(i) History of Mentalities: Third Generation Annales I hstorians
UNIT-1V: Recent Trends, Foucault, Derrida
UNIT-V : Research Methodology in History
A. Types of Sources and Their Use — Primary and Secondary Evidenes.

B. Technigues of Research Work — Orgenization and Presentation:
Bibliography and Footnoting

Reading List

E.H.Camr : What is history

R..G.Collingwood : The Idea of History

H.Butterficld : The Which Interpretation of history
} B Bury : The ldea of Progress.

F.Stern ed : The Varieties of History

Essay by Pierre Vilar on Marxist history in Jacques le GofT and Pierre Nora eds..
Construction the past: Essays in | listerical Methodoloy.

E.J.Hobsbyvawm. “Karl Marx s Contribwion to historiography in ldeology and Social
Scicnce

Harvey Kay. The British Marxist Historians

E.P. Thompsons Poverty of Theory. The Poverly of Theory: orand Orrery ol Errrs™in
historians, Skinner ed, the retumn of Grand Theory in the Human Seiences

Bloch, Mare. The Histonans Crafl

Maurice Aymard and Harbans Mukhia, ¢ds. French Studies in History
pMarwick. A. The Nawral of History

JOURNAL

Journal of Modem History, 1972 Special Number ol Annales. |
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COURSE 102

(Ibjectives:

HISTORY OF ASSAM (circa 5th to 1228 A.D)

Marks 100 (B0+20)
Credit-8

The objective of this paper is to give a broad idea broad idea about the existing
political, social, cultural and religious institutions of Assam in the period

UNIT1
UNITII :

UNIT IH:

UNITIV:

: Historiography of Ancient Assam

The sources — A survey of the existing sources:
e Literature

e Inscriptions

o Coins

 » Material remains

State formation in ancient Assam:
e Emergence of the kingdom of Pragyotisa-Kamarupa

e Growth of a political centre in the Dhansiri-Doyang Valley and Kapili-
Jamuna Valley.

The Brahamaputra Valley
e Changes in the political and economic structure
e Socio-cultural changes -

Emergence of vama - jati sysiem

Development of vaisnavism. Saivism, Sakii cult and other religious
sects. \

References *

N.D.Choudhury - Historical Archaeology of Central Assam

R.D.Choudhury ¢ Archaeology of the Brahmaputra valley of Assam
V.Shastri (trans) : The Kalika Purana
P.Das: - “The Naraka Legend and Aryanisation of the Brahamaputra

H.iN. Dutta

Vally”in the Procecedings of the Indian history Congress,
Volume 66.

: " Sri Vasundhara Varman and the Political History of Ancient
Assam During ¢. 400 A.D”

: “A Report on Archaeological Excavation Conducted in the
State of Assam during the year 1997-1998 in the Journal of
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K.L. Barua

H.K. Barpujari {(ed)
P.C. Choudhury

R.G Basak
[.Sharma (ed)

PN. Bhattacharyya
M.M. Sharma
N.Lahiri

N.N. Vasu

B.K. Barua

B.K. Kakati

M.C. Chakladhar
S.K. Chatterji
S.Beal (trans)

T Watters (trans)
F.W. Thomas (trans)
M. Goswami (trans)

COURSE- 103

Objective :

the Assar Research Society Vol XXXIV Nos. 1&l. 1993
( Bharat Lokapriya
Commemoration Volume.

Ratna Gopinath  Bordoloi

- Early History of Kamarupa

- Studies in the History of Assam

- Comprehensive History of Assam, Volumel

. The Histery of Civilization of the people of Assam o the

12th century A.D.

- History of North-Eastern India

- Kamarupasanavali

: Kamarupasanavali

. Inscriptions of ancirnl Assam

. Pre-Ahom Assam

. Social History of Kamarupa Volume 1-1il

. A Cultural History of Assam Volume |

. The Mother Goddess kamakhya

- Aryan Occupation of Eastern India

- The Place of Assam in the History and Civilization of India
. The si-yu-ki of Hiuen Tsang The Life of Hiven Tsang
- On the Travels of Yuan Chwang

: Bana's Harasacharita

- Harsacharita

HISTORY OF USA (1783-1919)

Marks — 100{80+20)

Credit-8

This is essentially a survey course of the History of USA from 1783 to 1991 The:
idea is to pet the students acquainted with the main trends of US History.

UNIT-I

- Formative Period

(i) Making of the America Constitution

(i) George Washinglon’s internal administration

(iii} Early Trends in American Democracy-Thomas Jefferson and
Andrew Jackson :

[v]



UNIT-11 : Trends in American Foreign Policy
(i} Forcign Policy of George Washington
(i) Warof 1812
(i) Monroc Doctrine

(iv] West ward expansion ( Lousiana Purchase Mexican War, Leéading
1o the Civil War) i

UNIT-111: Sectional Conflict
(i) Missourie Compramise
(i1) ﬂhﬂlili.ﬂniﬁl Movement.
(iii) Compromise of 1850
(iv) Dred Scot decision
(v) Emergence of Southern Confederacy and causes of its defeat
UNIT-IV : Post-Civil War developments:
(i) Industrialization and emergence of Big Business
(ii) Labour Movement
(iii) Women's Movement
(iv) Farmers Movement
UNIT-V : The Progressive Period
(i} Administration of Theodore Rooseveltl
(a) Canzervation of national Resources
(b} Trust Busting
(¢} Roosevelt Corollary to Monroc Doctrine

(ii) Wilson : America’s into the First World War,
Reading Last

Parkes H. B. . A History of the United State of America,
Muorigions. SI: and - (rowth of the American Republic. 2 Vols
Commager. RS

Faulkner, HU - Anmri-':an‘ Social and Political History
Bailey. Thormass A :  The American Pageant

Nixon, HC - The US from Colony to World Power

Sellers. May and Mcmillan: A Synepsis of American History

(i)



Course — 104

Objective :

Indian National Movement
Marks 100 (80+20)
Credit 8

The objective of the course is tostudy the genesis of the National Movements and to
analyze the various forces at work during the movement that led to Indian
independence and partition.

UNIT-1 :

UNIT-1T :

UNIT-III :
UNIT-1V :

UNIT-V :

UNIT-VI :

(i) Historiography of the National Movement :

(ii) Genesis of the National Movement : Imperialism and
Colonialism; impact of Colonialism; economic nationalism.

Emergence of organized nationalism |

Growth of political awareness; early policical organizations; formation

of India National Congress; Moderates and Extremists

Partition of Bengal and Swadeshi Movement

Revolutionary trends

Outbreak of World War-1-Ghadar party; revolutionary terrorism; Home
Rule Movement

Mationalism : Inter- War year.

M, K.Gandhi-emergence in national political and his Ideclogy-Non
Cooperation and Khilafat Movément;, The Swartajits; Programme of
constructive work:; Emergence of communalism and its differnce phases;
Civil Disobedence Movement and its reginal variations: Provincial
Autonomy operation,

L

Towards indtptndm:;’r :

Indian Mationalism during World War I1; Quit India Movement; Subhas
Pose and LN.A.; Partitation and Transfer of Power.

UNIT VII: Word War | and Indian Politics

(i) Home Rule Agitation
{(it) Unity at Lucknow

(iii) Emergence of Gandhi in national politics

Reading List
R.CMajumdar (ed), Struggle for Freedom

R.C.Majumdar, History of the Freedom Movement in India. relevant volumes.
Tra Chand. History of the Freedom Movemen in India, Vols 1-1V

{wir)



Sumit Sarkar. Modern India. 1885-1947, Mew Delin, 1983

Sumit Sarckar. Swadeshi Movement in Bengal 1903- 190K, New Delhi. 1973
Bipan Chandra. India’s Struggle for Independence. New Delhi. 198%

Bipan Chandra. Bssays on Colonialism, New Delln, 1999

Sekhar Bandyopadhyay. From Plasscy to Partition : A Tistory of Modern India Judith
Brown, Gandhi Rise 1o power. Indian Political 1915- l*]‘}'"*

R.P. Dutta, India Today. Calcutta, 1979,

Ranjit Guha. {.cd‘j Selected Subalter Studics

F. [futchins, Musion of pcﬁnmnmcc ol Brinsh Imperialism in India. 1967
Dadabhai Hmﬁji. Povery and UnBritish rule in India. London 1901, Delhi 1988
* Anil Seal, Locality, Provinee and Nation.

Anil Scal. The Emergence of India nationalism

SECOND SEMESTER

COURSE - 205
HISTORY OF CHINA ( 1839 - 1949)
Marks 100 (80+20)
Credit - 8§
(bjective :
This paper will deal with the period from the opening of China to the West up 1o the
establishment of the People republic of China. The objective is W study the development

relating to the relation of Chinaw wstern imperialism and the growth and development
of communism in China.

UNIT-1 : Opening up of China :

(i) Opium Wars; treaties with imperialist power; mnd struggle lor
concessions in China,

- S} -[I'I'EI'EHS.H'IE Western cconomic interests.
- (iii) Open Door policy
UNIT-11 : Popular and Reform Movements:

Taiping; Scll-strengthening: and reforms in theChinese state. 1860 to
| 898

UNIT- 11 Emergence of Nationalism in China:
(i) Boxer rebellion and ils consequences.

(i) Reforms of 1901-0K

i)



(i11) Rewalution of 1911 - role of social classes: Sun-Sen-pnncples
and politics: emergence of the republic and Yuan Shi-kai:
Warlordisn- 1916-1928.

(iv) Mew intellectual ideas and May Forth Movement - its naturn: an
singnificance.

UNIT -1V : Nationalism and Communism in China:
(1) Policital erisis in the 1920°s
(ii) Mature of industrialization and changing social structure.
(iii) KMT and the First United Front,
(iv) Communist movement: 1928 to 1949: rise of Mao Tee-tuny;
making of the Red Amiy; the Second United Front; Civil War.
Chinese revolution-indeology, causes und significance.
Rea ist :
Chow Tse-tung, The May Fourth movement :
Intellectual Revolution in modem China
Franz Michael, The Taiping Rebellion.
F. Schurmann and O. Schee (ed). China
Readings, Voll. Imperial China
H.M. Vinack: A History of the Far East in Modern Times
I.Hsu: The Rise of Modern China.
1.Fairbank et.al. China from the Opium Wars to the 1911 Revelution
Jerome Chen; Yuan Shi-Kai{ 1859-1916)
Li Chien-nung: The Political History of China (1 840-1928) (Trs)
Teng Ssu-yu and Jeremy Ingals.
PH Clyde and B, F. Beers: The Far East.
V. Purcell: Boxer Uprising: A Background study,

COURSE - 206
HISTORY OF ASSAM (1228-1826)
MARKS -100 (80+20)
Credit 8
Objective:

The course intends to impart on in depth study ol the political developments in the
Brahmaputra Valley. The focus of the study will be on the rise and fall of the Ahom
rule. Relation between various tribal and non-tribal power and the various forees
and factors which wer responsible for the growth of Assamese culture

{ix)



M.1. Boru . Baharistan- j-ghayh Vol.2
GC. barun (cd) . Ahom- Buranp

Shilhabuddinallis : Fathiya-i-Ibriya (trBy JLN. sarkar) Journal of Bihar and
Orissa Research Socicty, 1915, (tr. By Blochman) in Journal
of Asiatic Socicty. 1972 part |

A.C Banerjee : Eastern {rontier of British India

M. Neog : Neo- Vaisnavile Movemenls

COURSE - 207 (A) ; =Y

STATE FORMATION IN ANCIENT INDIA

Marks 100{80+20)
Credit -8

Objective :

This paper will deal with political developments in Ancient India’ from tribal
organization to state formation. The focus is on state formation. Other aspects of the
period such as society, economy and religion will be dealt with only to the extent
necessary for understanding the formation of state in Ancient India,

UNIT -1 : Background to Evolving Political Patterns (2500-600 B.C)
(a) H:lrappnn Culture .

(b) Early Veedic and Later Vedic Polity: Transition from Tribal Polity to
State. ;

UNIT-11 % .'S:t:t-e formation in the Ganga valley (600-321 B.C.)
The First Territorial State ;
UNIT- Il : Emergence ngmpir:- (321-185 B.C): The Mauryan state
- UNIT-1V : Post-Mauryan Polity (200 B.C-300 A.D)
{a) Kushanas
(b) Satavahanas 35
UNIT—IV : Evolution of the Classical pattern (300-700 A.D)
The gu]:;t:t Empire .
UNIT-¥1 : Post-Gupta Polity -
(a) Norh India: Harsvardhan, Rajputs

(1)



(b) Deccan: Chalukyas of badami. Rashtrakutas
{c) South India : Colas

Reading List .
AS. Alekar ' : The Rashirakutas and their Times
AS Altekar - State and Government in Anciant India.
2. D.Kosambi : An Introduction to the Study of India History
G Yaedani (ed)  : The Early History of the Deccan
- HC-R‘a}'chaudhuri : The Prlitical History of Ancient India (2 Vols)
Romila Thapar A His;ﬂry of India
. Romila Thapar : The state as Empire in H. Claessen and P. Shalnik,
T8 The Study of'thé State
Romila Thapar : From Lincage to State -
R.S. Sharma : Aspect of Political Ideas and Institution in Ancient India
R.C. Majumder (ed) : History and Culture of the Indian People
Vol I : Vedic Age
Vol 11 : The Age of Imperial Unity
Vo Il : The Classical Age
R.S. Tripathi : History of Anciant India
R.Shamasastri : Arthasastra

V.R.R. Dikshitar  : Mauryan Polity

COURSE -207 (C)

BRITISH RULE IN INDIA (]TST -1857)

Marks 100 (80+20)
Credit- 8

Objective :

The course highlights the force and factors that encourage the establishment of British
power inIndia , the stape of colonial penetration and initial resistance as well as the
change inthe adminisirative structures and policies il 1837, It is directed towards an
understanding of the nuture of the impact of Brtish rule and how this impact created
conditions for the prowth of new force which led to the outbreak of the Revolt of 1857.
UNIT =1

(1) lhsioriegraphy on British Rule from 1757 10 1857

(i1) Feconvmic. political and social change in 18th Century India Socicty,
{xil)



(iii) Conflict over cconomic resources between British East Indian
Company and the Repional Powers -

(iv) Emergence of the East India Company as a political power
LUNIT - 11 : Resistance, modernization and submission

(i) Mysore :

(ii) Marathas

(i1i) Punjab
UNIT - 111 : Consolidation of British rule: modern administrative structure
UNIT - IV: Instruments of Expansion :

Subsidiary Alliance, {Economic penetrated of Avadh) DDEIHI‘J'.‘.' of Lapse

UNIT =¥ : Cumulative effects of British Rule Rule — Revolt of 1857

Reading List

Michael H.Fisher (ed) : The Politics of British Annexation India, 1757-1857,0UP,
New Delhi, 1999

Rajat Kanta Raoy : Colonial Penetration and the Initial Resistance The Mughal
Ruling class.

The English East India Company and the Struggle for
Bengal (1756- IEDIJ} in Indian Historical Review

H.Kulke & D.Pothermkund : A History of Indla

R K. Mukkherjee : The Rise and Fall of the East India Company, Bombay, 1973

Tara Chand : History of the Freedom Movement in India Vol 1i

P.J. Marshall : Problems of Empire: Great Britain and India, London, 1963

P.J.Marshall : East India Fortunes: The Britishin Bengal in the Eighteenth

" Cenfury.

N.K.Sinha : The Economic History of Bengal from Plassey to the
_ Permancnt Settlement Vol.|

Percival Spear : History of India Vol.ll

B. K. Gupta Siraj-ud-daula and the East India Company 1757-37:
; Background 1o the Foundation of British Power in India

P.E. Roberts :- History of British India, London. 1970

Lucy Sutherland : The East India Company in the Eighteenth Century Politics.

Ram Gopal How the British Occupied Bengal, Bombay. 1963

€.A. Bayly : Rulers, Townsinen and Bazars: North Indian Socicty in the

Age of British Expansion 1770-1870. OUP New Delhi, 2003
5. Gopal : Rritish Policy in India, | B58-1905. Madras. 1975

(i}



R.C. Majumder British paramountey and Indian Renaissance

Irfan Habib (cd) : Confronting Colonialism: Resistance and Muodernization
under Haider Ali & Tipu Sultan, New Delhi, 1999

COURSE- 208 (A)

AGRICULTURE TRADE AND URBANIZATION IN EARLY
: INDIA

Marks 100 (80420)
~ Credit- 8

Objective
The paper deals with the major themes of economy in Ancient India. The focus is on
'he patiemn of change and continuity from tribal economy through trade, money economy,

growth of towns and urbanization till the growth, development and decline of feudal
economy.

UNIT-1 : The First Urbanization {2500-1500 B.C.)
a. Cralt
b. Trade
¢, Towns of the Harappan Cﬁtlum

UNIT -l : Continuity and Change (1500-700 B.C.)
(i) Pre-Iron Economy of Early. Vedic Aryans

(ii) Intreduction of Iron and Shifi From the north west to the Gangetic
Plains
UNIT- HHI: The Second Urbanization (600-200 B.C.)

(i) Growth of Agriculture, Crafl, trade, guilds and Towns in the Ganga
Valley

(ii) State Controlled Economy of the Mauryas
UNIT-1V : Trade and Trade Routes and Commerce
(200 B.C.-300 A.D))
(i) IndoGreek, Sakas, Kushanas in Northem India
(i) Roman trade
UNIT-V : Feudal Economy: Growth, Development, Decline
(300-1200 A.D)
(i) Early Feudal Economy - Satavahanas and Guptas (300-700 A.1D.
(11} Decline of Feudal Economy - post-Gupta period (700-1200 A1)

[V}



LUNIT- VI: Aspects of Economy in the South (500-900 A.D.)
(i) Brahmadeyas and Agraharas (500-900 A.D.)
(i) Temples as Centres of Economic life-Cholas t_E;EID= 1300.A.10.)
Reading List |
Rurion Stein (ed) :© The Beasam Stale and Socicty in Medieval South India,
D. . Kosambi : Introduction to the study of Indian history

1), N. Jha . Studies in early Indian Economic History, revenue Systemin Post-
Maury and Gupta Times.

EJ Rﬁpsm _ - Cambridge history of India, Vol I

K.AN. Sastri : History of South India

M. Chandra . Trade and Trade Routes in Ancient India

R. Thapar : A History of India

R.C. Majumder : Corporate Life in Ancient India. History and Culture of the India
People, Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan series,

Vol-1 :Vedic Age

Vol-1I: The age of Imperial Unity

Vol- [11: The classical Age
R.S. Sharma + Indian Feudalism
S.K. Maity - The Economic Life of North India in the Gupta period
U, U, Ghoshal  : The Agrarian system in Ancient India.

COURSE — 208
ECONOMIC HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA

Marks 100 (80+20)

Credit -8
ﬂb]lﬂwt .
The Course intenids to give an in-depth analysis of the nature n.!' f;hange that the
Indian cconomy underwent under the Fast India Company and the Bntmh Crown.
UNIT-1 : a History on the economic hlsl.ur}r of Modern India

b.. Indian Economy in the mid cighteenth century; nature of economy:
' rural and urban

UNIT-11 : Farly Phase of Colonial Fconomy
{1} Mercantilism

{uv)



(i1) Decling of Traditional Industries
{(iii) Drain Theory
(iv) Dritish overscas trade
URNIT-1I1 : A. Agrarian Settlements
(i} Permanent scttlement
(1) Ryotwan settlemeni
{111) Mahalwari setilement
B. (i) Commercialization of agriculture
(i) Rural indebiedness
(iii) Famine
UNIT-1V: Changes in the Industrial and Related Spheres
(a) Emergence of New Indusiries and capitalist enterprise
(b) Railways and Indian Economy
{c) Banking and Currency
{d) Insurance
UNIT-V : (i) Demographic changes
{i1) Urbanization
(ili) Impact of Word Economic depression between the two warld
Reading List

R.P.Dutta : India Today

R.C.Duna : Economic History of India Vol.l & [l

V.B.Singh (ed) : Economic History of India, 1875-1956

Bipan Chandra . The Rise and Growth of Economic Nationalism in India,
A.R. Desai : Swvcial Background of Indian Nationalism

Dharma Kumar (ed) : the Cambndge Economic [History of India, Vol. 11
Ranjit Guha(ed) : Subaltem Studies. Relevant volumes

Sumit Sarkar : Modem India (1885-1947)

D.R.Gadgil : Industrial Evelution of India in Recent Times,

M.N Srinivas . Social i:h:tng;: in Modem India.

Bipan Chandra : Colomalism and Modemization. Essay on Colonialism.
S.Bhattacharijec . Financial Foundation of the British Raj.

Dadabhai Naoroji  : Poverty and the un-British rule in India.

{xwi)
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COURSE - 309 rasherm bae sherl ()
HISTORY OF ASSAM (1826-1947)

Marks 100 {§0420)

00OV ] JEnga gproe i aili Yo ayall gl nemese A ejronl G

OB v bin 1 20V ingssh Yo inomitl wvismesrqmod Abe) naimoBi i

The ohjective of this course is to study the varous stages ol colonial put::tmluin il
Assam and 1o gxamine the fespense and reaction of the people Lo the- [:_:_;.r-,._:.-;lum,
political economic and sacial q:h:lng:: thit mcumd

i ':""I;'u -;_ : | } iy -_:.-I__ i 5
UNIT L ﬂncuputmn :md En[mnﬂmn

E"t] m lmat,} UfYﬂndab:j H ls2indof] (b3) oU.€ bits ngvucidd i

(i) ‘Early expansion : Assam, Cachar, J‘a}'alil!.al’lﬂls Khasi nm; 4,

UNITIE : Forward Policy Segt oMt wad, ORaRwIyS:
1 () Garo Hillsy Lushai Hill; Naga Hills e 1ot0sld adud ubnslamA

(ii) Relation with the trans Inner fihe wifbal] wokt . Tee [-0881 .mozzA

UNIT L1l ' Emergence of Political Awareireds whay wdseD sajedacnadd 8.1
couate e Ay s Factoracsponsible for emergence ofipuliticalgopsciousicss) ) H
(i1) Early orpmization ; mij mels. ryot sabhas, Jochat Sarbajanik Sabhil.

Loy Assam Association. Surma Valley Gamerensg g st a0/ 1 LA

St} Pastition of Benzal: rsponse And 8aCN. o noqast aifit4 14 L A

WA r I"'i Fmﬂdﬂm Eiﬁ.lﬁﬁl'-‘ n &SHmh] wall Janngy zizsd A ol .nobwd 44

(1) I nnmtmn nl | -.gs!atm. & uunul
mozzh ni agivequ Jzileaoize¥ [(ba) neyodd A
“(ii) Emr-au uf \Ihﬂrltl Wa

[:ufﬂﬁﬁff“m‘ﬁ&l.ﬂmﬂ M’]ﬁl.l-;_'rﬁ Jijobazr adl ni 2 aned snud. A
Fﬁj'tﬁihﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬂ&ﬂ:ﬁ;%&ﬁﬁ&‘ﬂf minsmoW esmezeA smmed? tgid

(v) PravindabAutdnemy: s m yHzos bae 1uls rsir] eriM ematoh T

ceor i) Qi dndiaMonemient o mbA sunavad] 1o piosqa grmweoi) (1.2
i1 AN ETensfer ol RO o) 1o 2noiislaR ardilo vionill sisaxdanid A

{viii) Women's participation legnafl bns itaerd racd dhovl o
Unit V. : Social Economic Development . 2001 paitenl noznilos 10

(i) Education and Intellectual awakening
(i) Development of Press

(it} Industnial Development
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{iv) Transport and Communication

(v) Trade and market

Reading List :

H.K.barpujari. Assam in the Days of the Company, Guwahati. 1966

H.K.Barpujari (ed), Comprehensive History of Assam, Vols. IV and V. Guwahati
1993

HL.K.Barpujari. Problem of the Hill Tribes North East frontier Vols LILIIL Guwahati,
1.K.Barpujari (ed), Political History of Assam Vol 1. Guwahati 1977

A.C Bhuyan and 5.De’(ed) Political History of Assam Vol 1l and 111, Guwahati
P.Goswami, Assam in the Nineteenth Centure: Industrialization and Colonial
Penetration, new Delhi, 1999

Amalendu Guha, Planter Raj to Swaraj, Freedom Struggle and Electoral Political in
Assam, |326-1947, New Delhi, 1977

J.B Bhattacharjee. Cachar under British Huel in North East India . New Dethi, 1077

B.C.Chakravorty, British Relation with the Hill tribes of Assam Since 1858,Calcutta,
1981

AJ.M. Mills, Report on the Province of Assam, reprint, Guwahati, 1984

A.J.M Mills, Report on the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, 1853, reprint, shilling 1985
P.R Gurdon.The Khasis, reprint, New Delhi 1987

A.Bhuyan (ed), Nationalist upsurge in Assam., Guwahati 2000

K.N.Dutta, Landmarks in the Freedom Struggle in Assam, Guwahati

Dipti Sharma. Assames Womenin the Freedom Struggle, Calcutta 1993
Tilottama Misra, Literature and Socity in Assam. New delhi, 1987

5.D. Goswami, Aspects of Revenue Administration in Assam. New Delhi. 1987

A. Mackenzie, History of the Relations of the Government with the A Hill Tribes of
the North East Fronticr and Bengal

C.U. Aichinson, Triatics, Engagements and Sannads of Assam
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Course 310

HISTORY OF MODERN JAPAN

Marks 100 (80+70)
Credit- 8
Objective:

The objective of the course is 1o build up an understanding of Japan's transition from a
feudalism based on military power to a modemnized niion —state and its subsequent
emergence as a world power within a short span of time. This process of radical
ransformation, which is the results of varied factors, both within and without, is significant
in world history. '

UNIT1 : Feudal structure of the Tokugawa Shogunate; End of Policy of
Isolation :

A. Revolutionary internal pressures — decline of military power,
introduction of monetized economy, rise of the merchant class,
role of intellectuals

B. External pressures - treaty of Kanugawa (1854), Harris Treaty
(1858)

UNITI1 : Meiji Restoration (1867)

(i) Constitutional changes

(if) Social and economic transformation

(i1i) End of feudalism (1871) — military reorganization
UNIT Il : Emergence of Japano as an imperial power :

(i) The Korean question-collusion of Japanes inlerests with China’s
hege mony and Russian designs in Asia

(i) Treaty revisions with western powers — Anglo- Japanese Alliance
(iii) First World War — Twenty One Demands
UNIT IV : Japan between the World wars :
(i) Washington Conference
(ii) Rise of militarism.
(i1i) Manchurian Crisis

(iv) 2and Sino — Japanese war and altermath

(xix)



Reading List .

John K. Fairbank et al; EagtAsia- Tradition and Transformation. Allen and Unwin,
l?:mﬂu.: QGI el

Kenneth B Pyle, the Making of Modern Japan, New Delhi, 1983

HM Vinacke A History of the Far east in Modern Tumes, New Delhi, 1993
Malmlm K:nnedy.ﬁ Hiﬁoqr of Japan 'Lnndnm Ii?(_‘.nl 4

El,y.dq qndr,Eaem, :I'J'u;. Fn: East, Hﬂw York, I‘HB

E'DReischaver, Japan: Past and Present. New York J'EM& = :
[ ‘Reischater, Theé United Stote and Japan, Cambridge, Harvard Lhmr:-mq- Ptm

1950 Fold bhe
EH Norman.Japan Emesgence as.a Maodem State; New York, 1983, 1 TIMU
M. Peffer, The Far East, New York, 1940 ireloal
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COURSE 311 (C)

PEASANTS'S AND WORKER’S RESISTANCE IN

Objective

The course is aimed towards an understanding of the concept of peasantry and
underline the face that peasant struggles played a significant role in weakening the
foundation of British rule in India. It also intends to trace the historical developments
and analyse the nature, goals and ideology of such strugples, which have emerged as
a major social force in bringing about social, force in bringing about social, cconomic

MODERN INDIA

and political change.

UNIT -1

UNIT- 11

UNIT- 1II:

UNIT-1V:

UNIT-V

(i) Concept of peasantry

(1) Historiography: approaches in the 511.1.«:_[3.1r of peasants struggles

(iii) Categorization of peasants revolls

(i) Colonial Background of peasants struggles
(ii) Peasant struggles of the pre- 1857 period
(a) Mappila Uprisings (1836-1921)

(b} Santhal hool (1855-36)
Post 1857 peasants’s struggles
(i) Bengal Indigo Cultivators' strike (1860)
(ii) Phulaguri Dhawa (1861)
(iii) Pabna Agrarisin League (1873)
(iv) Marath Uprising (1873)
(v) Birsaite ulgulan (1899-1900)
Gandhi, Congress and Peasant Movements
(i) Champaran styagraha (1918)
(ii) Kisan sabha Movement (1920-37)
{iii) Bardoli Movemen! (1928)

(i) Left peasant movements- role of women
(pexiii)

Marks 100 (80+20)
Credit- 8



(1) Tebhaga Movement (1946)
(iit) Telengana Movements (1946-51)
(iv) Emergence of Indian Working Class
(a) Bengal Jute Worker’s Strike (1937)
(b) Assam 1l company Works' Strike (1939)

Reading List

A R.Desai. peasan! movements in India, New Delhi, 1983

Barrington Moore, the Social Origins of Dictatorship and democracy: Lord and
Peasant in the Making of the Modern World, Harmondsworth, 1973

Ranjit Guha,Elementary Aspects of Peasant [nsurgency in Colonial India,

New Delhi, 1997

Teodar shanin, (ed), Peasant and Peasant Socicties, 1976

David Hardiman (ed), Peasant Resisiance in India (1858-1914) New Delhi, 1983
D N.Dhanagare, Peasant Movements in India. New Delhi, 1983 '

Eric Siokes, The Peasant and the Raj: Studies in Agrarian Society and Peasanl
Rebellion in Colonial India, 1978

D.K. Singha Roy, Women in Peasant Movement: Tebhaga Naxzlite and After, New
Delhi, 1992

[:.J.Hobsbawm, Bandits, 1972

David Thomer, The Agrarian Prospect in India: Five lectures on Land Reforms,
New Delhi 1956

K.N.Dutta Landmarks in the freedom Struggle in Assam, 1958
H.K.Barpujari (ed) Political History of Assam Vol 1, 2nd edn, 1999
AC. Bhuyan (ed), Political History of Assam Vol I

H.K. Barpujari, (ed) Comprehensive History of Assam, Vol. IV and V

Amalendu Guha, Planter Raj to Swaraj, Freedom Struggle and Electoral Political in
Assam, 1826-1947

Dipankar Bancrjee, Labour Movements in Assam, New Delhi, 2005
Ranjit Guha (ed) Subaltern studies (relevant Volumes)

Journal of peasant Studies (select issucs)

Indian cconomic and Social History review (select issucs)

Studies in History
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COURSE-312 el o
INTERNATIONAL RELATIEHS 1871- 1939

Marks — 100 (30+10)
Credit-8

Objective:
The objective of this course is to study the issues govemning the relationship among
the major powers between 1871 and 1939. The inability of the international
community 1o resolve the issues created situation amenablé to the outbreak of the
two World Wars. The pattern of relationship during tlus period was cssentially
Eurocentric. This paper will therefore be primarily European in content interspersed |
with such non-European issues as are relevant Lo the central theme.

UNIT-I : Rival System of Alliance in Europe, colonial and naval rivalries of the
European power. : |

UNIT-I i Conflict of nationalities: the Balkans, Austral-Russian and Austro-
Serbian rivalries. '

L’Il"'l'_IT-l\;lI '['h: F‘:rsl W-:-rld War, the Paris Pﬁ:m Settlement ami |1s aﬂerrnalh

UNIT-1V: Thc Leagua nf Mationals and Enllm{w: S:ﬂum:.r, Bn:al:—duum nt‘
: .ccr'llr:chv: Eccmt}r -Case Study: Manchunan Cnsma.nd Ethmp;an Cnisis,

UNIT-V : Nazi preparauun for war; violation ut‘vﬂsatllﬂ nnd Lﬂ-c&rnu S]n:sa_
Front, Rome —Berlin Axis, Spanish civil WJF: Amuxnlmn -::t' Aus!na!
and dismemberment of Czechoslovakia; Russo-German Non- :

" aggression Pact, 'Gerinah invasion of F-::-‘.!anﬁ dﬁtbﬂ:ak n:.-rf’ the Sdl:undi

World War. ¢ L0 wav]
g ¥ | cmseedy o ghydend mobasnl adi mi 2dhvembns.t eno(d
s bk oV msze Ao stz Teaihilaf (Bs) nejugsd. A-H
Reading List STy e sateitd haoinite (b sevalld
S.B. Fay s VA Th,cﬂngmsufﬂtc WFJldwa-.r ..;,s-~.--,'_; oy inatuasl SLH
.E:l"g.IHMﬁln,un wad :: ﬂHISII:I-I)' ufELu'upc 1n i gtnel'l sdud) uboalamA
S.H. Zebel - AHlstur}'ufEumpa smce lE'.r'ﬁ L ; A
E.Lipson 2005 ope in the i‘-?th ﬂnd Iﬂlh {;enlgg’lﬁs.l ey .
F.Lec Bennes Eumpmn Hlﬁ.’!ﬂl’}' mnﬁ IETEI » matiedud (63) ardud ) [
F.Lee Bennes : The 'Wurld since 1919 . @ 1n |
GM. Gathorne hardy : A Shﬂr‘t H'iilﬂl'j" of Intcrnatmnn] Aﬂ'a:rﬁ IQEE] 39
A.LP ‘faylor ? Struggh: for b-‘.;stery in Eurnpn ;
E.H. Canr : International Relations Between the Two Wnrld Wars I‘JI 9-

1939,
(xiv)



R.J. Sentag

. European Diplomatic History 1871-1932

S.M, Dhar : Intemational Relations and world Politics since 1919
A.C Roy : Intemational Relations Since (919
B.E. Schnitt : Triple Alliance and Triple Entente
FOURTH SEMESTER
COURSE- 413

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS SINCE 1939

UNIT-1

UNIT-11 :

UNIT- IH:

UNIT-1V:

Marks- 100 (80+420)
Credit - 8

(i) War-time Conferences

(ii) Cold War, and Detente

(iii) Disarmament and Arms Control.

(iv) End of the Cold War,

(v) 9/11 and its implications

Europe

(1) Germany till Re-Unification

(i) Western Europ, NATO; Uuropean union.

(1) Soviet policy towards Eastem Europe, Fall of Communist Regimes
in Eastern Curope, Break-up of the Soviet Union,

(iv) Break up of Yugoslavia and afier.

Major Developments in Asia

(i) Korean War, Sino-Soviet split, Victnam War, SEATO, ASEAN,
(i1) Problems of West Asia

(ili} Afghanistan

Post World war II:

(1) Africa

(1) Latin America

Reading List

‘W.C. Langsam : The World Since 1919 (Relevant Chapters)
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F.l.ce Benns
Geir L.undestad -

Peter Calvocoressi
Willam R.Kaylor
Wayne C.Mcwilliams
& Harrv Piotowski
Sir John Wheeler

Bennett & Anthony
Micholls

Coral Bell
Thomas J.Mccormick ;

Wallace Irwin Jr.
J.M. Roberts
J.M. Roberts
Della W. Sheldon (ed):
D.F. Fleming
Ranju Bezbaruah
Adam B.Ulam
Lewis Gaddis

Robert Osgood
Jozef Goldblat
Patric Brogan

George C. Herring. Jr.:
Ritche ovendale
Phil Williams

Geir Lundestad (ed)
Jhon Miller

Tony Smith

Joseph Rothschild

. Europe Since 1914 in its World setting (Relevant Chapter)

East, West, North, South: Major Developmenis in
Intemational Political 1945-1996

: World Pohiucal, 1945-2000
* ¢ The Twentieth Century World: An International History

: The World Since 1945

: The Semblance of Peace; The Political Scttlements Afier

the Second World wdr.

: The Diplomacy of Détente: The Kissinger Ear.

America's Half-Ceniury: United State Foreign Policy in the
Cold war

: America in the World: A Guide 1o U.S. Foreign Policy
: The Penguin History of Europe
: The Penguin History of the Twentieth Century

Dimensions of Detentewnte

: The Cold War its Origins (2 Vols)

. Isolation 1o Global Commitment

: Expansion and Co-existence: Soviel. Foreign Policy 1917-73
: The United State and the Origins of the Cold War, 1941-

1947.

: NATO: The entangling Alliance
: Arms Control: A Guide to Negotiations and Agreements.
. The Fighting Never siopped: A Comprehensive Guide 10

World Conflic since 1945.
America’s Longest war: the United State and Vietnam

: The Origins of the Arab-Isracli wars.

. Superpower Dentente: A Reappraisal.

. The Fall of Great Power: Peace Stability. and Legitimacy.
: Mikhail gorbachev and the End of the Soviet Power.

¢ The Non-Aligned Movement: The Orniginal of a Third world

Alliance.

: Return 1o diversity: A Political Thsiory of East Central

Eurape since. World war 11
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Derek W, Urewin

Philip H. Gorden
Wilham Whitney
Streck. Jr

W.Arthur [ewis
Peter Lyon

R. Ogley

Harold C, Hinton
Donald §. Zagoria
J.W. Fulbright
George Kennan
Walter Lippman

The Community of Europe: A History uf European
Integration since 1943,

- France, Germany and the western Alliznce.

- The Road 1o Confromation: Amenican Policy Towsrds China

and Korea:; 1947-1930

- The Evolution of the Interngtional Econvmig Order

. Neutralism

- The United Nations and East-West Relations

. Communist China in World Pothical

. The Sino-Soviet Conflict 1956-1950

- (id Myths and New Realities and other commentarics
- American Diplomacy 1900-1950

: The communist World and Ours

Charles O, Lerche, Jr. : Fareign Policy of the Amcrican People

Journals ;

Current History(Philadelphia)
Foreign Affairs(New York) .
India Quarterly(New Delhi)
international A MairsiLondon)
Interriational Suidics{ New Delhi)

Orbis{Philadelphia)
World Today( London)

(Other Periodicals
Economist (London)

Far Easter Economie Review (1lonkong)

. New Digest

Kesssing's Contemporary Archives(London)
Asian Recorder{New Delhi)

indian Recorder(Mew Delhi)

Indian Recorder and Digesi{New Dethi)
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COLURSE — 414 (A)

SOCIAL HISTORY OF ANCIENT INDIA FROM THE

Objective :

EARLIEST TIME TO 1206

Marks -100 (80+20)
Credit-8

The course is structured to stuily the dominant trends and social concepts relating 1o
the ancient penod — the evolutiun of the social structure and vaned religious waditions
that shaped social life during this time.

UNIT-1 : Historiography of Ancient India Social History.

UNIT-IT : Structure of ancient India society: Emergence and development of the

Vama/Caste organization (Varna/Jati, Varna Sharman dharma, marriage,
Untouchability, Slavery)

UNIT-1IT : Early Indian Religious Tradition: Continuity and Change in Vedic and
Pauranic religions; Emergence of sec train trends within brahmanical
religion- Vaisnavism, Slavism and other sects.

UNIT-1V: Social Protest in the st millenniums B.C. in Northemn Indian: Jain
Buddhism, Other minor sects

UNIT- V¥ : Change status of women in Ancient India: an overview,

Heading List
D.D Katsambis

Max Weber,
S.C. Bhattacharya
R.S.Sharma,

K.ANilakanta
Sasn

Celestin Bougle
R.Fick,
P.¥.Kane,

D D.Kosambi,

: Introduction to the study Indian History

. Religion of India

: Some Aspects of Indian Society

: . Sudras in Ancient India Social changes in early Medieval

India

. Development of Religion in South India,
: A Beteille, Castes:Old and New Essays in Social Structure

and Social Stratification.

. Essay on the Caste System,

: Social Organization in North -East India

: History of Dharma Sastra, Yol.II PE.IHI (Chapier)

: "Early Brahmins and Brahmanism™ Journal of the Royal

Asiatic Socitv. XXX 1T 1947, PP 39-46.

{ vl



B.M.Sharma
B.N. Sharma

N.Wagle,
M.N. Bhattacharya
A B.Keith

D.D.Kosambi,

Suvira Jaiswal,

A L. Basham
R.5.Sharma,

Devraj Chanana,

GC Pande
D.D.Kosamib,

Sukumar Dutta,
Romila Thapar,

A.K.Coomaraswamy :
Suvira Jaiswal,
R.G.Bhandarkar

J.N. Banerjee
C.Chattopadhyaya
P.C. Bagchi
C.Chakravarti
R.C.Mazra,
S.Chattopadhyaya
B.Baruah

- Social life in Northermn Indian {A.D.600-1000)
. Social life in Medicval India (Devra) Chanana Memorial

Lectures, Delhi, 1969).

. Society at the Time of the Buddha,
- Ancient India Ritals and their Social Content
- Religion and Philosophy of the Vedas and Upanishads (Nos)

Pts I &l

: Myth and Reality (Relevant Chapter)
- *Studies in Early Indian Social History: Trends and

Possibilities’ in Indian Historical Review, Vol. VI, Nos. 1-2

+ History and Doctrines of the Ajivikas
+ “Material Background of the Origin of Buddhism Das Capital

Centenary Volume, PPH.Delhi 1968.

+ Social Implication of Reason and Authority in

Buddhism'... Vel 3 (3), Sept. 1966. pp.292-302.

: Studies in the Origins of Buddhism
: The Culture and Civilization of Ancient India in history

Outline.

* The Buddha and Five after Centuries

- Ancient Indian Scial History: Some Interpretations.

Interpreting Early India,
The Origin of the Buddha Image, reprint,

: The Origin and Development of Vaisnavism
: Waisnavism, Slavism and Minor Religious Systems, reprint,

Varanasi.

: Puranic and Tantras,

. The Evolution of Theistic sects in Ancients India

. Studies in Tantras,

: The Tantras: studies on Their Religion and Literature,
. Pauranic Records of Hindu Rites and Customs,

- Social life in Ancient India.

- A Study of Social-Religious Ceremony of Upanayans in the

Dharmasastra and Grihyasutras,

{xxax)



COURSE —414 (C ) 1
SOCIAL HISTRY OF MODERN INDIA

Marks 100 (80+20)
Credit -8

Objective

The course is designed 10 make in-depth study of the forces that were at work 1o
shape the Indian society during the colonial period.

UNIT-1:

(i) Colonial Inter vention and Social Change: Sans kritization,
Westernization, Secularization.

(ii) Social consequence of the wranstormation of Indian agriculture
rise of new social classes-zamindars, lenants kisans; emergence
of middle class.

(iii) Changing cast¢ equations

UNIT -1

(i) Impact of modern education; growth ol press (national and
regional)

(i) Emergency of new inmelligentsia and its composiiion
(i) Emphasiaon Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar,
Jyotiba Phule, Anandaram Dhekial Phukan

UNIT-111 : Socio - religious revivalist! reform movements:
(i} Brahman Samaj
(i1) - Prarthana Sama)
(iii) Arya Samaj-
(1v) Theosophical socity
(v) Ramkrishna Mission
(vi} Aligarh Movement
(vii) Wahabi Movement
UNIT -1V
(i) Women: Changing position and attitudes
(i) Women’s prpanization: Nation. provincial, local
(iii) Women's issucs: property rights. reform Jegislation, politic
participalion. j

{00}



Reading List

Eric Stokes
M., Srinivas

AR Dasai

R.C Mazumder

Amiva Sen

Kenneth W ones

Geraldine Forbes

Gunaviram Baruah

Tilottom Mishra

Prosemjit Choudhury :

Bipan Chandra
Susan Sarkar

Susan Bayley

COu — 415

. The English Utilitarian in India
: Social change in Modem India, Onent Longman, Rpt 2004

- Social Background of India Natienalism. People’s

Fublishing Housc.

: British paramountcy and Indian Renaissance Part-ll,

Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan.

© Social and Religious Reforms OUP.

. Social and Religious Refrom Movement in Bnush India.

The New Cambridge History of India, Rpt 2003

. Women in Modarn India. The New Cambridge History of

India Rpt 2004

- Anandaram Dhekial Phukanar Jivan Charita, Assam

Prakashan Parishad, 197].

: Ram Navami Natak, QUO 2007

Socio Culiural Aspect of Assam in the Nineteenth
Century,Vikas Pub House New Delhi, 1994

. Indian National Movement Long Term Dynamics
: Writing Social History, OUP.
: Caste Society and Politics in India . The New Cambridge

history uf India. Rpt 2005

INDIA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS SINCE 1947

Marks - 100 (80+20)
Credit-8

UNIT-1 = Principles of India’s forcign policy and the factors shaping them; Early
Indian attitude 1owards the Cold War issucs:

Inclia’s Attitude towards American sponsored military ali.wnces

UNIT =11 : Relations with Pakistun-

Issues arising out of Partition ; Indus Water Disputes Kashmir problem:

East-Bengal Cnsi and India Pakistan War of 1971: Post 1971

Devclopment.

[xxxi)



UNIT- 111 :

UNIT-1V :

UNIT-V :

UNIT-V1:

UNIT- VIL:

Relation with People’s Republic of China = Evelution of relation up 10
1959; Undeclared Border War of 1962; Post 1962 developments.

Relation with the United State of America-Divergence in World Views;
Difference on major plobal issues; US Attitude towards Non-alignment
and Kashmir issue integration of Goa; 1S military assistance 1o Pakistan
and Pakistan-American alliance US response to Chinese Aggression
of India — Harriman Mission and US Commonwealth Air Mission; LS
peace Efforts duning Indo-Pak War of 1965; Chinas Ultimatum to India
US Relation;, Nuclear co-operation; Econimic Relations, PL - 480.
Later developments

Relation with the Soviet Union-

Early perception of one another in the formative period and gradual
improvement of relations; Indo — Soviet treaty; Afghanistan Crisis;
Economic co-operation.

{a) Relations with Nepal —different Phases '

(b) General survey of relations with Bangladesh; The Ganga waler
problem.

(¢} General survey of relation with Sn Lanka; The Sri Lankan ethnic
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The objective of this course is threefold:

e To bring about gender-sensitivity
¢ Tointroduce basic concepts related to gender history

e To acquaint the students with the sources for gender history

UNIT -1
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UNIT-111:

UNIT-1V :

UNIT-V :

(i) Concepis of Patriarch and Patriliny

(ii) Matriarchy and Matriliny

(iii) Feminism

(iv) Women's Liberation

(v) Gender- Female/Male nature/ Culture dichotomy

(vi) Gender History.

Women as depicted in the various history phases of Indian history
(i) Early India, Pre-colonial and Colonial India

(ii) Women in Northeast India

(iii)) Women in Matrilineal and patriarchal societies.

History of Feminism and Women's Liberation Movements
(i) Women"s Rights

{ii} Women and Environment.

Women in the Indian National Movement

(i) Swadeshi Movement

(1) Non-Cooperation Movement

(iii) Civil Disobedience Movement

(iv) Quit India Movement

Methodology for Gender History: techniques of re-ex...sination of
existing sources:

(1) Literary texts
(1) Autobiographies,
(1) Private diaries
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HISTORICAL METHODS

Paper Introduction

We know that human beings are distinguished from other creatures due to
their sense of the past. It is well known to us hat knowledge of the past &
thoughts influence our presents. The subject matter of history is human
affairs, which provides us insights note the past through investigation &
interpretation. Thatswhy history is an important pan of the society.

In this paper we shall discuss the Historical Methods. [t needs menticn thal
History begins with evidence which is not static. [t needs mention that the
changing relationship between literature, legend, myth etc. are the hallmark
of historical studies. You should remember here that writing of history
changes in accordance to the need & passage of time. However, the past
remains constant, apply writing methods & techniques about the past change
with changing methodologies & interpretations. In this paper an attempi is
made to analyses the Historical Methods in Five (5) different units.

We shall learn the concept History & Historiography in Unit 1. In this unit
we shall also leamn periodisation of History & Historical methods of different

periods.
Unit I1 deals with Nineteenth Century Schools consists of Positivist & Whig
History

Unit I11 deals with dominant trends in the twentieth century. Here we shall
discuss Marxist Structuralism & the third Generation Annals Historians.

Unit 1V deals with the writings of Focault & Derrida. This unit mainly
focuses on the History & the challenge of Postmodemism.

Unit V deals with Research Methodology in History. Here we shall discuss
various techniques used in Historical Research,

Thus this paper consist of the following Five (5) units.

Unat- ¢ Introduction to History and Historical Methods

Urut-11 : Mineteenth Century Schools

Unit-I1  : Dominant Trends in the Twentieth Century

Unit-IV  : Recent Trends, Foucault, Derrida

Unit-V : Research Methodology in History
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Unit-1
Introduction to History and Historiography

Contenis :
1.1 Introduction
1.2 Objectives
1.3 History: Concept
1.3.1 Periodization in History
1.3.2 Categorization in History
1.3.3 History and Other Disciplines
1.3.4 Philosophy of History
1.3.5 Subjectivity and Objectivity in History
1.3.6 Why Study History?
1.4 Historiography: Concept
1.4.1 Early Historical Tradition:
1.4.2 Histohiography in the Medieval/Middie Ages:
1.4.3 Modem Historiography and ‘Professionalization’ of History:
1.5 Summing Up
1.6 Key Terms
1.7 Questions and Exercises
1.8 Reference and Suggested Readings

1.1 Introduction

Since very carly times, even before the appearance of writing, human beings
have had some sense of the past; which has distinguished them from other
species. The knowledge of the past times and thought influences our modemn
world and it is from the study of the past that contemporary society leams
about the shared history of humanity. The subject-matter of history is human
affairs; events fixed in time and space. Yet, historical events are not isolated
phenomena and cannot be properly understood apart from the context in

(9)



which the events occurred. History provides insighis into the past through
investigaton and interpretation: the historical knowledpe being a pre-
requisite 10 understand the present and the shape of the future,

The practice of History begins with evidence and with sources. the natury
of sources having changed greatly over time. The ongoing and changing
relationship between literature, legend, myth, and history has been the
hallmark of historical studies. Today, all aspects of human society are being
regarded as legitimate areas for historical enquiry. In general, the sources of
historical knowledge can be grouped in three categories, viz; what is said,
what is wrilter, and what is physically preserved. and historians often consull
all three. [t was not until the time of the Greeks that the writing of history
emerged around the Sth century B.C. The Greek historians paid attention to
first-hand enquiry in their conscious atlempts 10 recover knowledge of the
pest and present it in writing aboul past cvents. ! lowever, modern methods
of historical investigation based on the use of primary source materials
developed during the 19" and 20™ centuries. The writing of history, like
history itself changes with the passage of time. Indeed, the past remains
constant; but writings about the past change with changing methodologies
and interpretations.

1.2 Objectives

This unit is an introduction to understanding the concepts of history ar
historiography. It gives an outline of the evolution of historical wnlings
and theoretical approaches through the ancient, medieval and modem periods
of history. The unit is designed to help you:

& define History and Historiography

® understand the subject-matter and nature of History
® g.rﬂmh;e the types/varicties of History

e discuss on the philosophy of history

® examine whether history can be objective

& exgmine the tradition of historical writings

1.} History: Concept

The Greek word *istoria’ from which the English word history is derived
means ‘enquiry. research, exploration or information’. There are two basic

(10)



meanings of the term hisrory- (1) subject-matier dealing with knowledpe of
the past and, (2) the professional academic discipline. In a broad sense.
history is the histonian’s reconstruction of the past; a past which is not dead
but in some sense is stll living in the present. Most histories are concerned
with causality. that is, it investigates why certain oulcpmes happened as
they did, and how they arc linked to earlier events. History, according to
E.H Carr, is an unending dialogue between the past and the present.” Itis a
chronological record of events, History has a sense of continuity and offers
an apparcnt form and purpose to past, present and future. Herodotus {484
B.C - 425 B.C) is considered the first historian, because in his work appears
the conscious effort to record all the significant and noteworthy
circumstances surrounding a set of events.. Herodotus was remarkable, too,
for the scope of his interests; he recorded myths, described customs, and
made speculations. !'e was the first to have sought a perspective of man in
time and hence it is with some justice that Herodotus is referred to as “the
father of history’. The second great Greek historian Thucydides (460 B.C -
400 B.C) is credited with having first attempted to establish chronology
and facts with a well-developed historical method in his work titled the
History of the Pelaponnesian War.

Historians frequently emphasize the importance of written records, which
date to the development of writing. This emphasis has led to the termi pre-
kistory which refers (o pre-literate cultures belore the introduction of the
earliest known written historical records. In preliterate societies, the
accounts of the past are relaled orally, and many cultures have produced
intricate and sophisticated oral histories. Since writing emerged at different
times throughout the world, prehistoric phases are not uniform.The
distinction between history and pre-history remains critical because the
availability of a written record marks a definite stage in the history of a
culture.

History 15 a dynamic discipline and perspectives and interpretations tend to
change with new theories, influence of other disciplines, new methods of
analysis, availability of new sources, and changing contexts. The aim of
history writing should be to produce objective history that does not have a
hidden class, patriarchal, or cultural-political agenda. However, it is
important to mention that history is necessarily affected by the circumstances
of the age and society in which it is writtlen. The positivist tradition of
history, with its absolute faith in objective reflection of the past, has been
challenped over the past few decades. New histories are being wrilten, a
veriety of sources outside the archives are being looked at. and the discipline
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15 oW mm.rh::__; towards a direction of inl;-.'niif-'n:ipﬁimr}' regearch and a
more'total history'.

Histary may be defined as a chronalogical and colerent recon straection
of the past based on authentic saurces, to understand the continuity anif
change of human societies. istorical methed 15 the approach Lo stiaedy
history which encompasses hoth the knowledge of the past and a sound
technigue of writing history.

1.3.1 Periodization in History

History is poverncd by a strong sense of chronology, which is 1o say tha
time needs to be divided and cach epoch or period of time is named and
classified differently. For a historian. time is not mercly a count of hours
and days. but is viewed with a purpose to understand the different changes
that have taken place in the social and cconomic life of differcnl
communities. The study of time is made easier by dividing past devclopments
into the larger segments or periods of time that hold shared and somewhat
similar characteristics. The study of history has long been carricd out under
three phases described as cither Ancient. Medicval or Modem. Yet, events
in history which occur in time are not isolated but interconaected; the
continuity of historical process being un imponiant aspect of history.

Periodization of history into ancient, medieval and modern assumes that
there are cerain characieristics which distinguish cach of these periods lrom
the others. However. in the contextof Indian history. such periodization has
led 1o debates about defining where the ancient peried starts or where
medieval period ends cic. Transitions and changes may vary aceording o
reginns. communitics or cultures and decisive turning points cannot be
always taken for granted for all historics in India. Yot though historians
agree that division of history into the three phases cannot be same for Indiun
history: of different region. no consensus has as yet emerged on how best
the issue may be resolved. Therefore. in the absence ol an alternative
periodization. Indian history continues to be divided into the ancient,
medieval and modern periods.

1.3.2 Categorization in History
(a) History: Science or Arts

History hecame cstablished 25 an mutonomous academic discipline and
~ profession in the carly 19 century but dowhis still lingered as 1o whether 1
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was 1o he eateparized as sewenee or art. The debate on whether History isas
Seience or an 2 Arts depends on the arguments pat forward regarding the
suhject-matter, nature. function and purpose of the diseipline. The word
‘seience” refers both 1o the nal iral sciences such as Physics, Chemisiny cle.
and also anv disciplined enyuiry. specitically modellzd hoth in method and
purpose. upon the natural sciences. John B. Bury (Jnaugural Lecture.
Liniversity of Cambridge. 1902) stated: “History is a science. no less no
more”. He implied in the lecture that *History is an intelleciual discipline
with a systematic method for discovery. collection. classification and
interpretation of facts’. Among the historians who emphasized on “value-
frec. neutral and objective” history was the German thinker Leopold von
Ranke who was very keen to equale history with science. GM. Trevelyan
in his eclebrated essay titled, Clio: a Muse puts forward the opinion that
history cannot curs 1+ .as¢ or invent a machine and thus must be understood
az an art. Explaining that history has no scientific value he asserts that the
function of history is not just the collection of evidence but lo narrate the
story of human achievements, and this requires insight, imagination and
sympathy.

Traditionally. the study of history was considered a part of the humanities
alongside subject® such as Fine Aris, Literature, Philosophy. etc. However,
in modern academia, History is increasingly classified as a social science
alongside subjects such as Economics, Political Science, Sociology etc,
History is both a science and an art, It is considered science to the exient
that it makes use of scientific methods (observation, classification, framing
a hypothesis etc.) in historical enguiry. However. 1istory is also an arl since
the intellectual activity involves moral and ethical values. and does nol
limit itsell to the study of nature and its phenomena.

(b) Types of History

Historical inquiry begins with questions rather than with facts: the specilic
guestions deal with particular aspects of the past under investigation. The
guestions mav be shaped by the accounts of ather historians, by reading
allied fields. or by theoretical perspectives. The ability to ask good questions
is an essential skill for an historian because it is through the process of
asking and answering quéstions that historical inguiry proceeds. The
questions do not remain static since they are shaped and puided by the way
the historians examinc the records, Thus. the scope of history has greatly
increased over time depending on the data. analvsis and the method of
interpreting facts.
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I'he subject-matter u[histur:r' cnicompass all aspeuts of human activity and
most historical studies specialize in a particular ficld. The categories may
partially overlap since some histories may focus or combine more than two
aspects rather than a specific field of study. The different kinds of history
~ include the following:

* Area-specific history (by geography): for example; History of Assam,
History of China, History of Great Britain, History of Egypt, History of
Northeast India, History of Southcast Asia.

® Ethnic-specific history (by community): for example; The Khasis, The
Sikhs of the Punjab, The Marwaris of Rajasthan

8 [ndividual-based history (by historical personalities): for example; A
History of Aurangzeb, Shivzji and His Times, The Rise and Fall of
Napolean Bonaparte.

8 Jdeology-based hisiory (by theoretical perspective): for example; Cultural
History, Ethnohistory, Gender History, Marxist History, Subaltern
History. - -

® Subject-based history (by topic): for example; Demographic History,
Environmental History, Labour History, Maritime History, Military
Hislory.

® Time-specific history (by chronology): for example; History of World
War I, History of Colonial Assam, History of Post-independence India,
Modem Japan.

1.3.3 History and Other Disciplines

As mentioned above, the study of history has many different fields including
those that focus on regions and those which focus on topics or themes of

- historical investigation. Information about the past are obtained from

different kinds of sources and the historical records have been maintained
for a variety of reasons, including administration (such as census and tax
records), politics (glorification or criticism of leaders and notable figures),
religion, art, records of sporting events, interest in gencalogy, personal letters,
and entertainment etc. The wide scope of History as an intellectual discipline
impliés that there are many areas of the subject which has relation with
other disciplines, particularly within the social sciences. Moreover, the
increasing use of inter-disciplinary approaches and quantitative method of
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analysis to justify historical arguments necessitaies the understanding ot
other disciplines such as Archacology, Anthropology. Economics,
Geography. Literature, Philosophy, Political Science. Statistics, Sociolog)
clc. 3

Historical studics are enhanced by a group of ancillary ficlds which are
known as auxiliary sciences. These supplementary fields arc scientific in
naturc and are an indispensable tool for writing history, The auxiliary sciences
of history include:

¢ Codicology: the study of manuscripts as cullural antefacts.
¢ Cartography: \he ant or practice of drawing maps.

¢ FErhnology: a branch of anthropology that analyzes cultures, especially
in regard to their historical development.

¢ Genealogy: the study of descent of an individual or group from an
ancestorn

¢ Numismatics : the study or collection of money, coins, and often medals.

¢ Paleography: the stndy of ancient forms of writing, as in documents
and inseriptions.

¢ Philelogy: the study of language.

Sphragistics or Sigillography : the study of seals.

1.3.4 Philosophy of History

Till the 19" century, historians mainly concerned themselves with facts and
were indifferent to the philosophy of history. The concept of the philosophy
of history began with the Romanticists in the 18™ century, though they did
nol create the concept. In fact much of the theonzing about history happened
inthe 18" and 19" centuries and this reflected the 17" century philosophical
thoughts. As the basis for the modem study of history, the concept was
familiarized by the Italian philosopher G Vico (1668-1744). However. it
was the French philosopher Voltaire (1694-1778) who gave 4 new direction
1o historical studies when he first used the term *philosophy of history” ina
dissertation in 1756. In order to define the term it is important to understand
the linkage between Philosophy and History. Philosophy is concerned with
the systematic thought which attempts to study ideas, causality, behaviour
patterns and a host of other concepts that have a direct link with History.
History on the otherhand, as a study of the past is at the same time concemed
with the present. In this sense, the past is an aspect or function of the present.
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Philosophy of history is Emm:m_ud with philosophical enguiry which are of
two types viz: speculative philosophy and eritical philosophy: Speculative
philosophy relates 10 theorics of history, Critical ph’@-lus::-ph}‘ attempis 1o
present history as science and takes into account the nature of historical
explanation and probléms of histarical knowledge such as objectivity. value
judgement and historicism. Thus, the philoso phy of histary may b
understood as an attempn at offering a rational interpretation of history and
a systematization of historical knowledge. It is closely interlinked with
historical thinking and auempts 1o answer the quest ion-What is History”?

1.3.5 Subjectivity and Objectivity in History:

The questions of objectivity and ruth arc malters of great concern 10
historians. The ideaof an objeetive scientific history can be traved fo moden
Furope, where science had gained legitimacy among intellectuals in the
19" century. Objectivity provides the criteria according o which one can
distinguish good from bad history and assess the relative truth of v?ﬁuus
historical accounts.

_® Subjec:;'vﬂy implies non-static. that which differs from person 1o person.

. A histerian is subjective not because of his uniqueness of theught but

- his emotions. A historian’s mind may already be biased before a
judgement Ieading to subjectivity in the hypothesis and assumplions.
Subjectivity is personal and biasness is a CONSCIOUS OF UBCONSCIOUS
prejudice which distorts one’s perception of whal s happening and why
it is happening. Biasness appears in many forms but perhaps the most
common arc those of ideology, nation, community.-religion, region,
family. caste, class or gender. "-

e Objectivity is the capacity 1o deal with a specific problem withowt
prejudice i.e. solely from the daia and consisient with it. Objectivity
being universal goes beyond the realm of sense and perception and is
therefore inipersonal. Adisciplined procedure of historical method helps

_historian 1o be impartial and fair, 1o seek for objectivity im history.

- - Can history be truly objective? The answer 1o this question involves
the understanding of fact and interpretation in history. In the 19* century.
a notion existed called a *fact-value dichotomy'. This relates to the
view that the facts which an historian collccts are presented through the
mind of the scholar and thus are already subjected 1o values and
judpements. Even if personal bias is overcome, which is itself doubtful.
historians may still differ in their opinions. Yet. the task of the historian
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is 10 be impartial between ideologies or a varicly of data, 10 behave like
a judge rather than an advocate. He should know how 1o select and
critically examine the facts. Arthur Marwick held the view that there 15
only *relative” history and no scientific history. Historical relativism is
linked 10 the notion of the creative moment of an age. which means that
lrulhl'ulnn.r.s should be assesscd relative to the age in which the history
W&S written. This aspect has beenclearly pointed out by E.H.Carr in his
seminal work, Whar is History? (1961) as follows:

@ Facisof hismn* never come in pure form and they are the products
of the historian’s way of thinking

-

¢ History cannot be written unless the historian can achieve some kind
of imeginative understanding of those about whom she/he is writing

# Understanding of the past can be achicved only through the eyes of
the present :

To be objective an historian must not be overwhelmed by beliefs, not
misguided by principles of certain individuals or groups and shouid not use
history as a platform for propoganda. It may be noted that a sound historian
is one who is oble to choose the facts correctly and interpret accordingly.
An historian should be conscious of the need to re-enact the past as nearly
as it happened. However. due to the nature and selection of historical facts,
it has often been argued that it is impossible to achieve complete objectivity
in History. An objective historian implies two aspecis:

& _the capacity to rise above the limited vision of his society and moral and
ethical values and belicfs.

¢ the ability 1o project a vision into the future.

1.3.6 Why Study Histery?

The Education Commission: 1964-66, has aptly summed up the relevance
of the study of history and its significance as an academic discipline as
thus:
..o teach students how 1o think historically so that they
can apply the historical method of enquiry 1o new problems as
they arise, ta encourage them to keep on learning throughout
life, and to help understand. re-evaluate and re-interpret the
past so that their national vonsciousness may be deepened and

their commitmeni to xocial. moral and spiritual valuey
sirengthened .
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1.4 Historiography: Concept

Histonography 15 an independent branch of history. Comed in the 19"
century, the word historiography is derived from history and graphos ie.
writing. Historiography literally means the history of history wrniting. It
concerned with the trends of historical writings; the interpretation and
articulation of events and not the actual events as such. It is commonly
recognized by historians that, in themselves, individual historical facts are
nol particularly meaningful. Such facis will only become useful when
assembled with other historical evidence, and the process of assembling
this evidence is understood as a particular historiographical approach.
Historical writings are crucially shaped by three key aspects viz: sources,
critical method and historical sense. The writing of history in any
age, reflects the ideas and purposes of particular societies.
Historiography helps us to understand how history has been'written overs
the ages since it deals with the factors that have determined history
writing.

Historiography may be defined as the study of evolution of ideas and
techniques associdted with writing of histery and the changing atfitude
towards the nature of History itself. Historiography has a number of related
meanings. [t can refer to:

# the history of historical thought; the history of ideas

e specific body of historical writing (e g. Medieval Historiograph,.
Colonial Histonography ).

e decbates within a particular ficld of academic history'(e.g. History of
Australia).

¢ study of historical method, i.e. theory, its methodology and practices

We must remind ourselves that History as a discipline and profession has
been shaped almost exclusively within Western civilization and culture.
Perhaps not coincidentally, it was during the rise of the modern West (1600-
1950) that most of the major historical madels were di::.;e!bp-ed and many of
these still dominate the field. No major historical paradigm, which now has
currency, has come from outside the Westemn world. However, it would be
a mistake to see the dominance of the Western form as absolutely based on
intellectual superiority of method. In fact, its hegemony springs from the
influence of Western colonial powers in various parts of the world during
the 19* and early 20™ centuries. A consequence of the global dominance of
Western academic historical practices is that not just history, but
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historiography has been “written by the victors.” This produced a celebratory
grand narrative of the Western methodology and perspective that has only
been challenged in recent years. It 15 thus ¢ntical to recogmze that *non-
Western” types of historical wiiting and thought have also been in existence
in other parts of the world which were largely confined to its own culture
and civilization.

At least three major traditions of historical thought and writing can be
identified viz; Western. Arab/Islamic and Chinese. India also has a rich
historical tradition which reflects the different phases of its history.
Keeping in view the objective of this unit, we will now discuss in brief
the history of history writing through the ancient, medieval and modemn
periods of history.

1.4.1 Early Historical Traditions
(8) Western Tradition: Greek and Roman Historiography

Historiography is the product of the Greek mind. Greek history emerged
around the 5% century B.C. influenced by the prevalent epic tradition which
was a combination of myths, legends and some historical information. The
transition from myth to history was made by logographers who are rega. ded

as the earliest contributors 1o Greek history. These prose writers also sang
ballads on contemporary local themes relating to the people, temples, towns
¢tc. From the contribution of Hecatacus as a logographer, the namative
tradition was to develop into history in the works of Herodotus. In the book
litled History of the Persian Wars he attempted to write a comprehensive
history based on accurate information. The emphasis on search for truth
was carried further by Thucydides which is apparent in his work titled History
of the Peloponnesian War. Ofien referred to as the *first critical historian of
the world’, his attempt at writing impartial history based on rigid methods
of enquiry was 10 have importan! consequences for modem historiography.
Perhaps the importance of Greeks in the study of History is best revealed
by the fact that the word istoria from which the English word history is
derived is of Greek origin, However, for all the importance that is assigned
1o the Greeks, History did not enjoy a high stature in the Hellenic world, in
part because the Greeks were philosophically rather less interested in the
past per se than in the realms of nature, ethics, and the mind. The Greek's
way of wriling history was later imitiated and adopted by the Romans when
they subjugated Greece. Graeco-Roman writings had two features viz:
humanism that rejected the supernatural and regarded History as a narrative
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o man’s deeds and sccondly substantialism, that wea Hiswory asa substance
Le. unchanging. Romans wrote largely within the Greek framework cven
nsing their language for a long ime,

(b) Chinese Historiography:

Chinese historiography developed independent of all outside influence and
has a longer continuous tradition than the West. witha clear and consistent
set of rules and practiees forthe representation of the past. The CIFCUMSIances
that shaped the growth of Chinese historiography may be understood in the
Chinese tradition of maintaining genealogical records which kept the
memories of the past alive. Confucious particularly stressed the importance
of history in promoting reverence for the past and respect for the cxamples
set by ancestors. Historians were part of the cour? system and the scholars
emphasized the idea that history was about truth. morality and education.
History was a major category of knowledge along with philosophy, literature,
and the “classics’ from as carly as the 4% century B.C. a status it would not
acquire in Europe hefore the late 17™ century. With somo important
modifications, Chinese historiography was to influence the historical thought
and writing of neighbouring nations such as Japan. Vietnam. and horea.
The most important early figure in Chinese historio graphy was Su Ma-

chien (145-86 B.C.). also known as the Grand Historian, who wrofc &

comprehensive account of Chinese history titled Shih Chih (Histoncal
Records). Hiswork reflected a clear sense ol the historian's purpose througlh
the compilation of facts with its clearly worked out method. By the ime Su
Ma-chien finished writing Shilt Chih a work that his father had begun. il
was nearly four times the size of Thucydides' work History of the
Pelaponnesian War The sysiem ol writing vear-byv-year annal and individual
biographical treatment influenced the next two milennia of Chinesé
historical writing. [n this sense even the Western historical writing did not
display the continuity of a systematic and institutionalized approach 1o the
past that is exemplified by China. The basic genres of Chinese historical
writing were set by the 14" century coinciding with the Mings. the last
indigenous Chinese dynasty.

Exact analogies between Chincse and Westem historiography should be
drawn with a high degrec of caution sinee certain i undamental assumptions
were quite different, Chronolugy was based in frequently changed era namcs
(the practice used in many Asian countrics until the 20™ century) rather than
the single chronolow i from the founding af the werld). Perhaps most
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impartant. Western histoniography places high value upon the independence
of the historian from outside interference: hence official and count histories
have not fared well in the estimation of modern European-American
historingraphers. Yet the Chinese ex perence confirms the achievement of
a historiographical enterprise under official sponsorship.,

(c) Ancient Indian Historiography:

Early Indian historical writing has been charped with the lack ol historical
sense since the works are deficient in crucial eoneerns such as chronology
and critical analysis. India’s very capacity to generate thought and writing
about the past has ofien been rejected. Al-Beruni commented on the lack of
interest in ‘the historical order of things' as early as the 1020s; Edward
Gibbon commented on the general * Asiatic' lack of history in the 18" century;
and the same was echoed by James Mill and Hegel in the 19" century. This
is.a view that modem scholars of ancient India have fought hard to dispel.
Historians such as Romila Thapar have argued that there is a historicity or
at least historical consciousness in early Indian texts like the Epic apd
Puranas, More recenily, scholars have argued that the very notion of history
158 Western imposition colonized Asia, and as such should not be applied
to historical thinking in India. Certainly the complexity of ethnic groups
and languages, and the rigiditics of the caste system, did not permit anything
like Westemn historiography to develop. Nor was there the central government
apparatus that stimulated and systematized Chinese historiography, or the
religious imperative underlying classical Islamic histories. -

Itis often argued that ancient Indians paid no special heed to history in part
because the Brahmanical outlook is thought to have been philosophical
which focused on ' life after death’ and not on earthly existence. Early Indian
historical tradition contains origin myths and cxtensive pencalogical material
on the descents of major families (which generally do not place the figures
chronologically). There are also some biographies of individual rulers, as
well as chronicles of ruling families (Famsavalis, literally. ‘path to
succession’ ) in inseription of textual form, of which Kalhana's Rajatarengoni
i5the best example and the ane most familiar in its use of mulfiple sources,
critically evaluated. An additional category is the collection of historical
rarratives or Prabandha, which again have a biographical orientation. The
period alse developed other traditions of writing about the past, distinct
from itihasc-purana. especially Buddhist and Jaina 1exts, eg., Mahavamsa.
Culavamsa eie. The most (requently cited exception. a 12* century text that
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'« considered a chronological “history” is the Rujararangini (1 148-1149)
written by Kalhana. This verse composition covered the history of Kashmir
from remote antiquity w the author's own time and was derived from lepends. |
oral traditions. written records. and inscriptions. Much more typical than
Kalhana's work was the combined tradition known as itikasa-puran, which
by the mid-first millennium  had become an authoritativé source for the
ruling Brahmanas. Niihusa translates as “thus it was’ while purang refers to
‘that which pertains 1o ancient times’ or “old lore.’ However. the Irihase-
Puruna \radition presentstime or chronology not in the Western lincar model.
but the uniquely Indian circular or cyclical model,

1.4.2 Historiography in the Medieval/Middle Ages:
(a) Church/Christian Historiography:

In the Middle Ages, the Christian and Arab historians remodelled the process
of historical writing by making religion as the central concem of their history.
History written on Christian principles were universal, providential and
periodized. The authors were bishops, monks and church officials and the
themes of the writings pentained to miracles, the sacred, god’s will, sin and
punishment etc, St. Augustine wrote the book titled The City of God which
unfolds the history of man as a drama which begins with the story of Adam
and Eve and how Jesus came to save the world and mankind. *Those who
follow the golden rule of God wouldl enjoy in the City of God and those
who do not will suffer in the City of the Satan’.

(b) Arab/slamic Historiography:

Islamie tradition of the Arabs and Persians represents a highly elaborate
and systematic development of historical writing and thought about the
past. Starting from the 7th century, its first subject being the life and deeds/
expeditions (maghazi) of Muhammad himself, whose Hejira 1o Medina
took place in AD 622 ; providing a firm date on which to anchor Islamic
chronology. From the very beginning, a zealoys effort 1o record only true
staternents about or by the Prophet from authoritative testimony, beginning
with eyewitnesses, led to careful attention to the chain of transmission (isnad
or source criticism) whereby one successive authority passed information,
often orally: down to the next: a hadith or report of the waords of the Prophet
generally consisted of an isnad followed by amarn (the actual text). Muslims
produced a great quantity of historical writing, most of which compare
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very favourably with the best chroniclers of the West and excecds 1toin
attentiveness 1 Jetail and accuracy, lor instance the works of Thn Khaldun
and the traviel writings (themselves a major souree for Mushim social history)
of Ibn Banuta,

(c) Mﬂﬁmﬂ' Indian Historiography:

Medieval Indinn hxsmnngmphv largely followed the Persian style of history
writing: the Sanskrit-language Kashmir chronicles were superseded by
Persian-lunguage works. Babur (1483-1 530). camposed or diclated a
detailed autobiographical history of his times, the Baburnama. Al preeisely
the same period that court-sponsorcd histories were developed n
Renaissance period in Europe. the same feature can be observed in Mughal
India, and Akbar insugurated with Abul Fazl the Persian-influenced
practice of having an official historiographer write the history of the
empire, a practice that was maintained until the last greal Mughal emperor,
Aurangzeb. During the next two hundred years, Islam conlinued to
dominate historical writing in India, producing works on various regions
and localitics. The Mughal writings were more secularized than that of
the Sultanates period.

The emergence of regional historiography was a feature of the medieval
period, which ended in the mid 18" century. The Khyats of the Rajputs
and Bakhars of the Marathas belong to the genre of chronicle writing.
While the reliability of some of these works as chronological sources for
the periods they depict has been questioned by modem scholars, they
nevertheless constitute intentionsl attempts to capture the past. It is thus
important to recognize that the absence of the usual Western forms of
historical writing through much of this period docs nol entail a lack of
any such activity. much less the complete absence of historical thinking.
Eystefnalic keeping of records also developed a different parts of India
outside the process of the Deli Sultaned and Mughal empire. For instance
in Assam historical Chronicles known as Buranji recorded count events
wars elc,

1.4.3. Modern Historingraphy
(a) Western Tradition
Renaissance or Humanist historiography in 17" century Europe broke new

grounds by thrusting god and theological interpretation out of history and
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making it ratienalistic and secular in character. Fhistory once again came (o
focus on man, With its focus on humanism. the Renaissance revolutiomzed
historiography for it also placed emphasis on textual criticism and on a
critical attitude toward documents and sources. In the 17* century. scicntific
awakening had a parallel impact on the study of the past, The most
characteristic aspeet was the assertion of the idea of progress i.c. perceiva..
human society as not static but having grown from the lower 1o ever higher
state of civilization. In the wake of the Scientific Revolution came the Age

of Reason or Enlightenment in the 18% century: a movement lo sccularize .

every department of human life and thought. The Age also provided depth
to history by bringing into its sphare the whole social and cultural history of
the world and not merely confining it 1o politics. Voltaire and G, Vico
contributed to the concept of philosophy of history. The owtstanding figure
of Pritish historiography during the period. still read frequently today. was
Edward Gibbon (1737-1794). whose The History of the Decline and Fail
of the Roman Empire (1 776—1788) was a towering masterpicce synthesizing
thinking about historical problems such as the relationship between empire
and liberty, virtue and power. citizenship and wealth, simplicity and luxury,
and the nature and reasons underlying historical decline.

In the political aftermath of the French Revolution and Napoleonic wars,
and amid the intelleciual awakening of Enlightenment rationalism, the 19*
century saw a Shift from the grand theorics and world histories and an
increased focus on the individual- especially the heroic individual - and the
nation. Romantic nationalism was often linked to a sense of identity built
upon a shared sense of a people sethnic or even political past which propped
up theories of race and culture. This provided the ideological basis for the
phenomenon of modern western imperialism, in turn providing the most
powerful impetus 1o historiography in modern times.

The second half of the 19® century was characterized by a rapid growth in
what may be called *professionalization of History.” The writing of history
underwent a revolution in the second half of the 19* century. Changes werce
signaled by a number of developments: the expansion of university systems
and the turning of many of them by the century’s end 10 advanced training
in historical scholarship (offering PhD’s in History); the systematization of
public record systems in many countries; the advent of several new
professional associations (American Historical Association-1 B87).
frequently accompanied by a new style of high-standard periodical or journal:
n further development of the longstanding trend to publish archival
documents. often under government sponsorship and now with a
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considerably higher standard ol accuracy than previoushy applied. From
the Awe of e Enlichienment, History began i muture into the discipline
thait we know fogday, although the main impulses for modern scholarship 1.e,
critical analysis, came in the 19" contury. The 19" century saw the greatest
age of nationalism and also the preatest age of history writing, The changes
brought about by the Industrial Revolution and the accompanying perceplion
of economics as a scicnce foreed historians to turn their attention lo econumic
questions. The atiempt by Karl Marx to identify the economic factor as the
most significant, although not the only determining factor in social change
has influenced historical studies.

The later 19" century also witnessed something else not seen hefore
historiographically. namely the far greater involvement of women in
historical writing in Furope and North America. Women had been readers
of history for three centuries or more, and there had been a handful of notable
female historians, as well as numerous women authors of popular histories
and biographies. Mary R Beard (1876-1958) published what became the
most important English-language survey of female agency and power,
Weman as Force in History (1946). Interdisciplinary approaches to history
began in the 19605 and History depariments began to encourage a high
degree of sub-specizlization in varied fields such as military, gender.
women’s, economic, social, environmental, intellectual, cultural etc. /i trend
that began in the mid-1970s but had roots in literary theory is the
Postmodemist or the “linguistic turn” in historiography, which challenge
conventional boundaries between history and literature. The new type
of history showed a2 major shilt in interest from the individual to the
masses. Leading exponents of this view are Hayden White and Dominick
LaCapra.

(b} Modern Indian Historiography

Full-fledged histories came to be written in India during the modem period
and the necessary ground work for historical wrilings was done by the
Western (British) scholars. some of whom were non-professionals and
administrators. It began in the 18 century more or less as a sequel to the
¢stablishment of the East India Company. Growing adminisirative
responsibilitics necessitated understanding of laws, habils and hislory of
the Indian people. The Indian scholars were rather slow to follow the example
set by the pioneers. for a long ime only reacting to whatever they thought
was anti-Indian. failing 10 cvolve o stance of their own,
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There are thres major trends ol modern historograpin in India vies Colonl
Historiograpay (Orientalists. tilitarians. Evanpelisis). Nationahist
Historiography and Subaltiern Historiography. Hisioriography that emerged
in the course of colonial rule in late 1R and darly, 19" cemunyis relerred to
as Colonial historiography. Influenced by colonial ideblogy: three main
aspects may be discerned vis writing on colonial theme. writing indefency
of colonial rule and writing for colonial interest, 1.5 Mill (History of British
Inedier. 3 Volumes. 1817) was the Lirst hiﬁlm‘jan of British India 1o develop
the thesis of dividing Indian history jnto thrée peniods viz: Hindu, Muslim
and British, Nationalist historiography cmerged in the second hall ol the
19" century on account of Two reasons viv: as a reaction W colonial writings
and the historical context of the Indian National Movement. The Subaliem
historical writings were initinted in India primarily by RanagitGuha w offer
an alternative to the elitist perspective of India’s freedom struggle. studving
groups involved in the struggle in various ways and a1 different levels.

*Scientific history’ came to India in thc 20" century through British-traincd
Indian historians. Some well known scholars who contributed to this trend
include R. G Bhandarkar (Sanskrit philologist). his son and scholar. D. R.
Bhandarkar ( epigrapher and numismatist), and Sir Jadunath Sarkar. The
institutional apparatus of Western historiography gradually emerged in ladia
heginning with the Historical Records Commission of 1919 and the Indian
History Congress which was established in 1937- 1934, In recent decades.
India has continued to produce outstanding scholars ol international
reputation such as the historian of carly India. Romila Thapar. and the sucinl
historian Sumit Sarkar,

1.5 Summing Up

From the forcgoing discussion we have learm that History s the
reconstruction of the past: the constant dialogue hetween the past. present
and future being central to understanding history. Traditionally, historians
have attempted 10 recover the past. either in writing or by recording
information based on oral traditions. There are varieties-of history and
recent interdisciplinary approaches to historical studies rellect the widening
scope of the discipline of History, The 19* centyry Enlightenment Age may
be seen as an important period when an mﬁ.ﬂuliﬁnnr}' paradigm was
established with the attempt o formulate historical method and a philosophy
of history. 10 must be remembered that the aspeets ol history which historians
concern themselves with are wlluenced and deternuned by their prosent
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concerns. Histery from the point of view of vrdinary people 13 mow
recopni/ctd s an important clement in historical study. History soriting mus)
be based on sound historical methods: the clement ol biax thal every souree
is subjeet w0 must be carelu’’s Bosdled in urder w portray history in the
nght porspective.

1.6 Key Terms

Facts: 13asic dati or information considered accurate, used for reconstructing
abjective history, Faet is sometimes used synonymaously with rrurh,

Historicism : The view that past events must be undersiond and judged
within the context of historical change.

Historical sense : The capacity to conceive and represent significance of
the past into a meaningful history for the present.

Humanism: A concem with man rather than with god or nature is the central
principle of humanism. Humamsm culminated as a cultural and literary
expression in the 16* century Renaissance Europe.

Oral History : A method of historical research associated with the cnllection
of spoken records.

Oral Tradition : The aspects of a society s culture. particularly non-literate
_societies that are passed on by word of mouth.

Periodization : The division of historical time into definile eras: 1o
characterize a particular period of history asan "age . [tassumes that an age
has a certain kind of “unity” largely based on technolugical changes. which
differentiates it from another age in history.

Prehistory + Human culiures before the emergence of writing.

Rationalism : A philosophical tradition originating in the 17* and 18"
centurics, rationalism asseris that reason is the only basisof valid knowledge.

Relativism : A theory which sugeests that knowledge is refative 1o the age
which produced it and hence there is no independunt or fixed criteria ol
truth.

Romanticism: Wistorical writings characterized by emphasis given to the
individual “here’, Often linked with nationalistic feclings. the Romantic
movement reached its height in 19™ eentury Furope.



1.7 Questions and Exercises

|. Distinguish between History and Historiography.

2. Define Historiography and explain how it helps in the understanding of
History.

3. What is “historical method'? Examine its importance for understanding
the evolution of historical societies.

4. ‘History is an unending dialogue between the past and the present.’
Discuss

$. Critically examine the importance of ‘objectivity’ in history? Is “total
objectivity” in history possible?

6. Why have the historians of ancient India been charged with the lack of
historical sense?

7. Review the stages of historical scholarship in the context of modem
Western Tradition.
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2.1 Introduction

Modemn historical scholarship emerged with Reformation and Renaissance
and historiography continued to be enriched through changing methods and
styles of narration. Humanism and the gradual secularization of critical
thought influcnced carly modem European historiography. Both the Positivist
and Whig historical writings developed in the 19" century reflecting the
changing ways in which history came 1o be perceived. In France, Germany
and Britain, the principal mode of historical investigation was empirical.
by which is meant the scientific interrogation of sources. In fact, the attempt
to make historical knowledge scientific had begun in the wake of the
Scientific Revolution of the 1 7™ century. With this methodological revolution
historical understanding started on its “scientific” and 'positive” course, The
Positivists emerged as a reaction 1o Romanticist historiography and were
obsessed with recording of facts. Romanticism made individuals the focus
of the historical narrative whereas positivism talked of the masses. The
positivists were of the view that the objective of history writing should be
o reorpanize society which should aim at liberating istory from metaphysics
and theology. Another significant view of history that developed during the
period was that of the Whigs which had its own notien of change. progress
and civilization.
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2.2 Objectives

The Positivists and the Whigs exemplity the dominam historical thinking
in the 19% century. Both the mends of thought were w have a profound
impact on the emergiing historical method of enguirs. This unit 15 designed
e help you:

® understand the imponance of events and individuals in history
® cxplain the scientific approach to historical investigation
® reflect on the “context” that influcnced Whig historiography

& cxplore the notions ol “empiricism” "teleology” and “cthnocentrism
in 19" century historical thinking

1.3 Positivist History -

In Europe the 19 century was the ape of positivism as well as of empiricisim.
According 10 E.H. Carr, the 19" century was a great age of facis. This
philosophy of positivism resis on the assertion that the only true knowledge
is that which is based on empirical data. History should mirror enly facts:
without any refraction, distortion, no change and no transformation. The
application of scientific methods to the study of human society could lead
to the formulation of perfect laws of human development and social change.
In other words, if man could understand the laws which govern social change
inthe past, he could understand the link between the past. presemt and future.
For the Positivists, the main purpose of history writing was to find out the
motives and cxplain the processes though of which cvents take place ar
through which these have passed. History was regarded as Social Physicy
which would discover certain laws which could help in explaining and
interpreting history and historical events, These laws would govern the
relations thal exist among inter-related facts in a permanent order. This was
in stark conirast to the Romantic Idealists who believed that history was
more imaginative and a pure art.

The *father of the positivist approach 1o social science” was the 19" century
French philosopher Auguste Comte (1798-1857). A mathematician by
profession, Comte coined the word "Positivism’ to means “beyond the
possibility, of doubt or dispute’. Auguste Comte explained the aims and
principles of his philosophy in two works viz: the Course of Positive
Philasophy (1830-42) in 6 volumes. and the Systen of Positivistic Politics
(1851-54) in 4 volumes. He introduced into the study of society the same
scientilic observation ol laws which prevail in Physics. Chemistry and
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Psychalogy. Tle attempted 1o discover o set of working laws for the
interpretativg of hisory, According to Comie. istory 15 divided into three
stages: the theological. the metaphysical and the positive. The first or
primitive state of social lile is the theological. in which humans progress
from paganism to menotheism; the second. slightly more advanced state. is
the metaphysical. so called because in it huhans turn away lrom the
supernatural but nonetheless search for secular powers like “nature’™; the
third. and final stage. is positivism. in which humans use rational method
(empiricism) 1o approach the study of society in the way scientists understand
the natural world. The emphasis thus was on the comprehension ol social
phenomena by discovering the laws which governed progress. Comle s
method reflected the influence of scientific method and deology on history,

An imposing figure who personified the empirical school of historiography
was the German thinker, Leopold von Ranke (1795-1886). Revered as the
“father of modern scholarship’ he is less important for any of his individual
histories than for what he came to symbolize. It was Ranke together with
B.G. Niebuhr (1776-1831) who developed the modern scientific
methodology of historical investigation. Ranke wrote the first scientific
political history in the 19th century. It was in the tide of reaction against | 8
century thought that Ranke began Lo recreate the way history was
conceptualized. German scholarship loomed large over many of Europe’s
nations in the second half of the 19* eentury and beyond. Ranke was of the
opinion that historians should not indulge in speculation but only on facts
as it happencd. The central principle of the Rankean method, namely, ‘to
show how it actually was’ assumes great significance in the development of
historical methodology and forms a crucial foundation for history writing.
Although Ranke had to his credit over sixty volumes, the book that launched
modern historical methodology was the Histary of the Latin and Crermen
Peapfles (1824}, His goal was to write universal history in which historical
knowledge was to be perceived as an enormous collective of particular facts.
Theodar Mommsen ( 1817-1903). was another great historian of the positivisl
ape acclaimed for his work entitled History of Rome, in 3 volumes wntlen
on the basis ol a corpus of historical material with incredible attention given
1o details.

The influence of positivism on historiography can best be seenin the growth
of a new kind of history marked by meticulous care for details. The positivists
whether of the Comtean or Rankean type were occupied with facts which
resulted in unprecedented increase of detailed historical knowledge. The
historian must pass no judgements on the facts, he mustonly say what they
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weren By tracing the conncetion hetween Ricts, ana cetweenevents, Comtear
positivism prived itself 10 be a valuable corrective 1o the Rankean approach
o history. It mav be mentioned thal Nichuhr and Ranke had launched
scientific history with its aim on vhjective or unbiased history. sirictiyv in
accordance with facts. It was in this sense that LB, Bury asserted tha
history was “simply a science no less and no more”. Comie looked up
the serupulous study of the sources and facts as only the first stage of the
process of understanding history: the second was necessarily the framing
of laws, For Ranke ascertaining new laets was an ideal in iisell. Comite
went a step further and emphasized the necd 1o discover the causal
connections.

As aresult of the influsnee of positivism on history. positivist historiography
developed which emphasized on three important stages in historical writingy
covering three differemt types of thinkers viz: historians, philologists and
philosophers. According to the pusitivists. historians lay stress on facts rather
than building theories, and in this sense is quite different from philasophy.
The aim of the historiun is 10 reconsiruct the past historical events in such a
way that it reflected reality of life. Each historical event is considered unigue
in its own way. Positivists believe that history should not be used for
propaganda. Philologists formed a group in positivist historiography and
they laid stress on narrating events, not concerned with interpretation. They
supplicd material based on eritical evaluation of documents for the historians
but were themselves not keen on enquiry into the past or m!q.r;:-n:munn of
the data colleeted. Another group in positivist historiography included the
philosophers and as such these thinkers were differentiated from the
“philesophers of history”. They paid more attention to the studs of causes
of events and in fact the whole course of history. According to them
Sociology and |istory are closely linked with cach other because historians
colleet facts and provide these to the sociologists who develop laws from
the material furnished by historians. From Positivism developed the
discipline of Sociology which seeks gencral laws in at Jeast specHic spheres
of human activitv.

Positivism is not withoul criticism and historians such as J.W. Thompson
have questioned its claim of “seientific” and “impartial® history. Ranke' 5
conceplion of history as divine manifestation have led scholars to opine
that he “misled a whole generation into believing that he was wring ohjective
history”, Crities also note the prominence given 1o political history The
insistence ol Positivists on microscopic details barred e historian from
treating greal esents or karge-scale problems,
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2.4 Whig History

The Whig view ol history refers 1o a school of historiography of the 19®
century that developed mainly in England among a group of histurians who
represented largely the bourgeoisic class. As such, Whig historical writings
are often termed as the “history of the triumph of the bourgeoisic’. The
British historian Herbert Butterfield coined the term “Whig history™ in his
chort but influential book The Whig Interpretationof History (1931). 1t takes
its name from the British Whigs. advocates of the power of Parliament.
who opposed the Tories, advocates of the power of the king. Whig history
was clearly a political form of history in which the group of British historians
who embodied the ideals of the Whig political party sought 1o interpret 19%
history as one long triumphant march of progress. Debate in 18% century
British politics was firmly anchored in a recent and tumultuous history.
both because of the continuing political significance of the events of this
period, especially the Glorious Revolution of 1688 and because the political
culture of the age was one in which legitimacy was derived from the past. It
was from this series of events that Whig politicians and thus Whig historians
claimed that the. legitimacy and liberty of the English constitution was
derived. The Whigs were also influenced greatly by Darwin’s Theory of
Evolution. which stressed the role of change as the key factor in the
evolutionary process. Whig historians look for and favour the rise of
constitutional government, personal frecdoms and scientific progress in any
historical period.

The well known exponents of Whig historical writings include T.B.
Macaulay, E.A. Freeman, J.A. Froude and GM. Trevelyan T.B. Macaulay
(1800-1859) exemplifics the group of literary historians who believed not
s0 much on material forces and economic wants as the moving force of
history, but in the qualities of a spiritual order.

Often, this elite group used history to justify the power relations within
their own societies and the primacy of their own nation in the Iargr;-:r world.
~ History for them was an exercise in moral instruction, which proved that
God’s will and human virtue triumphed in the world. This type of ‘morally
determined history” is a feature of Whig historiography.

It may be noted that Whig historiography developed ata point in time when
Europe. and England in particular occupied a promincnt position in world
history. For the Whigs their cnvironment was developed and propressive,
which they compared with lesser developed countries of Asia and Africa,
terming the people of these region as barbaric and uncivilized. Their notion
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of history is reflected in two central themes, vis: cliocentrism and telcologs,
Ithnocentrism relates o an attitude and mistrust towards “outsiders” which
may exist within a social group: a way of perceiving one’s own eultural
group in relation 1o others, It involves the beliel that one's OWR Eroup is
‘racially. morally and culurally” superior 1o other groups. The success of
M. Trevelvan's (1876-1962) waork titled English Social History owed
chicfly 1o his Whig glorification of English virtues which suited the
prejudices and beliefs of the upper and middle classes in 20" century Britain.

. The Whig view is clearly linked to the wider 18 century idea of progress,
For the Whig historians the standard of progress was 19" century Furope
which was characterized by growth of industrics, market economy. nnd
breakdown of menopoly-bourgeoisic development as unfolding in the 19%
century. With this index of j udging societies. they consistently arpued that
19" century Britain was the highest form of civilization in the world. Since
they glorified the present, they denigrated the past as primitive, barbarious
and a *dark age’ in comparison with the present. In this context, feudalism
of the middie ages in Europe was not understood in a proper light in terms
of the relationships of economy or culture of the times. Reflecting the
confident mood of the early 19* century Englishmen, the British historian
Macaulay wrote of *the most enlightened generation of the most enlightened
people that ever existed'. '

Teleology relates 1o *a general direction of history”, in terms of which
pal'ii:u!ar events can be undersiood. The Whig historians perceived the
notion of change always in a progressive direction L.e. what they tenned s
the linear progression. The past is understood as unfolding of the present
and the present as an unfolding of the past. In this approach the present
becomes absolute and the past becomes relative. Those they believed retarded
this progress were criticized and those which contributed 1o progress were
glorified. The Renaissance and the French Revolution, for example, were
Seen as a continuous unilinear development towards the cmcrﬁcnf:c of a
certain type of society whereas Communist movement was criticized as not
contributing to the Whige notion of linear pragression. The Whig school of
history greatly emphasized this notion of change. Without change there can
be no history since it is the study of various developments in human life.
And. no development can take place in human life without any kind of
change. Further, history studies the changes in the development of human
life. For the Whigs, history is the record of progress of mankind. This “idea
of progress” is viewed always in a forward direction. Thus, history i1s a
progress from unrcason 1o reason. irrational t rational. unscientific o
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seientific and so on. Every stage ol development ina socicty is a development
over the pregeding stage and the process will continue until it reaches the
developed stage. This last stage, for the Whigs is the Luropean sociely since
it was the most developed and progressive socicty. and they belonged (o
that society. The wdea of progress is also associated with the growth of
individualism, principles of liberty and frecdom. development of market
cconomy ¢tc. The Whigs regarded market sociclies as an index of
development. Thus the Whig society becomes absolute and all other socictics
are seen as inadequate, incomplete; the negation of market society. In line
with the notion of change in linear progression. the Whig historians glorified
the present age by deliberately depicting certain periods in the past as dark
ages. For them the present is the gradual unfolding of the past; past is the
embryonic stage of the historical developments in tenns of causes and eflects.

It may be noted that the Whig view of history, particularly their notion of
progress came under criticism by the early 20" century, in the aftermath of
World War I. Herbert Butterfield denounced the Whig interpretation and
emphasized the limits of a historian's moral conclusions. Butterfield warmed
that real “historical understanding is not achieved by the subordination of
the past to the present, but rather by our making the past our present and
attempting to see life with the eyes of another century rather than cur own.”
Thus, as a reaction to the notion of lincar progressive path. new theores on
eyclical view of history developed which took into consideration the view
that societies are not necessarily moving in a forward dircction but also
may experience crisis. The term Whig history has also been applied widely
in historical disciplines outside of British history (the history ol science,
for example) o criticize any teleological (or goal-directed). hero-
based narrative. Thus the cyelical theery related o the birth, growth and
decay of socictics in contradistinetion to the lincar theory. The Whig
historians havz been praised for their narrative style of history writing but
criticized for presenting Whig political views rather than impantial history.
The type of morally determined history of the Whigs was challenged in the
late 19" century by the rise of the professional historians.

1.5 Summing Up

The confident optimism of the 19* century Europe had come to assert that
history was scientific knowledge providing the basis for the understanding
of mankind, such as the natural sciences were doing for the understanding
of nature, Positivism takes its name from Auguste Comie’s doctrine that
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the only knowledge of value is positive knowledge or knowledge which
comes from the sciences. According to Comte. positivism is the third and
highest state of human knowledge. Positivism in history was a reaction to
Romanticist historiography. For the Positivists history was a science and an
end in itself. History became more fact oriented. The aim of positivism is 1o
discover the universal laws governing the known universe by scientific
analysis and observation. The Positivists also believed that higtorical forces
move ina certain direction and if these are intellipently and carefully studied.
it is not difficult Lo predict coming events or fulure courses of history.
Comtean Positivism and its impact on historiography were the direct result
of the great strides of the natural sciences which emerged in the 19" century.
Yet, the positivist approach has been criticized on the grounds that facts
cannot be separated from interpretation in history writing. Among Furopean
historians from the 16™ until well into the 19" century, history was the domain
of the *gentlemanly tradition of high culture®. Events and individuals came
to be studied and judged in terms of the role they played in unfolding of
history as conceived by the Whigs. In general, Whig historiography perceives
the past as a teleological progression toward the present. Whig historians
share a specific notion of progress, which defines the way they looked at
the past and the present. Progress meant primarily the growth of
individualism; the capacity of the individual 1o ¢xercise his will unfettered
by any restrictions. This was linked to the second assumption, that is, erowth
of freedom and liberty which was important for growth of society. Its
antithesis ¢an be seen in certain kinds of cultural pessimism where socictic.
‘other " than their own were perceived as barbaric,

2.6 Key Terms

Empiricism: A mode of philosophical reasoning which holds that the only
reliable source of knowledge is that which can be observed.

Ethnocentrism: The tendency to or practice of interpreting, evaluating and
Judging ethnic groups perceived as other (for example. ‘savage’,
‘barbarians') by the standards of onc's own ethnic group

. Monotheism: Belief in the existence of one pod or in the oneness of God.

Pagan: An adherent of a polytheistic religion in antiquity, especially when
viewed in conirast to an adlierent of a monotheistic religion,

Reformation: The 16" century religious and political movement in Europe
that aimed at reforming the Roman Catholie Church and resulted in
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establishing the Protestant churches. Tradinonally deseribed as having started
by Martin Lutherin 1517, the Reformation alfected religious individualism
which led 10 individuatisim of other types, ascilizens started looking towards
themselves for answers. rather than to God or religious institutions.

Renaissance : The revival of an. literature and learning in Western Furope
‘5 the 14* and 15® cenluries which has been seen not anly as the rediscovery
of the thought and work of the Ancients, eg: Plato and Aristotle. bul as a
rebirth of human spirit. the birth of modemn humanism. The Renaissance
revived histonical writing and the study of history, both by restoring classical
models and by ercating the scicnce of textual criticism. It began as an era
defined by an halian writer who applied it onlv to ltalian painters and
sculptors, but thus only in the 19" century with Jakob Burckhardt did “the
Renaissance’ become a historical era. He portrayed Renaissance as the first
era that truly recopinzed and respected human worth and individualism. He
alse identified this period as the true beginning of modem times.

Teleology: A philosophical position bascd on the assumption that human
society is constantly evolving towards some as yel unknown, but certainly
higher and more sophisticated form.

Wiigs: A British political party which contested power with the rival Tories.
By the first half of the 19th century, the Whig political programme came to
encompass not only the supremacy of parliament over the monarch and
support for free trade, but Catholic emancipation. the abolition of slavery
and expansion of the franchise (sulTrage).

2.7 Questions and Exercises
I. Examine the basic tenets of Positivist philosophy.
2. Elaborate the influence of Positivist thought in the writing of history.

3. Discuss the notions of ‘change” and “lincar progression” in the context
of the Whig view of history.
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31 Introduction

Historical writings in the 20™ century showed an increasing cencem for
social and cconomic [actors of life and moved away from event-bascd
political history. on which 19 century historiography had almost exclusively
concenirated. The Industrial Revolution and its cifects were o ¢nccurage
historical thinking which focused on issues such as trade-unionism.
competitive production, alienation of classes. migration etc. Since the late
19* century, there had been a reaction against what is generally called “top
people's history” or the 'Great Man' view of history. The new trend of writing
showed a shift from the individual to the masses which were visible mainly
among the intellectual classes in the late 19" and carly 20" centuries,
particularly in Britain. Marxism, the ideas and philosophy of Karl Marx
stimulated inquiry into the part plaved by the masses in history which
profoundly influcnced 20™ century historiography and cconomic theory,
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In the Last-changing political armogements in the world sinee 1945, certainly
the was the end of eolonialism and the subseyuent lactors in shaping new
history. There emerged in many socictics a greater appreciation and empathy
For hitherto voiceless communities whose stories by buried in the past. In
searching for roots of “new” history. historians look 1o France and 1o the
founding of the dnmules School. The Annales School developed mamly
France and America along with the Marxist historiography influcnced
writings. This school put forward the critique of both the Positivist aml
Whig view of history. With its multidisciplinary approach. it has since plaved
a decisive role in dictating the agenda of 20 century history wnting.

3.2 Objectives

The Marxist and the Annales approach to history reoriented historical
research away from the deseription of isolated, mainly political events
towards the investigation of complex and long-term social and economic
processes. The conception of history as the study of society laid stress on
interrelationship between ant. ideas, politics and economics in shorl. a more
“total’ history. This unit is designed 10 help you:

e understand Marxism and the cconomic interpretation of history
& jdentifi the debates within Marxist history
® pain insights into the Annales School and concept of “toral history’

@ refleci on the contribution of Marx and the Annales to. historical
methods

8 examine interdisciplinary approach as a tool for historical rescarch

3.3 Marxist History

The hady of thought derived from the writings of Karl Marx (1818-1883) is
known as Marxism. A German philosopher. economist and revolutionary.
Karl Marx is best known for his views on relationship between economic
lifi: and social institutions. Marxism in its diverse forms, grounds its theory
and practice on the cconomic and cultural ideas of his long time collaborator
and friend. Friedrich Engels. In his main work Dus Capital (136T). he
developed his theory of the “historical essence of man’. By mid 20™ century.
Marxist thought had developed into a vast body of theory. drawn largely
from the tradition of 19" century European thinking personified by
philosophers such as Saint Simon (French socinlist). Hegel (German [dealist
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thinker) and Adam Smith (British political ceconomist). It spread far bevond
the borders of the Russia to include Romama. Poland. Bulgaria. Last
CGermany. Hungary and (Czechoslovakia, Without state sanctions (o supporl
i academic Marsism never stained o dominant position in the Wesi. but
had a profound influence nonctieless throughout the 1980s. Marxist.,
socialist, or left-leaning historiography began to appear in the Western
democracies relatively carly in the 207 century. The attraction of Marxism
increased in the aftermath of the financial collapse of 1929 and the ensuing
(ireat Depression. which se¢med to bear out Marx"s views of the inevitable
collapse of capitalism.

Historians who use Marxist methodology, but disagree with the mainstream
of Marxism, often describe themselves as marxist historians, The chief fenets
of Marxist historiography are the centrality of social class and economic
consiraints in determining historical ontcomes. Marxist history is generally
releological, in that 1t posits a direction of history, lowards an end state of
history as a classless human sociely. Marxist historiography has made
contributions to the history of the working class, oppressed nationalities,
and the methodology of “history from below’.

Marxist or historical materialist historiography 15 a school of historiography
influenced by Marxism. The primary influence of cconomic factors
histarical explanations may he understood in that Marxist history is also
known as the materialist inlerpretation of history, economic interpretation
of history or cconomic determinisnt. The main wnets of Marasm include:

e dialectical materialism
e historical materialism
® class struggle

® critique of capitalism
® revolution

]

emergence of a classless society

3.1 Historical Materialism and Determinism

Historical Materialism (also known as Dialectic Materialism) is regarded
as the fundamental philosophy of Marxism. It is called dialectic materialism
becanse its approach to the phenomena of nature. its method of studying
and apprchending it is dialectic (meaning contradiction). while its
imterpretation of the phenomena i1s materialistic. Marx had been attracted to
the philesophy of dialectics. aconcept visuahized by the German philosopher
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Creory Wilhen | n.lL rick Hewelo 17 Tl} PR30 Donsever. Hepclan dhalectics
panve primacy io S ideas soctal chanwe. While Marx comended than the
hesic elernent in haman Life is materiahisue. | ach histoneal ape would be
characterized by dominant ideas of a cortnn i pe. vizs the “thesis: which
miust also contain within it exactly contradictons iduas. that s, the “antithesis
and antithesis working against thesis would whtimately produce o " snthests

which is the predominant idea of a nes-ape, The contlict between okd and
new principles (dialectics) brings about histonical progress. (U implies thai
all history and indeed all reality is a process ot de elopment through time,
through the unfolding vl cvents that are necessiry. logical and determimistic,

I'he basie idea underlving Marx's materialism. as expressad in
Contribution to Critigue of Political Econeny (1839) 15 that “in the socil
production af their life. men coter into detfinite refations that are indispensible
and independent of their will. relations of produziion which correspond 1o
a definite stage of the development of the productive forees’, Before people
can politicize, play politics. create an ete. they musl produce economit
nceessities. To do this they must enter into social relations of production,
“which become class relations which is in qurn the basis of social structure
and social change. The key factor in the relationship is material requirement,
viz: food, clothing and shelter, Using this as the starting point [ Tistory came
1o be periodized according to the corresponding material CIFCUMSIaNCLs viz;
slave mode of production, feudal mode of production and the capitalisy
mode of production.

Claxs was Tundamental o Marx's analysis though he never pros wded a
standard definition of the concept, Class in simple 1erms refers w cconomic
proups within a society. These are the hourgeaisic or capilalists who ouwn
the means of produgtion and the proletariat or the working ¢lass who owned
nothing except their labouring bodics. Classes are formed by a group ol
people who stand together in a common relationship to the means of
production. The driving and underlying cause of historical devclopments
was class almgy,lu between the upper classes (feudal landlords. lacien
pwners. capitalists) and the working classes (serfs, factory workers,
proletariat). “All history is a hi*ilun of class strugele” (Fhe ommuni o
Munifesta). Developing this theme. it was argued that the former sought 1o
keep the latter under control and this process of domination or hegemony i
a kev clement in industrialized socicties. In Dus Capitaf Mars stated that
the primany reason for the antagonism hetween labour and capital s tha
the capitalists are able to appropriate the surplus valie which is created by
labour and which theretore, ought to go 1o lahour.
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bo understand how the Marsistapproach is incorporated in histors writing.
ik i essential o lndersind whant the coneept of soctalim mesns. A workd
frev from oppression with a secicty which is organised on the principle of
eupuality and in which the rewourees of the worid are egually shared is thy
world of socialism, Mars 150 4 real sense the Father of modern socialisim,
He saw the Dl stage of man’s iljwmn-'uu— o slige o which the sociciy
would be communist. e also saw how i1 could he brought abour. To
distinguish his ideas trom those of other socialisis. his followers began to
ciull themzelves commuanists and his ideas came to hq. Anown as Marxism.

Perhaps the most comman concepl and set of terms assoctated with Marxist
thought would be “base and superstructure”, In Marxism, the social and
cultural aspects of hile are believed 10 be dependent upon the ceonomic
factors. Men must first live before they can have ideas: 1ife is not determined
by ideas/conscitus.cs. bul conseiousness by life. The economic conditions
in a society congtitute the ‘base’ because they determine the nature and
character of the social and culwral forms. which is the - superstructure”,
What this means is that the nature of the hase will be crucial in determining
wha kinds of cultural forms emerge in*any society. The base and
superstructure model seems to argue for a deterministic view of culture.

Marx’s intellectual project encompussed the following ohjeetives:

* Tounderstand and explain human condition i he found it in capitalist
societics. e saw human condition under capitalism as being
characierized by “alicnation”. a condition in which human beings were
estranged Irom their world and from their work, products. fellow
crcatures and themselves. According 10 him “Capttalism is a system off
exploitation ol human nature and eventug y and incvik: thly: that svstem
will eollapse when a classless socicty will inherit the earth and man will
be [ree and restored 1o his dignity.”

* To obtain it theorctical grasp of the mechanisms at work in the overall
process of historical change in which capitalism wis but a phm.-

* Marx h-LlIL\."I:d that it wis necessan nol only to study b-r.n.':l.n but 1
change it,

3.3.2 Debates within Marxisi History

Amalysis of recent Marxist historical w riting suggests th there is a ven
wide range of what is theoretically possible undur the rubric of “Marsism®
Mirgism has been re-read. revised and adapted by intelicctuals and
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politicians. The scope of Marxist theory as a tool for historical research is
wide and its significance lies in its contribution 10 the study of social and
cultural change. Marxism also provided socialism and communist politics
with an ideology which began to assume great importance as a revolutionary
doctrine in many parts of the world. louis Althusser and Antonio Gramsci
analvsed dynamics of capitalism, culture. psychology and literature within
Marxism and have been leading cxponents of Western Marxist thoughts.
We discuss here two major strands of Marxism. namely Marxis!
structuralism and *History From Below'.

Marxist Structuralism

A 200 century term, Structuralism is a methodology and theorctical approach
based on the assumption that societies can be analyzed with language and
linguistics, as signifying systems. it takes as its object of investigation a
‘system * or complete group of facts cather than facts as isolated entities. In
the 1960"s French Mamxist Loius Althusser assimilated the Structuralism
then current, into his view that the structure of society is not a monolithic
whole, but is constituted by a diversity of ‘nonsynchronous’ social
formations, or ‘ideological state apparatuses’, including legal, political, and
literary institutions. Althusserian Marxism is a Structuralist version of
Marxism. It claim that despite the superficial similarities between the
writings of early and later Marx, they were two distinct modes of thought.
His creative re-reading of Marx seeks 1o explain social phenomencn by
reference 1o the underlying structures of the modes of production. He detected
a theoretical/epistemological break (prohlematiques) in Marx’s thoughts in
1845, distinguishing the so called carly or Hegelian Marx from the later
post-Hegelian Marx. Althusser's works were aimed at severing the
connection between Hegel and Marx. Drawing on the work of the later
Marx, he argues that modes of production determine what classes are found
in relation to other classes, together constituting the mode of production.
Althusser and the later Marxists proposed thal the cultural practices and
forms enjoy a certain degree of autonomy from the economic base. They
objected to cconomic determinism and argued that individuals should he
seen as agents of structures and social relations.

The essence of structuralism in history could be seen in attempts such as
this to uncover impersonal forces and hidden realities, which coutd mould
men's lives and their destinies. Structuralism has broupght together the
disciplines of philosophy. history of ideas and psychologry. While histacy i
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concermed with facts and hence digchronic, its structural model 1s symchronic
which studics relations between facts without reference to the past. The
Structuralist positions have been eriticized as ahiswrical. unverifiable. and
neglectful of human creative activity and as such have had hittle influence
on historical practice. Yet, although Structuralism appears to curtail the role
of what is cunvmliﬂnail}' understood as History, in fact its ideology has
broadened the scope of theory of History 10 include examination of the
*forms of the mind".

‘History From Below’

*History from Below’ approaches reflect the growing desire 1o expand the
frontiers of social history, and were driven by what Marx called the need 10
understand the ‘masses’. This Culiural-Marxist approach offered a new
focus to social history which assumed a fresh move ‘to emancipate the
voiceless’ developing an interest in *the structure of feeling”, applying the
*cultural model® to “history from below’. Studies on population, family,
iabour and oral history, women, subaltern made a decisive shift from crown,
constitution and politics to study the dynamics of society and class. British
Marxist historians such as Christopher Hill, E.P. Thompson and E.J.
Hobsbawm are among the best-known exponents of a version of Marxism
which combined underlying socio-economic structures and their modes of
transformation with a concern to retricve the voices of the hitherto
marginalized groups of people. The centrality of class struggle featured in
the works of the British social historians. Several classics of late 20° century
historical writings such as that of E. P Thompson (1924-1993), entitled
The Making of the English Working Class (1963) and Georges Lefebvre’s
(1874-1959) many books on the French revolution were written from an
explicitly Marxist, albeit more humanistic p:r:spm.’:liﬂ:l. The Making of the
English Working Class launched a critique of structuralist interpretations
of class which emphasized that class is an agency. a social and cultural
factor which cannot be defined in abstraction. Thompsen’s intention,
however, was to ‘rescue real people - the working class. handloom weavers.
artisans, croppers, women cic scemingly lost in the past and whose activities
and lives was thought by scholars to be of no interest,

*History from below’ called for new methods and sources, or else the radical
re-interpretations of traditional sources. This meant re-reading ol ballads,
Poster or protest banner, delving into working class autobiography or oral
remuniseence. The search [or sources for the view from below is fuelled by
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the igdes thai o ervibingehas o histony and pothia iswithoot a steoy o well.:
lerms like people’s Inston ™, "histors ol ¢versdus B thoush notalwals
exnactiy the smne as “history from hclow” s mards of the sume movement.
Phe roors lie in the resetion against elitism. an attempt o tike history from.
the clites and give it w the people. Some well known works ane £iseer

feran Bedow Stiadies i Poprdar: Protest ard Popalar fedieerbenzy (1 Koramt

il 'Ein{_‘i].‘ The €yonvd i Hiswrey (George Rude. 1964)

The attempts o developing a exible and humane v ariant ol historical
materialism can be seenan the infMuemdéal work of the falian hinker Anonio
Civammsca (1891 1937y enuitled The Prision Neatvbersks, Ciramse voncerned
himsell with the development of the theoretical implication of Lenin's
ity r|1r|:l.j'|:uﬂ1 of Marx. He populirized the concept ol i‘n.lru..!.umw - notion
he defined as political. intellectual and morml leadership, He “"*I fined that
a social class achieves a predominant influence and Ffmﬂi.lmt hy direct
and overtmeans but by 5ur:1:u1:n:l-ing in making its ideological view of socicty
s0 pervasive that the subordinate classes unconsciously accept and participate
in theirown oppression. Hegemony is achieved through the circulation of-
ileology. which manifests itsell as a material force through cultural forms
such as Tolk sones, lezends and loeal mvths. Gramsei argued that ujmln--\
serves ns-a system of belicls and that revolution takes place not always at
the level of the ceconomie structune byt at the fevel ol ideologics.

The cuncept of heeemony and related wdeas such as Gramscr's sirtegy of
Communist revolution influcneed Eurdpean historiography as seen in the
writings of radical social theorists such as 1P Thompson. Gramsci's thought
has also had a pronounced influence in Indian histonography. particularly
with the publication of Subaltern Studics. An altermative discourse w elitist
historiography. it is based on the recognition of the subaltern 1.e. lower or
‘interior” sections ol the sociely (indusirial labour., peasants. iribals women
eie.) hithero neclected by historiography. The Subaliern School of Indian
mstoriography emerged in the post-colonial period and drew inspiration
from the ideas of Gramsel, Gramsei's theory related 1o Mars’s nstorical
materialism in which the focus was on crivical study and assessment ol the
lower rungs of society: their modes of subaltern protest. Ranajit Guha and
Sumit Sarkar of the Subaltern project (launched in the 1980°5) sceks a way
out 61 the elitist historiography of the Indian National Movement placing
the subaliern at the centre 1o recover the “small voices of histony™. [t makes
use of a wide range of sources Tocusing on “the politics of the people’
focusing on subjects such as tribal protest, ingurgency. peoples perception

ol Cransdhin. Femmist writine ete, e biovest single achieverent of AMarsisl
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historiography oy india wis digplacmg the dvnastie model ol s lewing the
parst that orespiied in the nuperialist school af lnden historiogeaphs which

wits tthait over with clhiange i emphisis by sationalist historiographers.

Historcal matterialism i< a1 esclusive teehnique of socml analysis to
comprchend contemporan socil realine and a3 such provides o valuable
method 10 hoth "hlqm::h and pon-Marxists. Yet. the Marxist theory has
been eriticized for deny ing the influence of any. exeept the cepnamic Hictor
i histpry. and alse its claim that conthiet between capitilizmand commumzn

necessarily leads w conmunisn:,

3.4 The Annales Schowl .

The Annales School s o swvle ol steriography: developea
b Frdnchrhistorians in the 20th century. It is named afier its Frepch-
language scholarly journal Annales d hisloire econpmigue etsociale
(Anmales of Economic and Sucial Hiviory), which remains the main source
of m.hutun'hlp along with many books and monographs. The scheol has
bueen hightV infldential in setiine (he Bgéhda for historioikdpheid Frimce
and numerous othérvountrics, especially regardunrthe wse of social scientific
methods by histofanscemphasis on soacipl rather than political.or diplomatic
thems. Thejousrnal. first published, 1:1929 was founded.and edited by
LusiernsFebvre mad darg Bloch at the Uniszesity of Strasshourg, Erapce. It
was intendettAd prontdie i new. kind of bistory that would shifl. fovus of
bistodography from naratine w analysis,

Thictsh Febite and 'Mare Bloch expressed dissatishiction wfth h

conventional narrative of disereteventd in histors 4nd the Rankcanmethy :nJ
ot deloiling'only-on” fuets” in history lnspired by Hensi Bere, this spproach
el heat plicit- attestion thithe analvsis and injerpretation ol historical
phetiomrena and hiaoneal changy indermsoleedgraphieal, coonapye. mental
structures and sy siens, These [detors are the degjsive chaments in
ainderstahding sécicries and baman! life 35 wholly determiped by, them. In
doing sothe approuch. gave sltention 1o.a full rnge of hyman sctivities,
making fpace for collaboration with mh::r;tlmrpltru.i. such as geography.
socidlogy, psycholoey antiropolbyy, inguistics and seynomics. i order 1o
podire what came to ke ecalled “1otal history’. It dismissed fictual histon
avfivaur ofa much braader approach which came te-be godified hy Fernand
Braudel asthesthrooticred modelgencrathy kpowe by e $iss ab s levels
wtheda dungiw i | limd-term histerteal structuecs). refersing o -uman
imeretion with the physical envisonment™ und a .iii‘r‘..r.'m.:;blq;,,ui|1m:«.!
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impereeptible to the human cve. The representatine work in this regard s
that of Bravder, who brought the sciences of geography. ceology. snd
demography into the domain of history. preparing in the process a
transnational perspective. Braudel was editor of Ammales From 1956 10 1968,
tollowed by Jacques Le Goll:

It is customary 1o treat the history ol the Annules School in terms of
gencralions:

® 1he firgt generation include co-founders Lucien Febvre ¢1878-1956)
and Marc Bloch (1886-1944).

® he second generation was led by Fernand Braudel (1902- l‘lﬂi} and
mtluded Georges Duby (1919-1996). PMerre Goubent [1'5"!:5- ). Pierre
Chaunu (1923-2009) and Jacques Le Golt' (1924- ).

® the rhnﬂgamannn was led by Em manuel 1.¢ Rov Ladurie (1 9294- ) and
Philippe Aries (1914- 1984)

3.4.1 Total History : Marce Bloch, Luc ien Febvre and the Early Years

l.ucien Febvre and Marc Bloch rejecte:d the predominant emphasis on
politics. diplomacy and war of many 19 th century historians and quickly
hecame associated with the distinctive .dnnales approach, Influenced by
the works of sociologisl Durltheim. geographer Henri Berr and Henri
Pirennc. the two French scholars succecded in shilting the focus of historical
study away from “man as such’ to *man in'society over time”, The Annales
school constructed history mainly upon four pillass viz; geography.
demography. sociology, and economics.

The journal renamed Anneles was begun 1o oppose the political and
diplomatic ‘historians whom the Annalistes derisively labelled the
Sombonnistes. The poal of the Annules School therefore. from the outsel
was to unde) the work of the Sorbonnistes to um French historians away
from the marrowly political and diplomatic history. They believed that the
study of thie history of France was lagging behind such history in Germany.
England. and the United States of America. They thought that history had
become companimentalized and sub-divided into ancient, medicval, and
moderr, and societies into primitive and civilized. This was considered 1o
be an impediment 1o the understanding of the living past and also of the
living present. since the two are continous., Their aim was o create the
totality of a socicty. past or present. 1o understand its delicate mechanisms.
and Vet Aol see it as a machine. but as a living organism with a dynamic of
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its own. The mere course ol political events was nut o be seen in isolation
from the physieal and social eovironment which surround and conditioned
them, for these dre important human achivities, and histors is above all o
science ol humanity, These ctvisics Like all other human sctivitics are
conditioned by time and place, They are products ol complex forees which
is not casily unraveled because cach of them acts ard reacts on the other,
Man 15 a socinl animai and is conditioned by the society in which he lives.
and that society in tum is conditioned by its geographical and climatic matria:
politics and idens are Limited not only by these extemal furees, bt by the
pulitical and intellectunl deposits around them. |listorians who foliowed
their lead twrned increasingly 1o the social seicnees. and speciallv 1o
suciology, for helplul insights. models and wehniques. The importance of
the Annale School lies in that historians now gave importance 1o the
underlying structurnl . 'wains rather than just causally linked sequences of
events. The historians now approached the source materials differently.
They asked very precise questions in order 1o gel very specific information
which would help them discern patlerns or test previously accepled
eencralizations. They also preferred using systematic analysis particularly
quantification techniques rather than narrative deseription in order 1o arrive
al answers which were as precise as possible. This was considercd as one of
the promising developments in bringing the realization of objectivity tested
history within reach.

Ancxample ofthe work of members of the school is Bloch's Fewdal Socien:
(1940). published in English in 1961, an aticmpt an understanding medicyval
Furopean socicty, lle siressed the workings ol fcudal society as a whole,
rather than emphasizing either the political or cconamic aspeets which other
theorists favoured. Drawing upen many types of sources and emploving
many methodologies. this work is an analysis of the structural relationships
Wwhich linked socicty. economy. politics, technology and the psveholo gy of
the feudal world, The author's main theme is social change in time, T
methiods of hstorizal enguiny which Bloch emphasivzed were the compuralive
and regressive methods. He attached great imponance to comparative studics
within a single country or belween different countries which ean be g source
of new synthesis, questions or answers. The regressive method invelved
using evidence drawn from a later ase in matiers such as customs, traditions.
place names ee. which may well have endured from an carl v ape inorder to
illuminate that earlicr uge.

Bloch’s idea of history is reflected in the unlinished manuscrpt of a book
which he left behing and which was published in 1 nelish as Ve Hixiorian v
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- Whlil: never lm.mh sight of this torality of humas activis;

Crefr. The book contiting four chapters und o sgment of the Rl The
introduction discussesthe uses ol history and its position mmong the sewences,
In the second chapter tthed “Historical Observanion”, Bloch looks forwand
o a time when historians better equipped with linguistic and social science
technigues will enuage incooperative historical rescarch. The third chapte
‘listorical Criticism® deals with prublems of reliability of records and the
critical method of historical enquiry. In the fourth chapter he athirms his
abiding interest in group psychology,

The historioms of the Aneafey School were alsa rationalists in their method,
Three elements of the School could be emiphasized. '

® the atlemp! 10 grasp the totality of any historical period ar sociels.

e the convienon that history 1s, panhy determined by forces which are
external fo'man and yet nmemlrel'-. lrv..epmdr:m nfhn‘n such as penpraphy
'and ¢I‘ma1= > pidht |

5T 88 ":‘ for

L L b

,TEOTOUS hl.msu-::tl analysis.

3.4.2 Time and History: Fernand Braudel and Developments in the
Second Phase _ : N

The second phase of Anmales historiography was defined by the v fes of
Fernand Braudel, ane of the best known exponents ofthe Aamdes Sohoo!
Whileserving in prison during the Gernian eccupation of France, Hira
completed his first version of The Medicrranean ard thie Mcdiierranc:in
Worldd in the Age of Philippe I {1949). Commencing a5a <udy of NN R
Philippe I, this massive book of over 600000 words s ah acetum of vl
every aspect of Tife and culture relanng to the Mediterrangan in the seeani!
half of the 16" century. It skewhes Braodel's three-level model of Justors
which 1s as follows:
® ' the first level he lermed fongue duree, or “geo-history™, 15the practicail
imperceptible level of huhan interagtion with the physical environment;
¢ the sccond level refurs 1o the formation of social groups. frof the iribe

t& thee 'state, incorporating the’ prul‘th.rn of the «}rn:mtmn ol poliiical
* structures and cconomics:

° the third les el refers tahe ﬁ\'l."‘::l':uf-.'!l‘ldi\.idu'cllh-

3 I}r&u:.ll.ithus redelined histore o Hie as stmiltancously peogriphice!, social,

“and individual. This masterpicue championed lo Jongee tared and Ihe

imanimate ﬁ.‘rnu ol peowraphy. dernogrephy aed cconomy That were ey
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reatities of history, He imroduced a rransnational perspective and broughs
inty the context not only France and its hiswory, but Quonan Istam, Latin
Christianity and other groups surrounding the Mediterrancan basi. He
received public acclain after 1979 when he published Civilization anmd
(upritealism 1316 Centnry In this work he intended o unconer the uiusual
themes,” which must be incorporated into @ coherent history. the assembling
of @ numbet of ““parahistoric 1Hnguagus'-dt:fnngmph}'. foed. costume,
lodging, technology, m:‘m-:';f. towns, which are kept separate from cach othér
and which develop in the margin of traditional history, Braudel 1thus
miroduced evervday life into the domain of history. .'To put it in his own
words;

o Everyduy life consists of the litde things one hardly notices in
time and space. The more we riduce the focus of vision, the move
likely we are to find ourselves in the environment of material life! the
broad sweep usually corresponds 1o History with a capital leiter. 1o
distant trade routes, and the network of national and urhan
economies..... The evenl is, or is taken to be, unigue; ihe everyelay
happening is repeated, and the more ofien it is repeated, the more
likely it is to hecome a gencrality or rather a structure, It pervades
society at all levels, and characterizes ways of being and beheving
which are perpetnated through endless ages ™,

Braudel has touched on uncommon topics for histenical scratiny. of which
a few examples can be cited as illustrations, He inters that fashion is the
product of a growth in wealth, of 1 shifl in emphasis [rom hercdiy 10
wealthand talent, of a modification and ultimate abulition of estate societics,
ofa change in valucs from age to youth. According 10 him, fashion denetes,
on one hand, a distinctive creation and on the other hand a multiplieation of
material goods and other cultural traits, a transformation of luxuries into
needs. Braudel also showed keen awareness on the complexitics of the
growing esteem for' material goods. He turned his attention to money:
metallic money, money of account, paper money, and instruments of credit.
One of the objects of the conquest of the sca. he observed. was the
appeasement of “a hunger for pold’, In this way he laid one of the
psychological foundaions of capitalism,

Braudel’s works were highly influential throughout the 1960s and 1970s.
Yet. his methodology and approach have been subjeet w historical eriticism.
Fhe crities have admuringly felt that volume of one’s *material life” narmely
demography, divt. costupe, lodoing, and technniozical resources. as well
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as the varving patcrs of town life, Tuxury gods, sod monctary operations,
renunns the mast thought-proveking portion of the work 15 encompasses
thern withinan economic perspective, These were normally left sntouched
by ceonomic historians and treated disjointedly by social historians or
cultural historians, Despite its enormuty, Braudel has been eriticized for
his notion of capitalism. the history of Furopean prices, and other such
related issucs. Notwithstanding the eriticism. Braudel has been hailed
as one of the 1owering historians of the twentieth century. He inspired
succceding pencrations of historians to evoelve an inter-disciplinary
approach 1o historical studv. and view the past bevond the truditional
lrontiers of history,

3.4.3 History of Mentalities: Third Generation Anaales Mistorians

The third gencration of Annales historians stressed history [rom the point
-of view of mentalities (or mentalites, the psychology ofthe epoch) and turmed
away [rom quantification. with more emphasis being placed on individual
and collective beliels. and on life experienced in local settings. Animportant
research technique is to separate larger civilizations into smaller manageable
unit, which lends itself to a 1o1al analysis in the manner of anthropolopists.
This approach led to local history. the indepth study of a community, a
village, or sometimes a provinee. A classic study in this tpe is Lo Rov-
Laduric’s study of a century of a French village. Montaillou, Rov-1.aduric
commoented that the average people in the small towns is the real sl of
history, The “microlistory” penre of the late 19705, 19805, and 1990s.
including works of Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie’s has proved highly popular
The goal of such a study was the historical discovery and reconstruction ol
the ideus. emotions and mental structures of hisloncal persons. those of
ordinary persons as well as the great and famous. In the work of’ Phillippe
Arics (1962) the focus is on psychological investipations of the past i.e. on
psvchohistory. While uuthors such a5 Emmanucl Le Roy Ladurie and Jacques
e Gofl continue (o carry the Annales banner, today the Annales approach
has been less distinctive as more and more historians do work in cultural
history and cconomic history.

3.5 Summing Up

I'ram around the middle of the 20° cemtun: there hinve been a number of
imporant develapments in social and ceonomic history around the world:

(3




partly by the |:tL|:t._;|11¢:111411ic1|1 of pow interpreiitions ol Marsist wntings,
Karl Mars taloes the eredit Tor developing a philosophical sy stem s hich has
retained an influcnce in miuch non-Marxist lastorical scholarship and
literature. Marx based his wdess oi bow o chanee the world on a seientilic
amatlysis of sociely: through history, stnce History itsel s propelled by
material Torces and history 15 not merely a process of dialectic change bt
also of progression. However not until 1960s was  history from below”
formulated in a clear fashion. Althusser adopted a structuralist framework
in secking o explain the underlving structures of the mode of production.
Another vanant of Marxisa is that articulated by Gramisei, with its concep
ol cultural “hegemony”

Dealing a deathhlow o the time worn- model of politico-hographic
narrative, the Amnales School’s lastory introduced a three-tiered hicracchy
in historical causativn with religion, polity and culture as mere results arising
from the operation of cconomic and demographic factors. The Annafes
school with an approach to “tolal history” is best known for incorporating
metheds social sciences into history. They pioneéred an approach 1o a study
of long-term historical structures over events and political transformations,
Hrﬂakmg thh convenlional methods nl"nnull. si5 1 historical studies, the
approaches cmptuw.d meludes extensive consideration of gea j____m[ﬁhl':d! and
dunm:,r.:phm factors as well as El.llluml and structural Fictars.

3.6 Key Terms. .

Class: A social category that on one hand acknowledges a shaned state of
affaurs amongst a larpe group of people whose nuiterial eonditions are ver
similar and onthe other hapd recognizes that sipnificant and real differences
dp exist beiween. groups,

Clasy Consciousness: The collective awireness of hoth i commumt situarion
and a common set of mterests arising oul of that siuuion.

Class Strugefe: The inherent conilict between the owners of the means of
praduction {the bourgeoisic) who have an interest i doving down WL
as low as they can 1o maximize profit. and the wage lahourers (the
proletariat), who would obviously prefer 1o se¢ Wiges increase as mich as
possible.

Dmrﬁrmnr study uf:.hclm_u. ol kinguage over timed primacy is given Lo
the role of the human actor in understanding change. its struetural model i
concerned with the complex web of relations between vrouping of Facts
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Hegemony: Aterm used by Antonio Gramsei to describe how the domination
of one class over others is achieved by o combination of political and
ideological means. It emphasizes the role of ideology in winning the consent
ol the dominated classes.

Historical Materialism: Karl Marx propounded the materialist interpretation
of history that social, culwural and political phenomena were determingd b
the mode of production of material things. This gave causal priority to the
economy rather than to ideas in the explanation of historical processes.
summuarized in basc-superstructurc,

longue duree: Aterm that hiterally means “long duration” introduced by the
French histortan Fernand Braudel. 1115 a standard term of reference in the
work of the Annales School, and is used 1o indicate a perspective on history
that extends further into the past than both human memory and the
archaeological record so as to incorporute climatology, demography, geology,
and oceanology.

Microhistory: A particular methodological approach to the study and writing
of history on a very small scale, as suggested by the prefix ‘micro’. First
devcloped in the 1970s, the French historian Fernand Braudel distinguished
‘macrohistory’ from “microhistory.” The former is the history of significant
political. economic. and social events, while the latter is the history of the
slow changes in, people’s everyday lives as a case study for gencral trends,
Microhistory. however. should not be confused with loeal history.

Problematigue : A lerm adopled by the French Marxist Louis Althusser
which describes the source of theory. and which indicates the questions and
concepts that involve a revolutionary break in Marxist thought.

Sorbonnistes : The dominant historians of the Faculty of Letters, University
of Panis. who immersed themselves in political, constitutional and diplomatic
history harping on the old factual. narrative history.

Structuralism: Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913), Swiss linguist was a
major influence on the wider intellectual movement known as Structuralism.
Often referred 1o as a “linguistic wrn'. he cbhserved in his work entitled
Course in General Linguistics (1959). that virtually all human creations
can be understood as though they were structured like lancuage. These
structures are not observable realitics but purcly “relational” entities. i.e.
their identity as signs (convevers of meanings) are given 10 them by their
relations of differences from, and oppositions to, other elements within the
cultural system. Signs are not limited to explicit systems of communication
such as language. but iclude o great diversity’ of other human activities
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such as kinship systems, totemic sestems. social rituals. meals served. abjevts
dealt with. hodily postures and gestures ete. which tunction indiverse kinds
of signifving systems. Structaralism undertakes w provide an ubjective
account of all social and cultural praciices. ina range that includes myvthical
narratives. literary texis. advertisements. Bashion in clothes. and patterns in
social decorum.

Synchronic: study of language ax an existing system ol relationships without
reference Lo the past.

3.7 Questions and E:i:rciséi

1. How did Marc Bloch and 1.ucien Febvre atiempt to hruﬂm the M.!.'I]'h.
of history?

2. Explain the notion of “total history’ as developed by the Annales school.
3. Lvaluate Fermand Braudel's attempt to introduce a new perspective in
historical writings. :

4. Outline the cmm of the Third Gencration Annales historians.

5. How has the cconomic mtcrprculmn of history developed by the
Marxists changed historical perspectives?

6. Examine how “dialectical materialism® has influenced interpretation of
history, ‘

7. Qutline the central ideas of the Marxist interpretation of history,

8. "The Structuralist Marxist approach atlempts a re-reading r.:-! Marx s
works'. Explain
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4.1 Introduction

Postmodernism is a highly contested term, being variously defined with
different aspects of the phenomenon emphasized by different theorists.
Postmodernity questions the very premise of modemity, where modemity
refers to an intellectual movement that swept various parts of Europe in the
18" century. Modemity had begun with the assumption that progress in
reason, knowledge, technology, the arts and economy ensured humanity’s
cumulative advance towards a final state of perfection. This belief in
continual progress received a traumatic shock in the two World Wars, each
leaving an appalling trail of destruction, poverty, ¢environmental pollution
and human degradation. The postmodemn condition is marked by a loss of
faith 1a modernity, progress and enlightenment raticnality, all of which, till
then had held out hopes of endless development for the future. The thinkers
became concerned with the crisis of Western civilization. Postmodemists
are opposed o chronophonism, i.e. the modem assumption that time is
chronological or lincar. Thus theories of postmodemism are associated with
the change from modemity to pestmodemity. Yet, Postmodemism is nof o
be treated as a method of periedization. e

Postmodernism is associated with a wide-ranging set of developments in
critical theory. philosophy. architecture. ant, literature, and tulture which
are generally characterized as emerging from or as a reaction to medemism.
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he terms “modern’ and “postmodern” relate Lo Broad social and cultural
patterns that can be analvtically distinguished for the purpose of
highlighting social trends. The “postmodern turn” refers 1o challenges to
the Enlightenment paradigm of social knowledpe. Its purpose is 1o rethink
human studies and contests disciplinary boundaries. e.g. the separation
of. sav. science and litcrature. Postmodernity developed from the 1960s
onwards though it gained popularity from the 1970s. The main theoretical
contribution of postmodernism is its critique on positivism; elements of
scientilicity and objectivity in history. the stability of language, and even
ruth itself. Postmodernists also invest marrative with much greater meaning
than historians, and “all writing, even raw statistics have to be interpreted
in narrative’. MNarrative is important to the postrmodern critique of history
bhecause it provides a erucial argumnent against fact-oriented studies.

4.2 Objectives

In recent years, postmodernists have challenged the validity and need for
the study of history on the basis that all history is based on the personal
interpretation of sources. They argue that all history is narrative insofar as it
involves some sort of written account which is the interpretation of the
author, Postmodernist historians, encouraged by Foucault and Demida,
consider that historical documents change meaning with each authorial
inference. An outline of the central ideas of two eminent postmodemist
thinkers, viz; Michel Foucault and Jacques Derrida are discussed io
understand how historians have been persuaded to look more closely at
documents and 1o think about texts and narratives in new ways. Thisunitis
designed to help you:

® Understand the concept of postmodernism

e Examine Foucault's notion of *gencalogy ' and *archacology” and how

the methods have charted new history,

e Reflect on ‘knowledge and power®
Explore Dentida’s notion of *deconstruction’
e Analyze history as fexts

® (ain insights into ‘the postmodernist tum’

4.3 History and the challenge of Postmodernism

Each generation of historians have rethought the way in which History is
conceived and written, However. unlike previous atiempts to redefing ur
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reorient the discipline, postmodermism threawens the foundations, the very
rools ol the discipline. We have already referred 1o in Unit 1 that History as
a discipline emerged in the modern West. The discipline of History is modem
because in the present form it has much to do with the influence of
enlightenment modernity witl: its notions of “scientificity” and positivism.

Recent developments in Postmodemist thinking indicate that the intellectual
contex! in which history is being studied today has changed.

The postmodemnists are doubtful of any possibility of truth. In the view of
these authors, the discipline of history is in a state of serious crisis.
Postmodernists view history as compilation of rexts, which are not based
on ‘real facis’. Instead. texts are cultural productions in themselves. since
the text is encoded in language. and language is a cultural product more
than a form of individual self-expression. Language may also have many
meanings which the author may not have intended or even be aware of.
They opine that the study of pasts is only to suit an individual’s political or
personal purpose. Thus, according to them, the scholars of history cannot
¢laim to study ‘the past that has occurred” since they cannot go back in
time. They only study wntings on pariicular periods of history. The argument
is that the sources which are supposed to reflect the reality of the past are
always written from somebody's point of view with a specific purpose.
Historical documents change meanings according o the author’s
interpretations. Hence historical writings are not scientific, objective, fixed
or real; it is free-floating, relative, subjective and above all *inter-textual
linguistic construct”,

The question of objectivity is a bauleground for historians and post-
modernists. Postmodernist deny the possibility of reliable historical
knowledge and histary has been viewed as a discourse and an instrument of
hegemony. The challenges are scen both at the level of methodological
practices and forms of presentation. 19® century historians such as Ranke
and Acton are often criticized for their belief in the accuracy of the historian’s
representation of the pasl. Postmodernists also claim that historieal
methodologies with its insistence only on written sources and
representational and explanatory techniques have led to “elitism within
history”. They have forced historians to be more self-critical and conscions
of their own subjectivity. This in tum has helped open many new subjects
and areas of research; it has shifted emphasis in history writing back from
hIslﬂﬁ-:aE—s.-:i:_:miﬁ-:: to literary models. The *postmodemist tumn’, therefore.
tries to critically locate such history including its crafts, in a structure of
power relations. Tts insistence on understanding the underlying power
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structure and going bevond wrlten sources and elite histariography has lod
o a great deal of theoretical modification and multi-diseiplinars: reseurch
The most important ¢ et of the postmodernist imurm'ugn_lim‘l af listory has
been in the form of the emergence of the “acw culiural liisto rv". the subalicrn
historical writings may be placed in thig direction,

4.4 Michel Foucault

Mhchel Foucault (1926-1984) was a French phitlosopher, social historian
and political activist. A major figure in the French philosophical debate on
reason, language, ‘knowledge and power”. Foucault's work was influcneed
h}:' Marx, FFreud and Nietzsche and has exeried a massive influence
throughout history, sminiaggr a5 well as i cultural studies. 1le stated that
he was interested in writing a history of problems rather than a history of
solutions or in writing the comprehensive history of a period or an institution.
At his death he was one of the most influsntial intellectuals of the world,
his work stidied in practically every branch of the humanities and social
sciences.

Foucault’s entire phitosophy is based on the assumption that human
knowledge and existence are very much historical. He discusscs the notibns
of history, change and historical method at some length at various points in
his carcer. He uses history as a means of demonstrating that there s no such
thing as historical necessity, being highly critical of the historians’ sesr::
for origins. Instead, he suggests that they must try to understand &xpdtin
and interpret the operation and existence of power structures thdt are behind
all histarical models. His *pencalogical” and *archiwological” metheds have
charted new history. The metaphor of *archacology’ sugzests that Foucauli
was allempting un ‘excavation’ of knowledge, a search for its widerlving
conditions and determinants, Archacology follows structuralism in the search
for underlying rules of human thought and knowledge. Another of his
important methods iy called ‘pencalogy”™. He characterizes Bis notion ol
“penealogy’ as a new mnde ol historical \lrrl'i!ing. and called genvalogists ns
‘the new historians'. Both archacology and gencalogy attenipt 10 re-exanune
the sotial field from a micro logical point of view.

Foucault has had a significant influence in the study ef discourse. For him.
discourses create and reinforen forms of knowledge and knowledge can be
used to maintain control of pover The discursive practice is a term used by
Foucault for the svstem of rules aoverning the production of stalements

a particular sociciy at p certain mament in histpry. These rules are
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anonymons. unintended and abjective but they are not simply laws or social
regulations cither. They are rather the rules for the production of sutements.
determining not merely what can and cannot be sid at one moment, bult
also- and more importantiy- what 1 is possible to say. To be able to sav
someone is “mad’. for instance. requires that madness exist as a concept
and that the rules for its use are established. It is the production of these
rules that intcrested Foucault as a historian.

At the heart of Foucault’s notion of power is hegemony. the achievement of
power by consent. rather than force. For example. if society wished w0 exert
power over women in order to justify lower pay than men for cquivalent
work, one way 1o do it would be to convince women that they were worth
less than men. Terms such as *breadwinner’, and ‘housewife’, for example,
have contributed 1o gender discourse designed to justify gender inequality
and al the same time, reinforcing it. Foucault was particularly interested in
the discourses of large instifutions, such as the criminal justice system and
those involved in the treatment of mental illness. In Madness and
Civilization, he discusses about ‘those called ....insane, alienated, deranged,
demented’, the language and the treatment of these individuals through the
practices of the institutions. Reflecting on what was generally held to be
truth about ‘madness’, he explains how meanings change over time, which
illustrates the point that the dominant discourse reflect the interest of those
wishing to exert power at a point in ime.

Truth is amajor theme in Foucault’s work. in particular in the context of its
relations with power, knowledge and the subject. Foucault insists that history
is not about factual discovery, but about the literary and textual ereation of
knowledge for the purpose of the exercise of power. Theories, interpretations
and explanations can have littlc to do with the facis of the past since such
exercises only reflect the subjective point of view of the histerian. Foucault
believes that *history writing is a power game’- where the writer is the
authority who has the power to convince the reader through his or her
writings. He has provided a major critique of conventional methodology
and assumptions in historiography. His approach has been particularlv
mfluential in historical studies of the asylum, prison and clinic. The main
topics of his published works are knowledge. power and the human body.
Some of the well known works include Discipline and Punisk: The Birth of
the Prison (1975), Madness and Civilization (196 L), The Birth of the Clinic

(1963) and The Order of Things (1966) and The Archaeology of K nenvledge
(1969).
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Discipline is a concept used by Foucault to deseribe u broad seale movement
he detected in European history. In Discipline and Punish: The Bivth of the
Prisen. he looks at the construction of the prison as the central means of
criminal punishment. concerned with the smallest and most precise aspects
of a person’s body. Foucault questions the reasons for its continued use,
and discusses the history and the origins of disciplinary institutions sucn as
prisons. hospitals. asylums, schools and military institutions.

4.5 Jacques Derrida

French philosopher and one of the most influential intellectvals of 20
century, Jacques Derrida (1930-2004) is best known as the originator of
*deconstruction’. Particularly influential in France and the USA since the
late 1960s, his work has spanned philosophy, law. political theory and social
theory, though largely confined to literature. Derrida presented his basic
views in three books, entitled Speech and Phenomena (1973), Of
Grammatology (1976) and Writing and Difference (1978); since then he
has reiterated, expanded, and applied those views in a rapid sequence of
publications. Derrida’s writings are complex and elusive, and the summary
here can indicate some of the key ideas of the thinker.

Deconstruction is the term that has been used to describe Derrida®s *method.”
which implies two contradictory meanings: 1o destroy/consiruct, in the sensc
of undoing some construction. Deconstruction refers 1o the impossibility of
seiting up “perfect’ or “ideal’ struciures. Yet, deconstruction is never the
closing down of one institution in order to set up another inits place. Rather
it is the constant opening up of institutions, and is thus concerned with
making or allowing things to happen,

Obsessed with the functioning of language, his early work built upon the
Saussurean notions of language but ook them 1o radical extremes. Derrida
suggests that language is an unstable medium which cannot in any sense
carry meaning or truth directly. The project of deconstruction is to reveal
the ambivalence of all rexss, which can onlv be understood in relation 1o
other texts (imtertextuality) and not in relation to any literal meaning. His
arguments have focused on the need to pay closer attention 1o the way in
which meanings are produced temporarily, and have consistently emphasized
that there is no ‘authoritative’ or authoritarian meaning.

Dermida argued that if all language is relational then the process of *reading
is a movement in which ..

{62)




el we cen wever discover the meaning hecunse we never
el o the cnd’. A meaning iy never fully aoiieved aied we are
fm'ﬁd with an eadless posiponement feleferences of meaning
We ' never arvive: we anly travel alang the poth of meaning-
making. Thus. in order o explain the word vl we can ase
Surther wermy fike ‘animeal . organism . whiskers . lail - more
signifiers along the chain of signification. There is no final”
signified becanse even that signified will consist of more words
(signifiers)’

IYerrida’s reiterated elaim is that all Western culture. are logocentric. that
is. they are centred or groumded on a “logos’(which in Greck signified both
‘word’ and “rationality’). They are logocentric, in part. because they assign
logical pricrity or privilege to speech over writing as the model for analyzing
all discourse. Phonacentrism is a term Derrida uses to describe the privileging

. of speech over writing in Western thought, 2 privileging based on the

assumption that because speech implies a speaking presence, it is more
authentic. Writing is treated as antificial. and as sugpesting death, loss and
unreliability since writing can exist independent of and afier the life of the
writer. Thus speech is taken to mean presence (of the speaker) and wriling
lo mean absence. Writing is therefore about absences and thus less privileged
in this scheme. Writing is seen as an extra. an addition 1o speech, something
that is used as a sign when the presence of the speaker is not possible. This
locales wriling as extra and therefore subordinate to speech in the hierarchy
speech and writing. Specch and writing are not opposing terms but rather
cach contains the other.

*Text' is not restricted by a book’s margins. As Derrida famously put it: “all
the world’s a text’, to suggest that all we have in history is a scrics of
constructed lexts commenting on constructed 1exts cnmmeniing ol
constructed texts. in a seemingly endless circle of constructed meanings
which cannot be directly assessed against an unmediated “real” past. The
past is on this view simply not available as an objective critenion. Every
text is therefore a network of other texts from which it differs. A textis
the object that 15 read and trexruality 15 the act of reading or interpretation.
Lrerrida proposcs that everything lakes on a rexiuadized form and that
texts are politicized. He proposes that history, politics, cconomics and
all, reality itself is based on difference; which is also the basis of wriling.
What Derrida achicved with these twin meanings as based on difference
and ahsent presences was a radical rethinking in the use of language
use, Writing and language, he announced, was difference. a term that
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combines difterence and deference (postponer.entt. Al writing 15 this
difference and a study ol this is whal Dervida Tnmously termaed
wrammatology

4.6 Summing Up

Postmuodernism has challenged the basie principle of modernity
Assumptions regarding the unity of humanity, the individual as the creative
firce ol suciety in histors, the superionty of the Wesl, the ideu ol science as
truth. and the belief in social progress so Tundamental 10 Western modermin
were all put under eritical scrutiny. The Foucauldian concept ol history
halds that the past in its “pure” form does not exist and what the historian
recoviers of il can never be its abjective replity. Deconstruction as o fheory
and practice of reading questions the assumption that language provides
grounds that are adequate to determine the meanings of a literary text. Since
language is inherently unstable, duc to arbitrariness, traces. absences and
delerment, we cannol come 1o a definite meaning about reality or identity.
Far Derrida, any sssumption that a text can have a definite meaning is
misplaced.

4.7 Key Terms

Archaeology : the werm Foucault used during the 19605 w describe bis
approach o writing history, Archacology is about looking at history as a
way of inderstanding the processes that have led w what we are oday.

Chronoplionism; the modern assumplion that time is chronological or hncar.
Construct : any conceplualization of a general or particular phenonienon
which arc mental constructs in its abstract or “idealized” form, for explanatory
and analytical purpose. They do not exacily correspond 1o any empirical
Instances.

Deconstruction: a postmadern method of analvsis: its poal is to undo all
constructions. Deconstruction reveals contradictions and assumplions in a
fext © its intent. hpwever. is not 1o imprave. revise. or offer a better version
of the rexr.

Differance: a sirucwring principle which suggests that there is never a
moment in language that 15 complete and total: meanings change over time,
and ultimately the attribution of meaning is put off. postponced. deferred.
forever. Differance means both o differ and w defer,
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Diseourse: all that s weitten amd spoken and all that invites Jialogue or

COTIN TSRO,

Genealegr: histors of the present that looks 1o the st for insight into the
present, Gencalogy dismisses the possibility of any view of history as a
ynitany body of theory which would constitute tnnh’,

Intertextual: infinitcly complex inlerwoven interrelationships, “an endless
conversation between the fexts with no prospect ol ever arriving ot or ever
being halted m an agreed point’. Absolule intertextuality assumes that
vyvervthing is related 1o eversthing else.

Logocenfric: an adjective used 1o deseribe svalems of thoughts that claim
legitimacy by refurence o external. universally truthful propositions.
Pustmodernists are opposed 1o logocentrie thought. They say such systems
are really grounded in self-referential, and self-satisfving acts. As
postmodernists sce it. no grounds exist for defensible exiernal validation or
substanliation.

Narrative: the postmodern opinion of this concept varies, depending on
the type of narrative under discussion. Postmodernists severely enticive
me-narratives. Mew-narratives are modern and assume the validity of their
own truth claims. However, mini-narratives. micro-narratives, (ocal
narriaives, raditional marratives are just storics that make no truth claims
and are therciore more acceptable 1o postimuodernists,

Fhonocentric: Demida, a postmodemist, argues that modern analysis loouses
on speaking and the oral text. He criticizes this tendeney to attribute special
stiatus 10 the spoken word and labels it phonocentric. Dermda contends tha
the written word is superior (o the spoken.

Reader: observer. Postmodernism is reader-oriented and gives readers the
power of interpreting a dext that. in modern terms. belonged o the author,

Subjectivity: postmodernists use this 1erm 1o refer to an ¢mphasis on the
subject asa focus of sogial analysis, The postmodemists criticize subjectivity,
Postmaderrists do not employ thig word in its modern sense of the opposite
ul objectivity,

Texts: For the Postmodernists iext is not just the written representation (e.g.
hooks) and alse by cxtension, other recorded svmbolic representation (films.
television proprammes, ant forms). but all phenomena, all events, Unlike
“speech” atextcan have an independent existence bevond the writer and the
context of its production.
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4.8 Questinns and Exerciscs

1, Discuss the coneept of “Postmodemism™ Drictly rev iow ils ideis relating

1o history.

4

What de pou understand by Cinter-textual linguistic construet™

3. Outline the central ideas in the warks of Michel Poucault and Jacyues
Derrida. '
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Unit V
Research Methodology in History
A. Tyvpes of Sources and Their Use - Primary and Sccendary Evidence

B. Technigues of Rescarch Work- Organization and Presentation,
Bibliographs and Footnoting

(ontenis

LT

1 Introduction
5.2 Objectives

e

3 1hston and Evidence
5.3.1 Types of Sources and Their Use
3.3.2 Primary Sources
5.3.3 Sccondary Sources

5.4 Fact and Interprelation

Techniques of Historical Research

5.5.1 Organization and Presentation
$5.2 Reference and Footnotes
3.5.5 Iblivgraphy

3.6 Summing llp

5.7 Key Terms

5.8 Questions and Exercises

3.9 Reference and Sugpested Reading

5.1 Introduction

Historical rescarch is concerned with cither a search for new evidence or
re-reading of texts. There are'some hasic skills and procedures which lic at
the core of all types of history study and writing. Thesc skills and procedures
cget refined when dealing with different tvpes of historical problems. and’
historians do draw upon the methodologics of related academic disciplines
lo supplement but not to replace those methods which remain _:cmrﬁl 1o the
intelectual discipline of history. It is important 1o note thal cvents do not
occur in total solation and cannot be properly understood apart from the
context in which they took place. The practice of history involves a
cshiseiplioed inguiry in which personal likes und dislikes are subordinated to

Ny A5 - - 2 i = . 5 -
leagne and reason: the aim heing 1o make an orisinal contribution W historeal
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knowledge. A Historian in the sense of a “rescarcher in history” is 10 e
differentiatza trom ans annalist or.chronicler, who mierely record events as
they oceur. History writing must go bevond deseription (portray impression
of object or feeling, after uhbtnalmn} exposition (merely offering
information; factual details) and narration (events recounted and presented
in time sequences).

5.2 Objectives

Rescarch methodology in historycomprises the techmques and puidelines
necessary to study the past by proper examination. analysis and explanation
of the sources, for authentic and credible reconstruction. Simply stated, it
deals with how to write history. The use of difterent kinds of sources by
historians has over the years led to new approaches in the research techniques
used in history writing. This unit is designed to help you: |

® understand the meaning of historical research and its implications
e exarune the different types of sources
e develop key skills required for historical enquiry

® gain insights into the techniqués of history writing

5.3 History and Evidence

Historical understanding is bascd on evidence. and evidence comes fiom
sources. [Historians use all forms of evidence to examine, interpret, revisit
and reinterpret the past. Evidence consists of signs or indicators that ¢
events or changes occurred - how, why. when, where and with what
consequences. The indicators are varied and may include maps, pl'm:u.y. s,
written statement in letters, Government files, newspapers, enlrics in
business ledgers or family records. There are also a large number of |
remains that can be used as evidence such as prehistoric wall paintings,
ruins of ancient buildings, ancient toals, weapons. coins and other artefasls
In attempting to understand the past the historian begins with some very
simple, general questions which give her or his enquiry direction and focus:
These questions which can be described as the basic questions of the
discipline are: what happened, who was involved, when, where, how, whit
and with what consequences? The hisiorian must record the evidenceinthe
form of statement and {rom the statements construct a clear and cohereal
account of what happened.

(68)



5.3.1 Tvpes of Sources and Their Use

The histonan cxemines sources in order to get evidence from them. However,
it may be noted that the term “source is often used inmterchangeably with
-evidence’. The sources of a historian's evidence depend upon the kind of
history he is writing. The types of sources that could be explored has a wide
range viz; oral history tapes, burial registers, records of marriage and death,
local industry. transport and architecture records, microfilm of population
census etc. Blind faith in using sources is unwarranted both in theory and in
the actual practice of historians; which implies that before a source is used
the genuineness must be established,

The sources for history writing are primarily of twe types: archacolngical
and literary. Recent academic iraditions. however, have started 1o recognize
non-traditional source material such as oral narratives to substantiate
existing historical data or reconstruct the histories of communities which
do not have a script of their own. The types of sources and their use are as
follows:

® Archasological sources (eg; stone and copper inscriptions. coins, seals,
lools, weapaons, objects of art and articles of daily use) provide valuable
information about the physical traits of the people, their material
advances, and the cultural patterns. The scholar collects first-hand
information by making a personal survey of the site chosen for the study.
However, the interpretation of material remains such as monuments,
artifacts, coins elc.. require some special skills and 1echnical
understanding, particularly relating to archacology, cpigraphy and
numismatics.

e Literature is a valuable source if the authenticity can be determined
through rigorous techniques of historical method. Written or printed
lexts have so far been understood to constitute the earliest records of
any civil society. Both primary and secondary written records come in
various forms: legal codes, anmals, chronicles, biographics, public
documents such as financial. administrative. ecclesiastical, parliamentary
and diplomatic papers, literature and private records such as newspapers,
pamphlets and personal letters.

& Historians also have access to vast corpus of oral sources (legends,
ballads and folk tales), as well as ethnographic sources (customs and
traditions) which are increasingly recognized as sources of history.

Research should be based on primuary sources wherever passible and

secondary sources should be uved mainly to see how other historians have
studied the subject.
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5311 Primary Sources

Primary sources are lirst-hand accounts ol information and provide lirst-
hand evidence. They are most sought-aficr in historical research sinee they
purport 1o be ¢ontemporary materials of the subjeet in concern. Primary
sources are produceéd by those who were participants, observers. or in other
respects close 1o the events. While historians can use traditional documeiis
to reconstruct the past. the lives of eve rvdav people are not always recorded
in the written documents. Oral history allows you to lcarn about the
perspectives of individuals who might not otherwise appear in the
historical record. Ilistorians may use oral testimany if they are writing
about a subject in the not so distant past. It may be mentioned that priman
sources arc nol always available: some are very scarce indeed and others
are available if the historian knows where to look for them, Primary sources
in the form of documents are available at Parliament libraries, Foreign office,
National Archives, Museum libraries and Record Offices at national or state
or logal levels ete. Valuable written records are also available as web-based
sources and are increasingly used in contemporary researches.

Primary sources may be classified as follows:

® Literary (both unpublished and published); census data, chronicles,
personal diaries, privale correspondence letters, journals, government
depantment minutes, official documents, select commiltice inguiries.
proceedings of cabinet meetings. traveloguces, memoirs etc. The text in
epigraphs may be included as literary source since they are also composed

by men.

¢ Archaeological (material evidence): epigraphs. sculplures, monuments.
numismatics, potery and other relics ete, )

® Eyewilness accounts: The credibility of the account as source will depend
on crucial issucs such as observation, biasness, intention etc,

® Oral Narratives

5.3.3 Secondary Sources

Secondary sources arc published material of information based on carlier
sources. They are records or accounts prepared by someone other than the
person. or persons, who participated in or observed an cvent. Secondary
resources can be very uscful in giving a rescarcher a grasp on a chosen
subject and may provide extensive bibliographic information for delving
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further into a rescarch opic. Produced by those farther removed ain e and
far distanee o the same events or changes. these wpe ol sources are
available usually as articles. essavs and other texts,

Although primany sources are usually those closest. or indecd contemporar
to the period under observation. and secondary sources those works written
subsequently, the distinction is actually quite blurred. Once we move away
from simple cases like an individual’s diaries or cabinet minutes ete. which
are clearly primary. difficultics of assessment do arise. Similar problems
come from social commentanes. newspaper and peniodical journalism cte.
Writtcn with a contemporary audience in mind. oficn comaining rich
historical analogics. they are essentially secondary materials. incidental to
the events of the time. However, for history of mentalites, these are primary
materials.

5.4 Fact and Interpretation

Facts are probably the most frequently referred to term in historical research,
yet the most difficult to define. Facts relate 1o whal has really happened’;
that which can be aflirmed with cerainty and are accepted as true. Facts
expressed in words assume different meanings for different people,
depending on their past experience as well as on the many things with which
they associate the facts and words. A fact is made a fact by the historian;
that is, two or more histarians may collect data for the same subject in
different ways depending on the priority of historical materials considered
important for the study,

A well written history is more than a mere collection of facts. Most historians
seck 1o place them in intelligible order, discover their significance and
explain them. The difference between mere collection of information and
systematization is that between a pile of bricks and a well-planned building
constructed with the materials. Analvsis helps the historian 1o unravel the
complexities relating to interrelationships of facts. What the historian writes
depends not only on what the past itself was. but on what kind of a person
the historian is. Thus E.H Carr wrote: “before you study history, study the
historian™. Conversely. what a person is also depends on what he has learnt
from the past. That is, what one finds important in the past depends on the
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of ficls and dara, The debated differences help expand and enbance our

undersiamding ol buman development,

5.5 Techniques of Research Work

Research should he viewed as o meuns of conneeting with existin:
knowledge and other researches, in order to share expericnces and contribute
to methodological debates. Historical method deals with the weelmigues of
Ristory writing. The foremost task of data colleetion is the raw material out
of which history is made. The source selection must be done with oreal care
through both reason and imagination as well as skill and foresight. It should
be presumed that all duta is doubtful unless proved through systematic
verification. Eyewitness accounts are generally considered as primany: source
Yet the credibility will depend on the ability and willingncss of the witness
to tell the truth. Although a compicte collection of sourees is not possible,
attcmpt must be made to exhaust all the available data, Note-taking on
separate cards permil casy srrangement and re-arrangement in the subsequent
classification and analvsis of data. In recent vears the photocopier has
transformed note-taking. Not only is it possible 1o have entire books, chapters
and articles copied, but this can alco save enormous amount of time which
otherwise would have 1o be spent for copying the material. However. it
needs 1 be mentioned that phutocopying in isell does not meet the
historian’s necd for summary statements of or imponant selections from
what a source has 10 offer.

Al hastorical writing must hisve some sort of gtructure. When it comes to
data analysix, there are essentially two broad ways o handle the data viz:
quahtative and quantitative, Qualitative data analysis atlempts o understand
the meanings that people have of the world around them because these
meanings tend 1o govern their actions. Quantitative data analysis use
statistical methods to represent an objective account of social reality. The
actual process of writing begins with a draft upon the outline prepared and
this needs to be refined till the final presentation. A scholar may have a
unigue contribution in terms ol the siyle. presentation of facts, clarity of
thought, capacity for critical analysis and above all the ability 1o utilize the
mass of collected data in the best way possible, which marksa eood histonian
amony the many. The aim of history writing should be 10 produce truthful.
history that does not have a hidden class. gender. class or cultural-political
agenda. The greatest handicap of any historical reconstruction is absence of
chronology. This happens when the sources do not follow any practice of
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reconding dates months and years. Interpretation is the formal clement of
historv: evaluation and asscssmoent being vital ingredients of a good historical
wnrl-:.-.ﬂ historical work of value will invelve framing a formula. deducing
a general law or drawing a principle or doctrine. Organization and
imterpretation give structure and coherence o an historian’s work. If major
points or events are simply listed. or even explained with no apparent
relationship to one another. then the end product is not history bul merc
chronicle at best.

5.5.1 Organization and Presentation

The essence of writing good history 15 in the organization, analysis and
argumenl. Rescarch methodology in history involves the following stages:

1. Preliminary Operation:

This consists of formulating a research design. A research design may be
said to include the following components, viz; Title, Siatement of Research
Problem, Literature Survey, Hypothesis/Research Questions, Methodology,
Sources, Brief outline, Tentative Bibliography.

The choice of the subject on which to werk on should of the interest 1o the
scholar in the broad area of study. This selection of a topic also depends on
availability which again requires review of literature (books. periodicals.
articles etc.) Literature search requires a systematic probe of library
catalogues and internet references. The literature review provides a
Justification for the rescarch as well as a critical appraisal of the theoretical
backdrop against which the data will be analvzed. The formulation of
hypothesis (or rescarch questions) constitutes a decisive phase in the
process of systemization. The quality o' the ideas expressed at this stage
would determine the value of the obtained results. Hypothesis plays an
important rolc in the process of scientific research in general. The
hypothesis must be valid. which means that it must have close links with
the phenomena it claims to explain. Tentative bibliography is an initial
pre-requisite which should be updated in the process of research work
and then catalogued alphabetically according to the name of the author or
title of the book whichever suits better. A point 10 be kept in mind is that
the bibliography should include the latest possible available source.
Preparation of a synopsis or an outline for research to be undertaken
provides a format 10 work upon. Nevertheless, the synopsis should be
revised frequemtly with necessary changes and improvements. With an
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introduction and conclusion. the central theme will be outlined in a logical
order through headings, sub-headmgs ete.

2. Analytical Operation:

The two methods involved in this stage of rescarch are external enlicism
{ heuristics) and internal cnticism (hermeneutics).

|
(A) External Criticism, also known as Hewristics or Lower Criticism, helps 1'
to find out the genuinencss of a source. Commonly referred to as ‘textual
criticism.” it is concerned with determining the originality of the document
where copies of a text are available instead of the original. The determination
of authorship and date involves one or all of the following: (2) content
analysis (b) comparison with the content of other evidence, (c) tests of the
physical properties. Content analysis includes examipations of anachronisms
in language, datable references, and consistency with a cultural setting,
Comparison with other writings may involve palaeography, the study of the
style of handwriting, and comparison of literary style with known authors,
or something as simple as a reference to the document’s author in another
one of his works or by a contemporary. Physical properties include the
properties of the paper, the consistency of the ink, and the appearance of a
scal, as well as the results of radicactive carbon dating,

(B} Intemnal Criticism also known as Hermeneutics or Higher Criticism,
pertains to careful scrutiny of the contents of the document. The importance
of hermencutics lies in that it is on this information that history is
reconstrucied; and thercfore is the core of historical method. The twotypes
of operations in internal criticism are positive interpretative criticism and
negative interprefative criticism. Positive interpretative crticism aims ol
knowing the literal meaning of the document. However, extracting the real
meaning of a document is not a simple task. For this, the knowledge of the
language of the text is essential. The function of positive interpretative
criticism ends once the real meaning of a document is known. The next
method to eliminate errors of a document involves negative interpretative
criticism. The aim is to find out what the author actually intended to Say
and to enquire into the accuracy of the decument. The psychology of the
author plays an important role; his environment or external circumstances
would have 1o be understood since the *historian is a product of his times’.
The researcher cannot follow the author’s views blindly. Sometimes an
author may resort to intentional distortion of facts (perhaps to please certain
sections of people or groups). It is essential therefore 1o check the author's
integrity and sincerity. Nepative interpretative criticism helps 1o Know
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whether the author has committed any ¢rrors; a crucial method 1o test the
validity and accuracy of a source,

3. Synthetic Operations:

This stage involves grouping of the valid facts obtained through critical
analysis. The arranging of facts in a definite plan involves a careful and
intelligent use of the data collected. The facts should be explained adequately
in a manner that facilitates proper interpretation of the subject. The form of
a narration must retain the central thought of the main theme. Statements

should also be suppored by proper evidence giving relevant foolnotes.
4. Concluding Operations :

Concluding operation is the final stage of research which must have the
essence of the whole research work. This involves drawing valid
generalizations, framing a formula, deducing a general law, drawing a
principle or a doctrine, thus indicating the depth of the study. The epilogue
relates to the core spirit of the research and should be presented in an
attractive and interesting way. The references cited should be indicated as
footnotes or endnotes. Finally the work should have a detailed list of sources
1.€. bibliography.

5.5.2 Reference and Footnotes

Citing references directs the reader to the original source, enabling a more
thorough understanding of the research and development of ideas. It cannot
be assumed that the reader is familiar with a particular theory and therefore:
there is a need to provide enough information to understand the topic. This
can be done through literature review, and by offering clues where they can
pursue the topic in more depth through the references. Citations also enable
constructive dialogue between writers apan from showing recognition of
an individual's work, Citing references also add credibility 10 the work and
help o avoid legal complications brought about by wrongfully passing off
another’s work as one’s own, kniown as plagiarism. It is vital 1o learn the an
of citing references and footnoting for reasons of fairness, academic
professionalism and personal development.

It 15 part of the professional practice of historians (and of other social
sciences) that essays, aticles. books etc., should carry footnotes or endnotes.
Footnotes are a matter of courtesy to those whose facts. figures or ideas
have been used to write a particular sentence or paragraph. These are denoted
by a superscript (raised) numeral at the end of a sentence. (like this') or
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with a bracketed eeference. ep (Davis. 1991: 95). which must correspond
to the list of authors and titles in the bibliography. 1he concerned footnotes
must appear on the same page: and the footnotes must be serially numbered
for cach chapier. Fach footnote must be started on a lresh line with its
numbers preceding it Any abbreviation used in the footnoteror text must be
standard and a list of abhreviation must be included in the work. Endnotes
' follow the same wechmgue as the footnotes but are given at the end of cach
. chapter.

%

5.5.3 Bibliography

* Bibliography is derived from the Greek word “hiblio  meaning bock. The
list of books consulted in the course of rescarch work is known as
bibliography. Afier the choice of a subject for research, preparation of a
bibliography is the next step. A bibliography is prepared by using card
catalogues and maintaining in alphabetical order, author-wise, the references
available in libraries, museums, archives and other repositories. The purpose

i5 10 have an idea of the ﬂ.ngu of materials on the subject so chosen for

research. I is very essential to prepare an exhaustive bibliography bath of
primary and secondary sources. An initial list of secondary sources helps

to locate the range of materials which may be consulted providing the reader
with a useful list of relevant material. It 12iust be remembered that the
bibliography work is a continuous process which requires periodic addition, |
as and when [resh materials come 1o light. A good bibliography attemptsio
cxhaust all the available sources of the research topic. Building &
bibliography is thus a process which continucs until one’s research is
complcte.

The bihlingmﬁhy 1o be used at the end of the research study will most ofen
include only the works that help in the actual writing. usually those cited in
the footnotes. Books of a primary ndture, secondary nature in different
languages, encyclopedias, journals. unpublished thesis, persons interviewed
for oral history etc., must he separately listed. Maps. chans, tables and
illustrations can.cither be provided al appropriate places in the text of
" bunched item-wisc at the end of the thesis and placed before the bibliography.

5.6 Summing Up

Research methodology is the technigue used to raise questions and provide
answers in a systematic way. Every stage should employ the vanow
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techniques which arc general for all research. The objective of the rescarch
is to explain the meaning and significance of the events, 10 cormect wrong
notions so long prevalent, if any, and to claborate, analyze. synthesizc and
philosophize the ideas in the light of the existing knowledge. The process
of historical study is best promoted by a rescarch plan or design which
helps in achieving optimum reliability and efficiency. with a minimum of
bias. Interpretation of data forms an important aspect of rescarch in history;
" the whole exercise aimed at bringing out the truth of the past. Historical
rescarch involves original planning and attempls to reconstruct the past as
nearly as it happened.

5.7 Key Terms

Hermeneutics : A method of interpreting human action, it refers to the
problem of recovering the *authentic’ version.

Heurestics + *Textual Criticism®; a method to find out genuineness of a
document.

Hypothesis : A proposition or sel of propositions put forward for empirical
testing.
Inference : alogical conclusion from onc or two more facts which establishes

a relationship between them. As such it is a general statement embadying a
judgement about facts.

Opinion : a judgement not supported by facts,

Methed : The range of techniques that are available to collect evidence
aboul the social world,

Methodology : Research sirategy as a whole, including the *palitical,

theoretical and philosophical implications of making choices of method
when doing research’.

Plagiarism : Presenting ideas. language. thoughts. or expression of others
as one’s own original work. The best way to avoid this is to cile sources
correctly. A clear understanding of the rules for quoting. paraphrasing. and
summarizing sources, according to a recognized manual of style can help
prevent accidental plagiarism. Plagiarism is considered academic
dishonesty and is a scrious ethical offense.

Research: a sysiemutic inquiry or investigation, which follows certain rules
and procedurcs. and aims to discover new facts or verify and test old facts
within an appropriate theoretical frame of reference. Rescarch is aimed at
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extending the frantiers of knowledae with reand 1o any area of intelbectual
pursuil.

5.8 Questions and Exercises
I. Explain how the critical use of sources is crucial in historical research !

2 Elaborate with examples the distinction between Primary and Secondany
sources of history,

3. Assess the imponance of *Intémal Criticism” in determining the reliability
of a document ?

4. What is hypothesis? Bring out its importance in histarical research.

5. How do bibliography and fooinoting enhance accuracy and accountability
in historical research?

6. Discuss the methods to be adopted in history writing 1o meel the standards
of modemn scholarship.
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